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Do your duty, come what may.

Dear Aspirants TNPSC Group 4 Exam is less then a month away and 
iyachamy Academy have come up with current affairs compilation. Cur-
rent affairs remains one of the most significant area in General Stud-
ies paper and this compilation has been specifically designed to help 
brush up current affairs in minimum time.

Hundreds of years ago, three travellers came together in a Dhar-
mashala for a night. There was only one Chulha, limited firewood and 
one bowl for cooking. All of them were hungry, so they decided to cook 
together. They keep boiling water in a bowl and everybody decides to 
put a fistful of its rice in it. They light up the Chulha and sit there.

Soon the water starts boiling. The first traveller gets up to add his 
share of rice to the cooking bowl. It is pitch dark and he can’t see any-
thing properly. Somehow he manages to get hold of his bag and opens 
it. 

Suddenly something strikes him. He decides to take advantage of the 
darkness. He thinks that other two men will add the rice from their 
bags, so why do I waste my rice? He simply acts like adding rice from 
his bag to the bowl. He then quietly sits at his place.

And funnily, just like the first traveller, both of the remaining trav-
ellers do the same thing and just act like putting rice in the bowl.

After some time, they take away the lid, and of course find merely 
hot water in the bowl. There is no rice at all!! They look at each other 
and sleep hungry, cursing each other.

There are many such travellers around us. They are just there with 
us. They add no time, efforts or resources but expect results. Beware 
of them! 

With best Wishes
IyachamyMurugan

Iyachamy Academy 
Any suggestion/ feedback write to m.iyachamy@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT OFFICES
President Ramnath Kovind ( 14th president) ( 15th Election)

Prime Minister 17th loksabha, 16th Prime minister Narendra mod

Vice president M Venkaiah Naidu was sworn in as 13th Vice President of 
India. He s the Ex officeo chairman of Rajya sabha

Speaker
(17th Lokabha)

Om Birla , proterm speaker Virendra Kumar

 first GV. Mavlankar 

Leader of opposition No leader of opposition in lok sabha(Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury is 
the leader of congress party in loksabha)

Leader of Opposition in Rajya sabha  Ghulam nabi Asad

Deputy Chairman of 
Rajya sabha 

Harivansh Narayan Singh  

CAG Rajiv Mehrishi. Article 148, watch dog, important office said by 
Ambedkar,

Election commission Shri Sunil Arora ( 23rd), Chief Election Commissioner and other 
two Election Commissioners are Sushil Chandra  and  Ashok 
Lavasa , from 1993 it become multi member body, Election 
commission came into force on Janaury 25,1950

CVC CVC is 3 members body. CVC=  Sharad Kumar as interim CVC, 
1998, multi member body, established 1964. 2003 statutory 
status 

LokPal Pinaki chandragose become the first chairperson + max 8 
members (50% judicial members), 50% reservation to SC/ST/
OBC/Minorities/Women. selection panel: PM, Speaker, Leader 
Opposition Lok Sabha, CJI + Eminent jurist (nominated by Prez, 
on recommendation of first four). 

CIC Sudhir Barkava Selection  panel: PM+ leader of opposition + Law 
minister.

UPSC Arvind Saxena has been appointed as the chairman

Chief Justice of 
India

Justice Ranjan Gogai 46th(from oct 2) Justice  Deepak Misra 
45th,Justice  Jagdish Singh Khehar 44th 

sanctioned strength of judges in the Supreme Court from 30 to 
33 besides the Chief Justice of India from august 10  

Attorney General K K Venugopal, 15th Attorney General of India
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Soliciter General Tushar Mehta 

Children Stuti Narain Kacker from 2015 septemper 

Human rights Justice H.L. Dattu 7th chairman of NHRC. NHRC established In 
1993. Justice Ranganath Mishra is the First chairman of NHRC. 

Minorities Syed Ghayorul Hasan Rizvi.National Commission for  minorities 
Established in 1978 got statutory status in 1992 

Backward class Bhagwan Lal Sahni  .123rd Amendment Bill,  102 Constitution 
Amendment Act has been passed on august 2018. It 
provides constitutional status to the National Commission for 
Backward Classes(NCBC)

SC Ram Shankar Katheria. National Commission For Scheduled Caste  
Established under 338 Article of the Constitution 

ST Nand Kumar Sai National Commission For Scheduled tribe 
Established under 338-A Article of the Constitution

Women Rekha Sharma (This commission established in 1992) 

Cabinet Secretary Pradeep Kumar Sinha 

Finance Rajiv Kumar

NSA National security advisor Ajit Doval  ( term extended recently) 

Foreign secretary Vijay Gokhale, 

SEBI Ajay Tyagi, SEBI Established in 1988, got Constitutional status 
in 1992

CBI New full time Director Rishi Kumar Shukla

NITI Ayog  Deputy 
Chairman 

Dr. Rajiv Kumar 

NITI Ayog CEO Amitabh Kanth 

Competition Commission 
of India  ( 2003) 

Ashok Kumar Gupta 

7th Pay Commission Ashok kumar Mathur

15th Finance 
Commission 

N.K. Singh. Article ( 280) (1 April 2020 till 31 March 2025)

Chief Guest of 2019 
republic day 

Cyril Ramaphosa  
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Public Accounts 
Committee 

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury  from july 25th ( 21 memebrs, 15 from 
loksabha, 7 from rajya sabha) 

GST Council Nirmala Sitharaman 

This year interim budget presented by Piyish Goyal 

Full budget presented by Nirmala Sitharaman 

ISRO Dr.Sivan

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION HEADS
United Nation António Guterres, 1945, New York, US
United Nation General 
Assembly 

Ms. María Fernanda Espinosa Garcés

World bank  David R. Malpass ,July, 1944, Washington DC, US
International  
Monetary Fund

Christine Lagarde, 27 December, 1945, Washington DC, US

(Gita Gopinath, is a chief Economic Advisor) 
UNESCO  Audrey Azoulay from November 15,

 16 November, 1945, Paris, France
WHO Dr Tedros Adhanom, Founded on – 7 April, 1948, Geneva, 

Switzerland

International Court Ronny Abraham, Dalveer Bhandari From India   
Food and Agriculture 
Organization 

Jose Graziano da Silva, 16 October, 1945, Rome, Italy

UNICEF Henrietta H. Fore, New York, US, December, 1946
UN High Commissioner 
For Refuges 

Filippo Grandi is the 11th Commissioner

Asian Development 
Bank

Takehiko Nakao, established 1966, Philipins,manila 

ICC	  Ex-Officio: Shashank Manohar, According to Hindu paper 
WTO Roberto Azevedo, ounded on – 1 January, 1995, Geneva, 

Switzerland
United Nations 
Conference on Trade 
& Development 
(UNCTAD)

MukhisaKituyi, Founded on – 1964, Geneva, Switzerland

Organization for 
Economic Cooperation 
& Development (OECD)

Jose Angel Gurria, 30 September, 1961, Paris, France 

International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA)

Yukiya Amano, July 29, 1957, Vienna, Austria
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Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC)

Diezani Alison-Madueke, 1961-62, Vienna, Austria; 

BRICS Bank K. V. Kamath,  H.Q: headquarters in Shanghai
AIIB (2015) Beijing. Lou Jiwei . VICE President Pandiyan 

INTERNATIONAL HEADS OF GOVERNMENTS

Afghanistan President Asraf Ghani.

Parliament called shoora.

( Durand Line india Afkhanistan border) 
Australia Scott Morrison from 2018

Capital  Melborne 
Bangladesh President Abdul Hamid ( relected in feb 2018)

PM Sheikh Hasina (Awami league). ( elected 4th Time in Janaury 
2019)

Opposition Khalida Zia (nationalist party)

Parliament called Jatiya parliament.
Bhutan King Jigme Wangchuck

PM Tshering Tobgay

parliament called Tasongadu
China Capital - Beijing; President - Xi Jinping; Prime Minister - Li, 

Currency - Yuan  
France President Emmanuel Macron,; PM Édouard Philipp. ( rafale deal)
Germany President Joachim Gauck

Chancellor Angela Markel

Lok Sabha: Bundestag

Capital Berlin 
Iran President Hussan Rouhani,, parliament called Majlis, (US issue) 
Iraq Barham Salih (won in President election on Oct 10)
Israel President Reuven Rivlin 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu

parliament called Knesset

first Indian prime minister visited Israel Narendra Modi
Japan Emperor Akihito, PM Shinzo Abe. Parliament called DIET. ( in 

news)
Malaysia Mahathir Mohamad took office on 10 May 2018
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Maldives President  Ibrahim Mohamed Solih Parliament : Majilis

Prime Minister Modi was conferred with the Maldives’ highest 
honour ‘Rule of Nishan Izzuddeen’ 

Mauritius Capital - Port Louis; President - Ameenah Gurib; Prime Minister 
- Anerood Jugnauth - Ameenah Gurib-Fakim was just sworn in as 
the first female president of Mauritius

Myanmar Myanmar’s new president Win Myint , an aide to Aung San Suu Kyi, 
is sworn in as the country’s first elected civilian leader. ( news 
because of  rohingiyas) 

Nepal Capital - Kathmandu; President - Bidhya Devi Bhandari; 41th Prime 
Minister: Communist Party of Nepal Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, - 
Parliament : Rahstriya Panchayat

North Korea Prime Minister Kim Jong,  Capital : Pyongyang
South Korea President, Moon Jae-in, 

Pakistan President Arif Alvi and PM Imran Khan. Parliament called “Majlis-
e-shoora”. 

Palestine Unity govt. under Moh. Abbas (Fatah) and Ismail Haniyeh (Hamas) 
. Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah

Philippines  Rodrigo Duterte, Capital-  Manila
S.Africa Cyril Ramaphosa. Capital: Johannesburg. 2018 BRICS held in 

Johannesburg
South Sudan ( 2011) Salva Kiir Mayardit, Capital Juba, 193 member of UNO
Syria President Bashar al assad, Capital – Damascus – Frequently in news 
Turkey President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Capital – Ankara 
Zimbabwe’s  Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai, President Emmerson 

Mnangagwa 
Indonesia Prime Minister : Joko Widodo

Capital : Jakarta

INDEXES
Ease of Doing Business 
Index (world bank) 
2018 as on November

77th place 

Gender Gap (WEF) 
(2018) as on 
November 

108th place

Global hunger index India ranked 103th position among 119 countries on Global Hunger 
Index

Human Capital 
index(Lancet)

 195 countries in the world. India ranks 158th
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Human development 
index (UNDP)

130 rank in the latest UNDP 

India’s human development index (HDI) value of 0.640 

 top three countries in HDI are Norway (0.949), Australia (0.939) 
and Switzerland (0.939)

Global Innovation 
Index 2019

52nd position, from 57th last year ( published by World 
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO))  

World Press Freedom 
Index 2018

India slips from 138to  140

Global competitive 
index 2018

India was placed at 58th spot among 140 countries 
in World Economic Forum’s (WEF)

 Global Peace 
Index (GPI) 2019

 India has ranked 141 th out of 163

World Happiness Index 
2019

India ranked at 140 ( Published by UN Sustainable Development 
Solutions Network.)

Transparency 
International’s 
corruption perception 
index ( 2019)

India at rank  78

Sustainable 
Development Index 
(2018) 

India - 112 ( Published by Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network) 

Cleanest city survey 
2019

Indore, Madhya Pradesh ( 

National Institutional 
Framework ranking 
2019

 (IIT), Madras

Environmental 
Performance Index 
2018 

177

Global Democracy 
Index

41

Rule of Law Index 
2018-19

India ranked 68.

Composite Water 
Management Index

 Gujarat Tops ( Published by NITI Ayog)

National Disaster Risk 
Index

Maharashtra is Vulnerable to Disaster 

Public Affairs Index 
2018

Kerala tops in governance, Tamil Nadu second

State Investment 
Potential Index-2018

Delhi tops the rankings . Tamil Nadu comes in second

E-Government 
Development Index

96 ( Published by UN) 

Ease of Living Index Andhra Pradesh topped
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In  Equality Index 
2018 

India ranks 147

Inclusive development 
index

India ranked 62

IMPORTANT SUMMITS
17th NAM Venezuela 2016, held in every three year

18th will be held in 2019- Azerbaijan
ASEAN 2019 ( Thailand 34th ) 
BIMSTEC, 1997 2018 Nepal  ( 4th Summit)
BRICS 2018,Johannesburg, South Africa ( theme,Collaboration for Inclu-

sive Growth and Shared Prosperity in the 4th Industrial Revolu-
tion”)

2019 Brazil’s capital Brasilia 
G-20 Summut 14th, 2019, Osaka, Japan  
G-7 summit G8  NOW –G7 _Summit

45th G7 summit  Biarritz, France

But after Ukraine issue, Russia withdrawn from membership G8 -> 
G7 + hosted in Brussels

SAARC  SAARC Summit

19th SAARC summit — islamabad, Pakistan, 2016  ( not held) 

20th --------
UNFCC 25th – Santiago, chile (December 2019)

24th, Katowice , 
WTO Ministerial conference After every 2 years

Buenos Aires, Argentina 2017

Twelfth Ministerial Conference (MC12) to be held in 2020 at  Ka-
zakhstan

 

shanghai Cooperation 
Organization summit

Kyrgyzstan capital, Bishkek  ( june 2019) 

22stNational Confer-
ence on e-Governance

Shillong ‘Shillong Declaration’on e-Governance 

DefExpo 2020 Lucknow, uttarpradesh 
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106th Indian Science 
Congress

Jalandhar, Lovely Professional University, Punjab

The theme for ISC-2019 is ‘Future India-Science and Technology’ 
The 17thWorld San-
skrit Conference

Vancouver, Canada

Global Disability  
Summit

London

24th World Congress 
of Philosophy (WCP) 

Beijing, China

TAMILNADU WHO IS WHO?
Chief Minister K.Edappadi Palanisamy (After Independence 13th chief minister of 

Tamil Nadu) (29th chief Minister from 1921) 
Governor Panwaarilal Prohith 
Speaker P.danabal
Deputy Speaker Pollachi Jeyaraman
Opposition Leader M.K Stalin
Chief Secretary K.Shanmugam ( 46th) 
Advocate General Vijay Narayan
Chief Election Officer Satyabrata Sahoo
Tamilnadu Election 
Commissioner 

R.Palaisamy 

State Information 
Commission

-------------  

Human Rights Com-
mission

D.MeenaKumari

State women Commis-
sion

Dr. Kannagi Bhagyanathan IAS 

TNPSC Dr K.Arulmozhi
Chief Justice of high 
court 

Vijaya Kamlesh Tahilramani 

(the third woman chief justice of MHC)
Tamilnadu state child 
protection commission 

M.P Nirmala

TN Lokayukta chair-
man 

P.Devadoss.

RERA Chairman K.Gnanadesikan

THIRUVALLUVAR DAY AWARDS ( JAN, 2019)
Thiruvalluvar Award  
2019

 M.G. Anwar Batcha 

Periyar Award 2019 C. Ponnaiyan 
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Ambedkar Award 
2018

C. Ramguru

Peraringnar Anna 
Award 

M. Ayyakannu

Kamarajar Award Pala Nedumaran
Mahakavi Bharathiyar 
award 2018 

M. Bharathi Sukumaran

Bharathidasan award. poet Thiyaru 
Thiru Vi.Ka award K. Ganesan
 K.A.P. Viswanatham 
Award

Sulur Kalaipithan.

PADMA AWARDS 2019
Former president Pranab Mukherjee was on Friday conferred with the Bharat Ratna, the high-
est civilian award in India. The award was also conferred on Bharatiya Jana Sangh leader Nana-
ji Deshmukh and legendary singer-composer Bhupen Hazarika posthumously. So far 48 People 
received this award 

PADMA VIBHUSHAN

Name Field State
Ms. Teejan Bai Art-Vocals-Folk Chhattisgarh
Shri Ismail Omar 
Guelleh (Foreigner)

Public Affairs Djibouti

Shri Anilkumar Manibhai Naik Trade & Industry-
Infrastructure

Maharashtra

Shri Balwant Moreshwar 
Purandare

Art-Acting-Theatre Maharashtra

PADMA BHUSHAN

Shri S Nambi Narayan Science & Engineering-Space Kerala
Shri Kuldip Nayar Literature & Education (Jour-

nalism)
Delhi

PADMA SHRI

Shri Bangaru Adigalar Others-Spiritualism Tamil Nadu
Shri Sharath Kamal Sports-Table Tennis Tamil Nadu
Nartaki Natraj Art-Dance-Bharatnatyam Tamil Nadu
Madurai Chinna Pillai Social Work-Microfinance Tamil Nadu
Shri R V Ramani Medicine-Ophthalmology  Tamil Nadu
Shri Anandan Sivamani Art-Music Tamil Nadu
Shri Ramaswami  
Venkataswami

Medicine-Surgery Tamil Nadu
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Nobel Prize -2018

Field Description Winner
Medicine For their discovery of cancer ther-

apy by inhibition of negative im-
mune regulation

James P. Allison(USA), Ta-
suku Honjo(Japan)

Physics For their method of generating 
high-intensity, ultra-short optical 
pulses in the field of laser physics

Gérard Mourou(France), 
Arthur Ashkin(USA), Donna 
Strickland(Canada)

Chemistry For control of evolution of enzyme 
and used it for purposes that bring 
the greatest benefit to humankind.

George Smith (USA), Frances 
Arnold (USA), Greg Winter 
(UK)

Peace For their efforts to end the use of 
sexual violence as a weapon of war 
and armed conflict.

Denis Mukwege (Democratic 
Republic of the Congo), Nadia 
Murad (Germany)

Economic Sciences For work on climate change, and the 
endogenous growth theory

William Nordhaus (US) Paul 
Romer(US)

 (Nobel Prize in literature 2018 cancelled after sexual assault scandal)

Important Cyclones 2018

Name Countries affected
Jebi Japan, Taiwan
Mangkhut Philippines, Hongkong
Florence United States
Daye India (Odisha)
Trami Japan
Sagar India

Important Cases

Case Dealing with
Navtez Singh Johar vs Union of India Striking down of Section 377 of IPC on Unnatu-

ral Offences
Justice KS Puttaswamy (Retd) vs Union of 
India

Upholding of Constitutional Validity of Aadhaar

Indian Young Lawyers Association vs State 
of Kerala

Allowing of entry of women in Sabarimala

Joseph Shine vs Union of India Striking down of Section 497 of IPC on Adultery
Common Cause Vs Union of India legal sanction to passive euthanasia 



16

Ph. 9952521550 / 044-48601550, Venue: No, 172, Tirugnanamsambandar Street, Tirumangalam, Anna Nagar (W), Chennai 40. 

Ph. 7338834555, Venue: No. 93, 2nd Floor, VOC Ground Opp, Zenith Opticals Upstairs, Palayamkottai-627002 

IYACHAMY ACADEMY
(Associated with www.iyachamy.com)

Istitution For Competitive Exam)

GENERAL ELECTION TO 
THE 17TH LOK SABHA,
•• The general election was held in seven phases 

from 11 April to 19 May 2019  to constitute 
the 17th Lok Sabha. The counting of votestook 
place on 23rd May, and on the same day, the 
results were declared

•• On 23rd May, 2019, the Election Commission of 
India declared election results of 542 Lok Sabha 
constituencies held in seven phases (one con-
stituency Vellore, Tamil Nadu election was post-
poned) in the country

•• By winning 303 seats, the Bharatiya Janata Par-
ty got the decisive mandate to rule the country 
for the next five years.

•• Narendra Modi on May 30 was sworn  as 16TH  
Prime Minister for the second time

•• 17th Lok Sabha will see representation of highest 
ever 78 women MPs. Most 11 women MPs were 
elected each from Uttar Pradesh and West Bengal

•• Chandrani Murmu (25 years, 11 months and 
eight days old) became the youngest woman 
member in the Lok Sabha history. 

•• The Lok Sabha election registered the high-
est-ever voter turnout of 67.47%

•• Along with 38 Lok Sabha constituencies that 
went to polls on April 18, 18 Assembly seats had 
bypolls. A month later, four more Assembly seats 
— Sulur, Aravakurichi, Ottapidaram (Reserved) 
and Tirupparankundram – had byelections. 

Article 370 and 35(A)

Article 370 - Features and Provisions

•• Present in part XXI of the Indian Constitu-
tion which comprises of Temporary, Transition-
al and Special Provisions  with rest to various 
states of India.

•• Forms the basis of the “Special Status” of J&K.

•• Provides for a separate Constitution of J&K.

•• Limits the Union Parliament’s power to make 
laws for J&K to those subjects mentioned in 
the  Instrument of Accession (defense, foreign 
affairs, and communications) and others as and 
when declared by the Presidential Orders with 
the concurrence of the Government of the State.

•• Specified the mechanism by which the Article 
shall cease to be operative. That is, on the rec-
ommendation of the Constituent Assembly 
of the State  before the President issues such 
a notification. However, this provision has 
been amended by the Constitution (Application 
to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 2019.

History 

•• J&K acceded to the Dominion of India after 
the Instrument of Accession was signed by Ma-
haraja Hari Singh, the ruler of the princely state 
of Jammu and Kashmir, on 26 October 1947.

•• Article 370 of the Indian Constitution  provided 
that only Articles 1 and 370 itself would apply to 
J&K. The application of other Articles was to be 
determined by the President in consultation with 
the government of the state.

•• The Constitution Order of 1950 specified the matters 
on which the Union Parliament would be competent 
to make laws for J&K, in concurrence with the Instru-
ment of Accession - 38 Subjects from the Union List 
were added.

*  The Constitution (Application to Jammu and 
Kashmir) Order, 1954 settled the constitu-
tional relationship of J&K and the Union of 
India. It made the following provisions -

*  Indian citizenship and all related benefits 
(fundamental rights) were extended to 
the ‘permanent residents’ of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

*  Article 35A was added to the Constitution 
(empowering the state legislature to leg-
islate on the privileges of permanent res-
idents with regard to immovable property, 
settlement in the state and employment)

*  The  jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of 
India was extended to the State.

*  Central Government was given the pow-
er to declare a national emergency in the 
event of external aggression. The power 
in case of internal disturbances could be 
exercised only with the concurrence of 
the State Government.

*  Normalized the financial relations be-
tween the Centre and J&K
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JANUARY CURRENT  
AFFAIRS

•• The government has appointed Sudhir Bharga-
va as the new Chief Information Commissioner.

•• Piyush Goyal has been awarded the Carnot Prize 
2018 by the University of Pennsylvania, USA

•• Narendra Modi Indian leader recently received 
the first-ever Philip Kotler Presidential Award for 
his “outstanding leadership”

•• The noted Gujarati poet Sitanshu Yashashchan-
dra  has been awarded the Saraswati Samman 
2017 by the KK Birla Foundation for his collec-
tion named Vakhar 

•• On 18th January, 2019, ISRO launched Young 
Scientist Programme.   The aim of the Pro-
gramme is to encourage the scientific talent and 
to enhance science education in the country.

•• The five-member high-level committee constitut-
ed by the RBI to encourage digitisation of pay-
ments and enchance financial inclusion is head-
ed by – Nandan Nilekani

•• The Awami League candidate Sheikh Hasina  
has taken oath as the Prime Minister of Bangla-
desh for the fourth time 

•• The venue of 15th Pravasi Bhartiya Diwas ob-
served from 21 to 23 January 2019 with the 
theme “Role of Indian Disapora in building New 
India in Varanasi . Prime Minister of Mauritius 
Mr. Pravind Jugnauth will be the chief guest of 
the PBD convention

•• prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugu-
rated LPG bottling plant at kochi. Among 
the projects dedicated to the nation include 
Integrated Refinery Expansion Project Com-
plex (IREP) at Kochi

•• The first is an integrated sewerage infrastruc-
ture for the city on Hybrid Annuity Mode with 
‘One-City-One-Operator’ approach and reuse of 
treated sewage water in Mathura & Agra 

•• Government launched Technology Mission Centre 
on Solar Energy & Water Treatment in Chennai

•• The second World Orange Festival was organ-
ised in Nagpur from 18th January to 21th Jan-
uary 2019

•• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has inaugurated 
the national museum of Indian cinema (NMIC) 
in Mumbai on 19th January 2019

•• Sikkim Chief Minister Pawan Kumar Chamling 
launched the “One Family One Job scheme” in 
Gangtok

•• Parliament passed the historic 124th Consti-
tutional Amendment Bill that guarantees 10% 
quota reservation to Economically Weaker Sec-
tion of forward caste in higher education and 
government jobs 

•• This provides reservation to people of General 
category having annual income of less than 8 
lakhs per annum per family, having less than 5 
acre of agricultural land.

•• People who have a house less than 1,000 sq 
feet in a town (or 100 sq yard in a notified munic-
ipal area) will also avail benefits under this act.

•• Gujarat, the next day (13th January) became the 
first state to approve the implementation of 10% 
quota reservation

•• The Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, 2019 
which came into effect on January 14, 2019 

•• PM releases commemorative stamp and coin 
on Paika Rebellion . This year marks the 200th 
anniversary of Paika rebellion which was led by 
Baxi Jagabandhu Bidyadhar against the British-
ers in the year 1817.

•• Odisha Government has approved the 
comprehensive agricultural scheme KALIA 
(Krushak Assistance for Livelihood and In-
come Augmentation) scheme, worth over Rs 
10,000 crore, for the overall development of 
farmers in the state

•• Gujarat State was declared the best performer 
in States’ Startup Ranking 2018’ 

•• Union Cabinet headed by the Prime Minister 
approved Agricultural Export policy 2018 which 
aimed to double farmers’ income by 2022.

•• On 25th December, 2018, India’s longest rail-cum-
road bridge over the Brahmaputra River in Assam 
was inaugurated on the birth anniversary of for-
mer prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. The 4.9 
kilometre long Double-decker Bridge is situated 
17 km downstream of Dibrugarh and Dhemaji. 
The bridge connects Dhemaji and Dibrugarh dis-
tricts of Assam
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•• On 1st January 2019, far-right candidate and 
former army captain Jair Bolsonaro sworn in as 
new president of Brazil. He succeeded Michel 
Temer

••  India slips in Democracy Index from 27th rank 
in 2014 to 41 now

•• A small central city of Gitega is named as the 
political Capital of Burundi.

•• Yutu-2, or literally Jade Rabbit-2, separated from 
the lander and descended on the lunar surface. 
China’s second lunar rover

•• Scientist from Finland have developed what 
they believe is the world’s first vaccine to protect 
bees against disease.

•• Captain Mithali Raj became the first female play-
er in the world to play 200 international ODIs.

•• On 1st January 2019, Justice Thottathil Bhas-
karan Nair Radhakrishnan sworn in as the first 
Chief Justice of Telangana High Court

•• President Arif Alvi appointed Justice Asif Saeed 
Khan Khosa as Chief Justice of Pakistan (CJP).

•• Solar Man of India Pranav R Mehta took over as 
the President of the Global Solar Council,

•• India born US citizen Gita Gopinath joined as 
the 11th Chief Economist of International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF)

•• Government has instituted an annual award ti-
tled Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Praband-
han Puraskar contribution and selfless service 
Disaster Management;

•• The Defence Research and Development Or-
ganisation (DRDO) pavilion received ‘Exhibi-
tor of the Year Award’ at 106th Indian Science 
Congress held at Lovely Professional University 
(LPU), Phagwara, Jalandhar,Punjab.

•• Malala Yousafzai received the Gleitsman 
Award-2018 from Harvard’s Kennedy School. 
She was honored for her work Promoting Girls’ 
Education.

•• The Ministry of civil aviation revealed the Vision 
2040 document, which highlights the growth po-
tential in different sub-sectors of Indian aviation

•• Microsoft India has launched a new e-commerce 
platform for handloom weavers in Telangana, 

under its Project Reweave, as a part of its phil-
anthropic initiative

•• India’s first semi-high speed Train 18 set to run 
between Delhi and Varanasi has been renamed 
as – Vande Bharat Express

•• The venue of 9th International Micro Irrigation 
conference held from 16 to 18 January with the 
theme Micro Irrigation and Modern Agriculture – 
Aurangabad, Maharashtra 

•• Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation 
stone for an All India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) at Thoppur near Madurai on January 27.

•• The Indian cricketer Mohammad Shami has 
become the fastest Indian bowler to claim 100 
wickets in 56 one-day internationals surpassing 
Irfan Pathan’s record of 59 ODIs

•• The Indian mountaineer Satyarup Siddhanta has 
become the youngest man in the world (and the 
first Indian) to scale seven summits and seven 
volcanic summits across seven continents 

•• The Indian mountaineer Arunima Sinha has be-
come the first woman amputee to climb Mt Vin-
son, the highest peak in Antarctica .

•• Tamil Nadu’s D Gukesh became India’s young-
est and the world’s second youngest Grand-
master 

•• Tamil Nadu  government  appointed Mylswamy 
Annadurai as Vice president of Tamil Nadu state 
council of Science and Technology

•• Kallakurichi became Tamil Nadu’s 33rd district   
carving it out of Villupuram

•• Nari Shakti word was declared as the ‘Hindi 
Word of the Year 2018’ by the Oxford Dictionary

•• President Ram Nath Kovind has nominated Jus-
tice AK Sikri as Executive Chairman of National 
Legal Services Authority (NALSA)

•• The theme of 9th National Voters Day observed 
on 25 January 2019 – No voter to be left behind 

•• The theme of National Girl Child Day observed 
by the Women and Child Development Ministry 
on 24 January 2019 – Empowering Girls for a 
Brighter Tomorrow

•• The two countries United States and Israel have 
officially withdrawn their membership from UN-
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ESCO from 01 Jan 19 accusing it of bias against 
Israel (the decision to withdraw had been an-
nounced in 2017) 

•• India’s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C44) 
successfully injected Microsat-R and Kalam-
sat-V2 satellites into their designated orbits.    
On January 24.

•• South African president Cyril Ramaphosa 
was Republic Day chief guest in 2019

•• Pakistan  recently declared sugarcane juice as 
the ‘national drink’ of the country

•• World Economic Forum (WEF) 2019 annual 
meet was held in  Davos (Switzerland)

•• Bohemian Rhapsody film won the 2019 Golden 
Globe Award (76th Edition) for Best Motion Pic-
ture: Drama

•• Honble Minister for Health and Family Welfare 
received the Swasth Bharat Yatra Award bagged 
by Tamil Nadu from the Honble Union Minister 
of State for Health and Family Welfare at New 
Delhi

•• A Memorandum of Agreement was signed be-
tween Cornell University, New York, USA and 
Public Works Department, Government of Tamil 
Nadu for water management 

•• Dr. M. krihsnan,  newly appointed Vice-Chan-
cellor  of maduri kamaraj   University 
called on Hon’ble Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu 

•• Centre announces Gandhi Peace Prize winners 
for 2015-2018 after four years

2015 Vivekananda Kendra in Kanyakumari for its contribution in rural devel-
opment, education, and development of natural resources.

2016 the AkshayaPatra Foundation was honoured for its work towards pro-
viding midday meals to children across India, and Sulabh International 
for its contribution towards the improvement of sanitation facilities 
in India and the emancipation of manual scavengers.

2017 EkalAbhiyan Trust received the award for its work in the field of ed-
ucation for rural and tribal children, rural empowerment and gender 
and social equality. 

2018 Shri Yohei Sasakawa for his contribution in Leprosy Eradication in 
India and across the world

Sl. No. Event Winner Runner-Up
1. Men’s Singles Novak Djokovic (Serbia) Rafael Nadal (Spain)
2. Women’s Singles Naomi Osaka (Japan) Petra Kvitova (Czech 

Republic)
3. Men’s Doubles Pierre-Hugues Herbert 

(France) and Nicolas Mahut 
(France)

Henri Kontinen (Finland) and 
John Peers (Australia)

4. Women’s Doubles Samantha Stosur (Australia) 
and Zhang Shuai (China)

Tímea Babos  (Hungary) and 
Kristina Mladenovic (France)

5. Mix Doubles Barbora Krejčíková (Czech 
Republic) and Rajeev Ram 
(United States)

Astra Sharma (Australia) 
and John-Patrick Smith 
(Australia)
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FEBRUARY CURRENT  
AFFAIRS

•• With an aim to realize a ‘New India’ by 2022, 
Interim budget 2019-20 was presented by the 
Union Minister for Finance, Corporate Affairs, 
Railways & Coal Piyush Goyal on February 1st, 
2019

•• As of now, India became 6th largest economy 
of the world from 11th largest economy in the 
world in 2013-14. 

•• Pradhan Mantri- KIsan SAmman Nidhi (PM-KI-
SAN) “to extend direct income support at the rate 
of Rs. 6,000 per year to farmer families, having 
cultivable land upto 2 hectares

•• To provide pensionary benefits to at least 
10 crore labourers and workers in the un-
organised sector a new Scheme called 
‘Pradhan Mantr i Shram-Yogi Maand-
han’ is announced

•• Minster of Civil Aviation, Suresh Prabhu inaugu-
rated India’s first Geographical Indication (GI) 
store in at Dabolim International Airport in Goa 

•• On 19th February 2019, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi flagged off the first ever 10,000 HP 
Diesel to Electric Converted Locomotive at the 
Diesel Locomotive Works, Varanasi.

•• On 20th February, 2019; Minister of Human 
Resource Development, Prakash Javadekar 
launched Operation Digital Board. 

•• Water Conservation Scheme ‘Jalamrutha’ was 
launched by Karnataka Government. 

•• Erode ‘manjal’ Turmeric got the prestigious GI 
(Geographical Indication) tag from the Geo-
graphical Indication Registry of India 

•• the Himalayan Cloud Observatory has been set 
up in Tehri district of Uttarakhand.

•• On 19th February, 2019, Union Cabinet gave its 
approval to the National Policy on Electronics 
2019 (NPE 2019)

•• Himachal Pradesh adopted Sanskrit as the Sec-
ond Official Language of the State

•• The American economist David Malpass has 

been nominated by the US President to be the 
next World Bank President 

•• Shri Rishi Kumar Shukla new Director of Central 
Bureau of Investigation, replacing Shri Alok Ver-
ma for a period of two years 

•• India’s first-ever Drone Olympics. Aero India 2019 
hosted India’s first ever international dronecom-
petition, Drone Olympics at Yelahanka Air Force 
Station in Bengaluru on 21 February 2019

•• The emirate of UAE Abu Dhabi has declared 
Hindi to be its third official language in its courts 
to make the justice delivery simple 

•• Jalpaiguri  The place in West Bengal where 
Union Cabinet has approved the establishment 
of Circuit Bench of Calcutta High Court having 
jurisdiction over four districts

•• The headquarters of the newly formed railway 
zone, South Coastal Railway (SCoR) – Vi-
sakhapatnam

•• Punjab has declared the Indus Water Dolphin to 
be its State Aquatic Animal 

•• India’s first humanoid robot developed by Asi-
mov Robotics inaugurated by the Kerala CM for 
induction into its police force is named – KP-
BOT

•• 91st Academy Awards -Best Picture – Green 
Book directed by Peter Farelly

•• Indian entry in the Foreign Language Film cate-
gory - Village Rockstars (Assamese)

•• SIDBI has joined hands with World Bank and 
UN Women to launch new social impact bonds 
exclusively for women, called Women’s Liveli-
hood Bonds (WLBs) 

•• Himachal Pradesh state government has recent-
ly declared Monkeys as Vermin for the next one 
year due to monkey menace in the state

•• he Indian Air Force in a recent retaliatory move 
destroyed the biggest Jaish-e-Mohammed 
(JeM) training camp in Balakot. The town is lo-
cated in which Pakistani Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

•• Narendra Modi became the 14th recipient of the 
2018 Seoul Peace Prize

•• The citizens in distress can dial which number 
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to get immediate access to emergency services 
no is 112 

•• National Cyber Forensic Lab has been inaugu-
rated in New delhi 

•• Expert Committee led by Anoop Satpathy on 
February 14, 2019 submitted its report. It rec-
ommended raising National Minimum Wage to 
how much amount per day Rs 375 per day (Rs 
9,750 per month)

•• 5th February Safer Internet Day was observed 
across the world with the theme - Together for 
better internet

•• Undaunted: Saving the Idea of India by P. Chid-
ambaram 

•• The Third Pillar - Dr. Raghuram Rajan

•• Pad Man, the Akshay Kumar-starrer inspired 
by the life of Mr. Muruganantham had created 
a huge impact in India won Oscar in the Best 
Short Documentary category.

•• A MoU was signed in the presence of the 
Honble Chief Minister between the Govern-
ment of Tamil Nadu and the British Council 
to strengthen educational and cultural coop-
eration of students studying in Government 
Schools and Colleges

•• K Pichumani appointed as new Vice Chanceller 
of Manonmaniyam sundaranar University 

••  Former industries secretary K Gnanadesikan has 
taken over as the chairman of the Tamil Nadu 
Real Estate Regulatory Authority (TNRERA). 

••  PM Modi inaugurates final 10-km stretch off the 
Chennai Metro Rail Service between AG-DMS 
and Washermanpet on February 10.

•• Tamil Nadu  woman Sneha Parthibaraja be-
comes  first  Indian to get ‘no caste, no reli-
gion’  certificate  - An advocate and resident of 
Tirupattur

•• The State government has announced that it will 
upgrade the Hosur and Nagercoil municipalities 
into municipal corporation., Tamil Nadu will have 
a total of 14 corporations.

•• 2019 - International Year of Indigenous Lan-
guages and International Year of the Periodic 
Table of Chemical Elements

•• The theme of National Science Day 2019 ob-
served on 28 February 2019 – Science for the 
People and People for Science

•• The theme of National Productivity Week 
observed from 12 to 18 February 2019 or-
ganised by National Productivity Council 
– Circular Economy for Productivity and 
Sustainability

•• World Pulses Day: 10 February 2019

CHITIRAI THIRUNAL AWARD -2018
Tamizh thai award Bhuvaneshwar Tamil sangam
Kabilar award Kaasumaan M
U.ve.sa Nadana Kasinathan
Kambar award K Murugesan 
Sollin selvar Avadi Kumar
G.U Pope award Chandra sekeran nayar
Umarupulavar award S Nasima banu
Ilangovadikal award Su.chellappan
Amma Literary Award Ulaganayagi palani
Singaravelanar award Pa.veeramani
Chief minister computer Tamil award Mathan karki 
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MARCH CURRENT  
AFFAIRS

•• On 27 March 2019, Defence Research and De-
velopment Organisation (DRDO) successful-
ly conducted an Anti-Satellite (A-SAT) missile 
test from Dr A P J Abdul Kalam Island (formerly 
Wheeler Island) in Odisha. This test has been 
named as Mission Shakti.

•• Newly-appointed Goa Chief Minister Pramod 
Sawant took charge

•• India has launched its 3rd IT (Information Tech-
nology) corridor in Jiangsu (China). 

•• On 4 March 2019, India and four rhino range na-
tions have signed a declaration ‘The New Delhi 
Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019’ for the con-
servation and protection of the species . Bhu-
tan, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia

•• Erode ‘manjal’ Turmeric got the prestigious GI 
(Geographical Indication) tag from the Geo-
graphical Indication Registry of India on March 
6, 2019.

•• The Centre has identified over 100 coastal and 
marine sites as conservation reserves from the 
impact of climate change under its National 
Wildlife Action Plan for 2017-2031

•• The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, 
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
approved investment for Transmission Compo-
nent of Arun3 Hydro Electric Project(Nepal por-
tion)

••  India ranks 140th on UN World happiest nations. 
topped by Finland for the second year in a row.

•• Dubai International Airport (DXB) retained the 
top global spot in 2018 as the world’s busiest 
airport for the fifth consecutive year

•• India, which is the world’s largest consumer of 
gold, has the 11th largest gold reserve, with 
the current holding pegged at 607 tonnes, as 
per the latest report by the World Gold Council 
(WGC).

•• Marshall Islands country announced to release 
its digital currency named SOV in 2019 

•• The 6th annual joint exercise Mitra Shakti will be 
conducted between India and Sri Lanka

•• Scientists used NASA’s ARTEMIS mission and 
suggest that the solar wind and the Moon’s 
crustal magnetic fields work together to give the 
Moon a distinctive pattern of darker and lighter 
swirls.

•• International Cricket Council (ICC) announced 
to make Go Daddy Inc. as an official sponsor of 
the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2019. 

•• Iniyan (Iniyan Panneerselvam) became the 61st 
Grandmaster for India. 

•• Amaravati the First District Cooling System of 
India is to be set up 

•• Subhash Chandra Garg was appointed as the 
Finance Secretary. 

•• Supreme Court judge Justice SA Bobde was 
nominated as Executive Chairman of the NAL-
SA on March 5, 2019. 

•• Pinaki Chandra Ghose will become the first Lok-
pal of India. 

•• Ajay Narayan Jha joined the 15th Finance Com-
mission as its Member 

•• Karen Keskulla Uhlenbeck of the University of 
Texas at Austin, USA is the first woman to be 
awarded the Abel Prize of the Mathematics on 
21st May, 2019

•• tech giant Google unveiled its’s new App Bolo, 
which aims to help primary school children to 
learn and read in Hindi and English 

•• Amartya Sen has been conferred the prestigious 
Bodley Medal, the highest honour bestowed by 
the University of Oxford’s world-famous Bodle-
ian Librari 

•• Raghu Karnad has been awarded the Wind-
ham-Campbell Prize by the Yale University, 
Connecticut

••   Prime Minister Narendra Modi  launched  to-
day One Nation, One Card for transport mobility 
at a function in Ahmedabad

•• Wing Cdr Abhinandan Varthaman as been cho-
sen for the first Bhagwan Mahavir Ahimsa Pu-
raskar instituted by the Akhil Bharatiya Digam-
bar Jain Mahasamiti

•• INS Shivaji, Lonavla which a state of the art 
“Nuclear, Biological, Chemical Training Fa-
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cility - ABHEDYA”, was commissioned by the 
Chief of Naval Staff, Admiral Sunil Lamba

•• India ranked 47th in the Internet Inclusive Index 
released by Economic Intelligence Unit (Top 3 
countries are Sweden, Singapore and USA

•• Indore has been awarded the cleanest city in the 
country in the Swachh Survekshan 2019 

•• Marayoor Jaggery (Idukki, Kerala) Sirsi Supa-
ri (Siddpaur, Sirsi and Yellapur taluks of Uttara 
Kannada, Karnataka), Thirubhuvanam Silk Sa-
ree (Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu) were granted Geo-
graphical Indication Tags recently

•• The new Chairperson of the newly constituted 
National Commission for Backward Classes is 
Bhagwan Lal Sahni

•• State Bank of India become the first in the coun-
try to link savings bank interest rate to RBI repo 
rate

•• Kazakhstan’s new interim President was sworn 
in on March 20 following the name of the Central 
Asian nation’s capital from Astana to Nursultan 

•• Every Vote Counts - Navin Chawla (former Chief 
Election Commissioner) 

•• IIT Delhi has developed an Artificial Intelli-
gence-based electronic hardware system to 
detect malaria, tuberculosis, intestinal parasite, 
and cervical cancer in milliseconds

•• UGC has prohibited imparting distance degree 
programmes in Agriculture subject

•• Dr. Rajendra Kumar Joshi founder and chair-
man of the RUJ Group who has been conferred 
with the prestigious Pravasi Bharatiya Samman 
Award on 29th March, 2019

•• President Ram Nath Kovind honoured with Cro-
atia’s highest civilian award ‘Grand Order of the 
King of Tomislav’

•• The world’s highest polling station at 15,256 feet 
in Tashigang village of Himachal Pradesh

•• Karambir Singh was appointed as the Chief of 
Naval Staff on March 23, 2019

•• India Post has released a special stamp cover 
on Ice Stupas

••  Gauri Sawant has been appointed by the Elec-

tion Commission of India as the first transgen-
der election ambassador

••  India ranked 76 in the World Economic Forum’s 
Global Energy Transition Index 2019 

•• The Kartarpur Corridor will connect with Gur-
daspur district of Punjab with Pakistan

•• A.K. Mohanty ook over as the Director of the 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) 

•• Italy become the first G-7 country to sign up for 
China’s Belt and Road Initiative

•• UN Security Council passed a new Resolution 
2462 in order to combat  Terror financing

•• Honble Chief Minister inaugurated the newly 
formed Thirumangalam Revenue Division of 
Madurai District 

•• The State government has notified renaming of 
Chennai’s Central Railway station   to Puratchi 
Thalaivar Dr MG Ramachandran Central Rail-
way Station. 

•• On march 5 Govt of Tamilnadu Revenue dept 
launched a Mobile App for e-Adangal 

•• 17th Lok Sabha elections

•• The Election Commission of India announced 
the schedule for the General Elections of 2019 
on March 10, 2019.

•• The General elections will take place in seven 
phases starting from April 11, 2019 as per the 
announcement

•• The five-year term of the 16th Lok Sabha is 
due to expire on 3rd June, 2019. Article 324 of 
the Constitution of India bestows the relevant 
powers, duties and functions upon the Election 
Commission of India 

•• General elections to the Legislative Assemblies 
of Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha 
and Sikkim shall be held

•• The Commission has decided to use Voter Veri-
fiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) alongwith Elec-
tronic Voting Machine (EVM) at every polling 
station of all the States and Union

•• 07 March has been declared to be observed as 
Jan Ausadhi Diwas to create awareness about 
use of generic medicines
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APRIL CURRENT  
AFFAIRS

•• On 1 April 2019, Japan unveiled the name of its 
new era titled Reiwa. 

•• IIT-Madras tops NIRF higher education rank-
ings.followed by the Indian Institute of Science, 
Bengaluru, and IIT-Delhi.  

•• India’s rank in the World Press Freedom Index 
2019 dropped two places to 140th in 2018

•• My circle  app launched recently on Womens 
safety by Airtel and FICCI Ladies jointly

•• President Ram Nath Kovind launched ‘CRPF 
Veer Pariwar’ application to help the families of 
martyrs on April 9, 2019 

•• A section of the media reported that a seven 
year old boy from Malappuram District of Kerala 
is suffering from a West Nile Virus (WNV)

•• Phayeng Village situated in Imphal West district 
of Manipur has been given the tag of India’s first 
carbon-positive settlement

•• Telangana may get its first Unesco World Heri-
tage Site, but it may be the Ramappa Temple at 
Palampet near Warangal than any of the Qutb 
Shahi era sites in Hyderabad.

•• RBI will issue Rs 20 banknotes of greenish-yel-
low colour. The new Rs 20 banknotes will bear 
Ellora Caves

•• Rana Dasgupta has been awarded the Rabin-
dranath Tagore Literary Prize 2019 for his liter-
ary novel Solo

•• President of India Ram Nath Kovind was on a 
state visit to Croatia, Bolivia and Chile from 30 
March to 1 April 2019.

•• London became the first city in the world to imple-
ment a 24*7 Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEZ). 

•• Tesla has developed its largest power storage 
system in Asia. It is established to reduce en-
ergy demand and provide emergency backup 
power to trains in Japan. 

•• The world’s longest salt cave has been dis-
covered in Israel near a desert site and it runs 
through Mount Sodom, Israel’s largest moun-
tain. · The cave is called Malham

•• In Slovakia, the government critic and anti-cor-
ruption activist Zuzana Caputova became the 
first female President defeating Maros Sefcovic

•• South Korea launched the world’s first fully-
fledged 5G mobile networks. 

•• GST revenue collections stood at Rs. 1, 06,577 
crore in March, as per government notification 
issued on 1 April, 2019. That marked the highest 
monthly collection since the introduction of GST

•• PSLV-C45, launched the Indian Space Research 
Organization’s satellite EMISAT from Satish 
Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota on April 1, 
2019. It also launched 28 other smaller satellites 
of international customers with textbook preci-
sion. PSLV C-45 is the 47th flight of PSLV (Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle)

•• Graham Reid former hockey player has been 
appointed as the chief coach of the men’s hock-
ey team of India

•• Claire Polosak umpire who has become the first 
woman to be an umpire in men’s one-day inter-
national

•• first ever summit of North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-Un and Russian President Vladimir Putin 
was held in Vladivostok

•• Malawi African country in which the world’s first 
malaria vaccine RTS, S was launched for chil-
dren upto 2 years 

•• Indonesia has released a commemorative 
stamp on the theme of Ramayana to mark 70 
years of its diplomatic ties with India

•• The WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was ar-
rested on 11th April, 2019, at Ecuadorian Em-
bassy in London

•• Politician of Indian-origin named Jagmeet Singh 
created history by making his debut in the House 
of Commons as the first non-white leader of a 
major opposition party in Canada

•• Telugu poet K Siva Reddy is to be conferred the 
prestigious Saraswati Samman 2018. He will be 
awarded this for his collection of poems titled 
Pakkaki Ottigilite

•• Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been con-
ferred “Order of St. Andrew the Apostle the First-
Called”, the highest civilian award of the Russian 
Federation.
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••  Three researchers, Bengio, Hinton, and LeCun, 
have won the 2018 Turing Award, known as the 
‘Nobel Prize of computing,’ for conceptual and 
engineering breakthroughs in artificial intelli-
gence.

•• Peter Tabichi of Kenya won the prestigious Var-
key Foundation Global Teacher Award 2019.

•• Operation Sahayata is a humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster relief for the Cyclone Idai hit 
Mozambique 

•• Powehi The name given by Hawaiian language 
professor Larry Kimura to the first ever black 
hole photographed by Event Horizon Telescope

•• Raavana-1 satelite Sri Lanka on April 18, 2019 
has launched its first satellite into space from 
the Mid-Atlantic Regional Spaceport at NASA’s 
Wallops Flight Facility on Virginia’s East Shore. 

•• 17 medals (3 Gold, 7 silver and 7 bronze) india 
won in 23rd edition of the Asian Athletics Cham-
pionship

•• United Arab Emirates   honoured PM Narendra 
Modi with its highest decoration Zayed Medal

•• INS Imphal guided missile destroyer launched 
by the Indian Navy at Mazagaon Dock Ship-
builders, Mumbai

•• David Malpass   has been elected as the new 
President of the World Bank on April 6, 2019

•• Google Anthos cloud management tool launched 
by Google allowing its users to run applications 
from anywhere

•• Virat Kohli has been named Wisden’s Leading 
Cricketer in the World for the year 2018

•• The Election Commissioners felicitated Thiru 
Sankara Raman, the Differently Abled State 
Icon from Tirunelveli District for his exemplary 
activities in creating awareness among the dif-
ferently abled electors 

•• The Governor has appointed retired High Court 
judge P. Devadass as the chairperson of the 
five-member Lokayukta . Retired High Court 
judge K. Venkataraman was the chairperson of 
the search committee 

•• Senior IAS officer R Palanisamy is the new State 
Election Commissioner  replacing Malik Feroz 
Khan.

•• The Overstory - Richard Powers 

•• Quichotte - Salman Rushdie

•• The Theme of Earth Day, 2019, is Protect Our 
Species. In the year 2020, the 50thanniversary 
of the Earth Day will be celebrated. 22nd April

•• World Intellectual Property Day was observed 
across the world on april 26th 

MAY CURRENT AFFAIRS
•• The first BJP government in the state of 

Arunachal Pradesh with absolute major-
ity took oath on May 29, 2019.BJP lead-
er and former CM Pema Khandu took 
oath as the Chief Minister of Arunachal 
Pradesh

•• Prem Singh Tamang alias P.S. Golay became 
the new Chief Minister of Sikkim

•• Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy led Yuvajana Srami-
ka Rythu Congress Party (YSR Congress) won 
legislative assembly elections, with a massive 
mandate.

•• Biju Janta Dal (BJD) supremo Naveen Patnaik 
sworn in as Odisha Chief Minister for the fifth 
time in a row

•• India has invited leaders of BIMSTEC member 
countries to attend the swearing-in of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and his council of min-
isters on May 30, 2019

•• The Website of the Lokpal was inaugurated by 
the Chairperson, Justice Pinaki Chandra Ghosh 
in presence of all the Members of Lokpal on 
16th May, 2019

•• Project Kannamma is the started by the Rotary 
Club of Madras North to provide sanitary nap-
kins to the students.

•• IIT-Bombay develops ‘Made in India’ micropro-
cessor

•• The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), has included 
Kailash Mansarovar in its tentative list of world 
heritage sites

•• The UK Parliament on 1st May, 2019, became 
the first national legislative body in the world to 
declare a climate change emergency
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•• Dr. Bibhu Kalyan Nayak became the first Indian 
to be appointed as the head of the International 
Hockey Federation

•• On 21 May 2019, Omani author Jokha Alharthi 
has been conferred 2019 Man Booker Interna-
tional Prize for her novel ‘Celestial Bodies’

•• former ISRO chairman Alur Seelin Kiran Ku-
mar was honoured with France’s highest civil-
ian award — Chevalier de l’Ordre national de 
la Lgion d’Honneur – for his contribution to In-
dia-France space co-operation.

•• Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legal-
ise same-sex marriage.

•• Kami Rita Sherpa has beaten his own record of 
conquering Mt. Everest by doing it for the 23rd 
time and again by doing it for the 24th time in 
May 2019

•• Shanghai Cooperation Organisation held from 
May 21 to 22 and attended by India’s external 
affairs minister Ms. Sushma Swaraj – Bishkek, 
Kyrgyz Republic

•• on May 22, RISAT-2B, the country’s newest mi-
crowave Earth observation satellite lanched by 
PSLV C46

•• The joint meetings of three conventions on 
chemicals and waste i.e. Basel, Rotterdam and 
Stockholm conventions took place from 29th 
April to 10th May, 2019 in Geneva,Switzerland.

•• Sachin Tendulkar  legendary cricketer of India has 
made his debut as a commentator in the opening 
match of the ICC Cricket World Cup 2019

•• Mumbai Indians team defeated Chennai Super 
Kings by 1 run in a last-ball thriller to become 
the 1st team to win the Indian Premier League 
(IPL) for the 4th time

•• Department of Biotechnology (DBT) launched 
MANAV : Human Atlas Initiative on May 10, to-
wards improving knowledge on human physiol-
ogy

•• Madan Bhimrao Lokur retired Supreme Court 
judge who has been appointed to the Supreme 
Court of Fiji

•• India recently was re-elected as Observer to 
Arctic Council

•• The first detailed images beamed back by NA-
SA’s New Horizons spacecraft after its historic 

flyby of Ultima Thule — the most distant and 
possibly the oldest space object ever explored 

•• 17th May World Telecommunication and Infor-
mation Society Day is observed every year

•• Leadership for Road Safety was the theme of 
United Nations Global Road Safety Week which 
was observed from May 6 to May 12

JUNE CURRENT AFFAIRS
•• Harda district of Madhya Pradesh achieved 

the feat of becoming the first district to handle 
the entire work of counting votes by all women 
counting staff on 23rd May, 2019.

•• Nepali mountaineer Gopal Shrestha, became 
the first HIV infected climber to scale the world’s 
highest peak Mount Everest 

•• India for the first time will host the 14th session 
of the Conference of Parties (COP-14) of the 
UNCCD (United Nations Convention to Com-
bat Desertification). It will be held between 2nd 
September to 13th September, 2019 at the India 
Expo Center and Mart, New Delhi.

•• The Election Commission of India recognized 
the National People’s Party as the 8th National 
Party of India on 7th June, 2019. 

•• Newly appointed External Affairs Minister and 
former External Affairs Secretary Dr. S. Jaishan-
kar visited Bhutan on 7-8 June, 2019

•• World Health Organization (WHO) launched a 
global campaign named AWaRe urging govern-
ments to adopt a tool to reduce the spread of 
antimicrobial resistance

•• WTO Ministerial meeting of developing countries was 
hosted by India in New Delhi on 13-14 May 2019.

•• 11th Arctic Council Ministerial meeting took 
place at Rovaniemi, Finland.

•• A major training exercise ‘Kharga Prahar’ was 
conducted by the Indian Army in Punjab, from 
27 May- 4 June, 2019

•• Thomas Bach, President of International Olym-
pic Committee announced that the 2026 Winter 
Olympics will be held in Italy 

•• Indian actress Dia Mirza has been appointed 
SDG Advocate alongwith 16 other prominent 
global figures.
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•• India’s G.S. Lakshmi has become the first wom-
an to be appointed to ICC’s international panel 
of match referees and will be eligible to officiate 
in international games with immediate effect 

•• The Narendra Modi government appointed IPS 
officer Samant Goel as the new Research and 
Analysis Wing (RAW) chief.

•• National Democratic Alliance nominee and BJP 
MP from Kota, Om Birla was unanimously elect-
ed as the Speaker of 17th Lok Sabha on June 
19, 2019. Pro-tem speaker Dr Virendra Kumar

•• Thawarchand Gehlot - BJP leader from Madhya 
Pradesh who has been appointed the Leader of 
the House - Rajya Sabha,

•• Journalists Kyaw Soe Oo and Wa Lone (both 
Myanmar) won this year’s UNESCO/Guillermo 
Cano Press Freedom Prize.

•• Around 180 governments on agreed on a new 
UN accord to regulate the export of plastic 
waste – Basel Convention 

•• 2nd Global Disability Summit to be held at Buenos 
Aires, Argentina during 6th to 8th June, 2019.

•• ‘My Life, My Mission’ book is an autobiography 
of- Baba Ramdev

•• Operation Sankalp operation launched by the 
Indian Navy in Gulf of Oman to reassure Indian 
flagged vessels transiting through the area

•• The Reserve Bank has constituted a high-lev-
el  committee  under IBA Chief Executive  VG 
Kannan to examine ATM charges and fees 

•• Shri Rajiv Mehrishi Comptroller and Auditor 
General of India who has been elected as the 
external auditor of World Health Organisation 
for a term of 4 years from 2020 to 2023

•• G-20 Summit held from 28 to 29 June 2019 – 
Osaka, Japan

•• Maldives has honoured the Indian PM Shri Nar-
endra Modi with its highest honour Rule of Nis-
han Izzuddeen

•• While Shivani Jadhav from Chhattisgarh was 
crowned Femina  Miss  GrandIndia 2019, Shreya 
Shanker from Bihar won the Miss India United Conti-
nents 2019 title. Miss India 2019 Winner Suman Rao

•• NITI Aayog released today a comprehensive 
Health Index report titled, “Healthy States, Pro-

gressive India Among the Larger States, Kerala, 
Punjab, and Tamil Nadu ranked on top in terms 
of overall performance

•• India’s rank  has slipped five places to 141 
among 163 countries on theGlobal Peace Index 
2019, while Iceland remains the most peaceful 
country

•• Amitabh Kant CEO of Niti Aayog who has got 
two year extension till June 30 2021

•• Arvind Kumar the senior IPS officer who has 
been appointed as the new Chief of Intelligence 
Bureau (IB)

•• Mohammed Shami has recently become the 
second Indian bowler to take hat-trick in World 
Cup history

•• Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury has been named as 
the Congress leader in Lok Sabha

•• Revolt Intellicorp has unveiled India’s first smart 
electric motor bike RV 400

•• Ministry of Jal Shakti created which new min-
istry by merging the Ministry of Water Re-
sources, River Development and Ganga Re-
juvenation and Ministry of Drinking Water and 
Sanitation to provide safe drinking water to 
people

•• Scenic Dzükou Valley has become Plastic Free 
Zone on the occasion of World Environment 
Day. This valley is located in  Nagaland

•• Libra the name of Facebook’s new digital cur-
rency

•• World Day against Child Labour was observed 
across the world on june  12th theme -Children 
should not work in fields but on dreams

•• Prayuth Chan-ocha was elected as the Prime 
Minister of Thailand

•• Jalad K. Tripathy, a 1985-batch IPS officer, will 
take charge as the new Director-General of Po-
lice/Head of Police Force

•• “Srinivasan, special secretary, Legislative As-
sembly Secretariat, is promoted and  appoint-
ed  to act as secretary, Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly

••  The State government announced the appoint-
ment of K. Shanmugam as Chief Secretary.
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Sl. No. Category Winner Runner Up
1. Men’s Singles Rafael Nadal (Spain) Austria Dominic Thiem
2. Women’s Singles Ashleigh Barty (Australia) Marketa Vondrousova 

(Czech Republic)
3. Men’s Doubles Kevin Krawietz (Germany) and 

Andreas Mies (Germany)
Jeremy Chardy (France) 
and Fabrice Martin 
(France)

4. Women’s Doubles Tímea Babos (Hungary) and 
Kristina Mladenovic (France)

Duan Yingying (China) and 
Zheng Saisai (China)

5. Mixed Doubles Latisha Chan (Chinese Taipei) 
and Ivan Dodig (Croatia)

Gabriela Dabrowski 
(Canada) and Mate Pavic 
(Croatia)

•• Butterfly species Tamil yeoman (Cirrochroa 
thais) has been officially declared as state but-
terfly of Tamil Nadu 

•• The  Avadi  special grade municipality in 
Tiruvallur district has been upgraded as 
a municipal  corporation, 15th one in the 
State.

•• The theme of National Statistics Day 2019 ob-
served on 29 June 2019 – Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals

•• The  theme  for the  World Environment Day 
2019 is “beat the Air Pollution”. 

JULY CURRENT AFFAIRS
•• On 22nd July, 2019, the powerful booster Geo-

synchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle (GSLVM-
kIII-M1) carrying Chandrayaan-2. Muthayya 
Vanitha, Project Director, Chandrayaan 2 Ritu 
Karidhal, Mission Director, Chandrayaan 2

•• The World Health Organization (WHO) declared 
that measles disease has been eradicated in 
the island nation of Sri Lanka.

•• Palau, an archipelago of over 500 islands in 
Oceania became the 76th signatory country to 
join the International Solar Alliance

••  On july 31st The Rajya Sabha passed the triple 
talaq Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 2019. 

•• The Centre is to organize the 22nd National 
Conference on e-Governance 2019 on 8-9th 
August, 2019 at Shillong, Meghalaya.

•• Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Madras have 
developed a Smart agricopter. The innovation 
aims to eliminate manual spraying of pesticides 
in agricultural fields.

•• Tamil Nadu girl Jerlin Anika won the gold medal in 
the World Deaf Youth Badminton Championships

•• The Geographical indicator (GI) granted to Odis-
ha for the ‘Odisha rasgulla’, more than two years 
after West Bengal won its own GI tag for the de-
lectable eastern sweet.

•• NITI Aayog and Facebook-owned WhatsApp 
under the aegis of its Women Entrepreneur-
ship Platform (WEP) announced a partnership 
to support the growth of a robust ecosystem to 
promote women entrepreneurs in India.

•• PM Narendra Modi released the All India Tiger 
Estimation Report 2018. The massive tiger cen-
sus is conducted every four years. India now 
has 2,967 tigers. The growth in the 4th cycle of 
the Tiger Census has been a 33%. 

•• As per the Tiger Estimation Report 2018 - high-
est number of tigers have found in Madhya 
Pradesh (526), after that Karnataka has 524 
and Uttarakhand is accommodating 442 tigers.

•• India-Nepal Logistics Summit 2019 was held in 
Kathmandu, Nepal. 
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•• Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla appointed Adhir 
Ranjan Chowdhury Congress floor leader in Lok 
Sabha as the chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee (PAC).

•• BS Yediyurappa government win the trust vote 
with the support of 105 BJP MLAs in a reduced 
House strength of 208

•• Ministry of Sports has announced that the third 
edition of Khelo India Youth Games will be held 
in Guwahati from January 18-30, 2020. 

•• PM Narendra Modi released the book “Chandra 
Shekhar - The Last Icon of Ideological Politics”;  
The book has been written by Shri Harivansh

•• Inter-Ministerial Committee on Virtual Curren-
cies headed by finance secretary Subhash 
Chandra Garg has submitted its report to the 
government.

•• India  improved its  ranking  in the  global inno-
vation index  by five places to 52nd in 2019 
from 57th position last year.

•• India’s fastest train Vande Bharat Express suc-
cessfully completed its test run from New Delhi 
to Katra in eight hours. 

•• Andhra Pradesh became the first state to re-
serve jobs for local youth. 

•• Senior diplomat Sanjeev Kumar Singla is ap-
pointed as the next Indian Ambassador to Israel.

•• Delhi’s Prithu Gupta become India’s 64th Grand-
master.

•• Rajya Sabha member D Raja is appointed the 
general secretary of the Communist Party of In-
dia (CPI)  

•• The 9th Edition of South Asian Association for 
Regional Cooperation (SAARC) Film Festi-
val2019 The festival was held at the National 
Film Corporation Cinema Hall, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. Bengali filmmaker Kaushik Ganguly’s 
film ‘Nagarkirtan’ won four awards

•• Tamil Nadu to form two new district The total 
number of districts in the state will be raised 
to 35. Tenkasi District would be carved out of 
Tirunelveli and Chengalpet District would be es-
tablished by splitting Kanchipuram district

•• The United Nations observed the Nelson Man-
dela International Day, also popularly known as 
Mandela Day, on 18 July every year. 

•• Former Supreme Court judge, Justice AK Sikri is 
appointed as an international judge of the Sin-
gapore International Commercial Court (SICC).

•• TVS Motor company launched India’s first etha-
nol-based motorcycle TVS Apache RTR 200 Fi E100

•• Meghalaya became the first Indian state to draft 
a water policy to ensure water conservation, is-
sues and protection of water resources in the 
State.

•• Novak Djokovic won his fifth Wimbledon title  He 
defeated Swiss tennis ace Roger Federer 

••  UN Development Programme (UNDP) has re-
leased its Global Multidimensional Poverty In-
dex (MPI) 2019. 

•• Magnus Carlsen of Norway won the 2019 Croa-
tia Grand Chess Tour title.

•• India’s first elephant rehabilitation centre will be 
set up by the Kerala State Government  It is in 
its ecotourism village of Kottoor.

•• Kyriakos Mitsotakis, the Greek conservative 
leader, sworn in as the Prime Minister of Greece

•• Third edition of International Sunflower Seed 
and Oil Conference(lSSOC) 2019 will be held in 
Mumbai India 

•• For the first time in India Hyderabad’s Rajiv 
Gandhi International Airport is set to launch the 
face-recognition facility under the Centre’s Digi 
Yatra Policy.

•• Maharashtra got first rank in NITI Aayog launched 
plan “Agricultural Marketing and Farmer Friendly 
Reforms Index (AMFFRI)”.

•• Aparna Kumar created history by becoming the 
first civil servant and IPS officer to achieve the 
incredible and rare feat of completing ‘7 Sum-
mits’ challenge’

•• Prime Minister Narendra Modi called to start a 
mass movement for water conservation   . Mann 
Ki Baat programme on All India Radio for the first 
time after resuming office for the second term.

•• Border Security Force (BSF) has launched a mas-
sive exercise, code named as  Sudarshan, to forti-
fy Anti-Infiltration Grid along Pakistan border 

•• Zimbabwe has been suspended by the Interna-
tional Cricket Council from participating in ICC 
event
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•• – Jaipur capital city of Rajasthan which has 
been granted the status of World Heritage Site 
by UNESCO, becoming the 38th site from India 
to be so tagged

•• Remember, Rejoice and Renew was the theme 
of Kargil Vijay Diwas 2019 which was observed 
on July 26 to commemorate India’s victory in 
1999

•• South Africa has launched Carbon Tax to be 
levied from June 1, 2019 on greenhouse gases 
from fuel combustion and industrial processes 
and emissions

•• Honble Chief Minister released the book titled 
Thiruvalluvar Thirumugam written by Thiru V.G 
Santhosham

•• Udumalai Radhakrishnan was appointed as the 
Chairman of Tamil Nadu Arasu Cable TV Corpo-
ration Ltd (TACTV).

•• Kiran Gurrala IAS The Special Officer appointed 
for the newly formed Kallakurichi District 

•• An international flower auction centre will be set 
up at Hosur in Krishnagiri distric

•• Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami on july 
20  unveiled a portrait of freedom fighter SS Ra-
masamy Padayatchiyar in the State Assembly  

•• Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami honoured 
P Chinnapillai (66) from Madurai district, who has 
been working for the uplift of rural women for over 
three decades, by presenting her the Tamil Nadu 
government’s Avvaiyar award for the current year. 

•• The Tamil Nadu government appointed senior 
bureaucrat S Krishnan as principal secretary to 
the finance department.

•• Whispers of Time - Dr. Krishan Saksena

••  Quichotte - Salman Rushdie

•• August Current Affairs

•• Vice President Shri Venkaiah Naidu released a 
book titled “Listening, Learning and Leading” of 
his two years in office.

•• The Khadi and Village Industry Commission 
(KVIC) launched Leather Mission on World Trib-
al Day. 

•• The third International Electric Vehicle Conclave 
was held at the International Centre for Automo-

tive Technology (ICAT) in Manesar, Haryana. 

•• Andhra Pradesh government launched the 
Navodayam scheme. The scheme is for thou-
sands of ailing Micro, Small and Medium Enter-
prises (MSMEs) in the state

•• The book titled ‘Oru Manidhan Oru Iyakkam Ka-
laignar Mu. Karunanidhi’ in Tamil language . 

•• Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT-M) intro-
duced the Project Water Chakra to recycle urine. 

•• United Nations observes 9th August every year as 
International Day of the World’s Indigenous Peoples. 

•• United Nations report said that the Papua New 
Guinea has the highest number of living indig-
enous languages in the world with 840. India 
stands fourth with 453

•• India’s first underwater train project in Kolkata 
under the Hugli river is about to be complet-
ed.   The Kolkata Metro project is a 16-kilome-
tre long will connect Salt Sector 5 with Howrah 
Maidan.

•• The Indian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has announced Vikram Sarabhai Jour-
nalism Award in Space Science, Technology 
and Research as a reward and recognition to 
journalists

•• The e-version of Rozgar Samachar launched re-
cently by Union Minister of Information & Broad-
casting Shri Prakash Javadekar. The main aim 
is to make the aspirants aware of job opportuni-
ties in government sector 

•• The 77th anniversary of the August Kranti Din is 
considered as one of the important milestones 
in the history of freedom struggle of our country, 
is being observed.

•• Punjab’s Mohali traffic police have launched ‘In-
telights’. The system was designed by the stu-
dents of a Chandigarh university. It is India’s first 
3-D Smart Traffic Signal devised on the wireless 
system.

•• President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent 
to the abrogation of Article 370. It will now re-
voke the special status to Jammu and Kash-
mir. The resolution to revoke Article 370 was 
passed by Lok Sabha on 6 August. It was 
passed by Rajya Sabha on 5th August. The 
notice issued by the President said that as 
from 6th August, 
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IMPORTANT AMENDMENTS
First Amendment,1951 placed reasonable restrictions on free speech, and created 

the Ninth Schedule that protects laws placed in it from 
judicial scrutiny

Seventh Amendment 1956 Paved the way for reorganization of states along linguistics 
lines.

12th Amendment,1961 led to incorporation of Goa, Daman and Diu as a Union Ter-
ritory, consequent to acquisition from Portugal

26th Amendments,1971 Led to abolition of privy purse paid to former rulers of 
princely states which were incorporated into the Indian Re-
public.

35th and 36th Amendments, 
1975

made Sikkim part of the Indian Union

42nd Amendment,1976 passed during Emergency curtailed fundamental rights, 
imposed a set of fundamental duties and added the words 
‘secular’ and ‘socialist’ to the Preamble.

43rd amendment,1978 Which repeals the obnoxious provisions of the Constitution 
(42nd Amendment) Act passed during the emergency.

44th Amendment,1978 Right to Property has been deleted from the list of Funda-
mental Rights. The term of Parliament and State Legisla-
tures has been reduced from six to five years. 

52nd Amendment,1985 10th schedule to the Constitution anti defection law.
61st Amendment, 1989 Lowered the voting age from 21 to 18.

69th Amendment, 1991 The name of Union Territory Delhi changed to National Cap-
ital Area.

•• The National Handloom Day is observed on 7th 
August every year

•• Bhasha Mukherjee, an Indian-origin doctor, has 
been crowned MISS ENGLAND in Miss En-
gland competition in London.

•• India has slipped to the 7th position in the glob-
al GDP rankings in 2018, marginally behind the 
UK and France, according to World Bank data.

•• The Defence Research Development Organisa-
tion (DRDO) successfully test-fired an indige-
nously developed Quick Reaction Surface to Air 
Missile (QRSAM) on August 4 

•• World Breastfeeding Week is celebrated from 
August 1 to 7 Theme: Empower Parents. Enable 
Breastfeeding 

•• NDTV journalist Ravish Kumar was awarded the 

2019 Ramon Magsaysay Award.

•• Government has launched the One Nation-One 
Ration Card scheme in Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.

•• The Union Cabinet approved the setting up of 
ISRO Technical Liaison Unit (ITLU) in Moscow. 

•• Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K Palaniswami named 
Three cubs born to lion ‘Siva’ and lioness’ Nee-
la’ were named as ‘Pradeep’, ‘Dhakshina’ and 
‘Niranjana’ . Similarly, four white tiger cubs born 
to tiger ‘Vijay’ and tigress ‘Uthra’ were named as 
‘Mithran’, ‘Yuga’, ‘Venmathi’ and ‘Rithwik’

•• The election to the Vellore Lok Sabha constitu-
ency was held on August 5. 71.51% votes polled 

in Vellore Lok Sabha elections
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70th Amendment 1992 Members of Pondicherry Assembly and members of the pro-
posed Assembly of Delhi given right to elect the President.

73rd Amendment, 1992 It is concerning Panchayati Raj
74th Amendment,1992 It is regarding Municipal Boards and Corporations
76th Amendment,1994 Enabled continuance of 69% reservation in Tamil Nadu by 

including the relevant Tamil Nadu Act under 9th Schedule 
of the constitution.

86th Amendment,2002 Provides for Right to Education until the age of fourteen 
and early childhood care until the age of six.

99th Amendment,2014 Paved the way for appointment and transfer in higher ju-
diciary by creating National Judicial Appointment Commis-
sion. It was struck down by the SC in 2015.

100th Amendment,2015 Enabled exchange of certain enclaves with Bangladesh.
101 Amendment, 2016 Goods & Services Tax 
102 Amendment .2018 Establishment of Permanent OBC Commission ( August 2018, 

123rd amendment Bill)
103 Amendment, 2019 10 % Economic Reservation for upper caste (124th Constitu-

tional Amendment bill) 

IMPORTANT CONGRESS SESSION
Year Place President Importance
1885 Bombay W.C Bannarjee First Session of Congress ( 72 delegates 

participated) 
1887 Madras Badruddin Tayabji First session to be presided by a Muslim.
1888 Allahabad George Yule First session to be presided by an 

Englishman.
1896 Kolkata Rahimtulla M Sayani The National Song, Vande Mataram was 

sung for the first time.
1907 Surat Rashbihari Ghosh The INC split into two, one consisting of 

Moderates, led by Gokhale and the other 
consisting of Extremists, led by Tilak.

1911 Kolkata Pandit Bishan Narayan Dar The National Anthem, Jana Gana Mana 
was sung for the first time.

1916 Lucknow Ambica Charan Mazumdar Joint session with Muslim league in which 
the historic Lucknow pact was signed.

1917 Kolkata Mrs Annie Besant First session to be presided by a Lady.
1920 Nagpur C.Vijayaragavacharya First Tamil to head
1924 Belgam Gandhiji Only session headed by Gandhiji
1925 kanpur Sarajini Naidu First Indian women  headed 
1927 Madras Mukhtar Ahmed Ansari Held in Tamilnadu

1929 Lahore Jawaharlal Nehru Resolution for Poorna Swaraj or complete 
independence

1931 Karachi Vallabai patel Drafting of Fundamental rights 
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Year Place President Importance
1938 Haripura Netaji Subash Chandra 

bose
Bose is headed 

1947 Meerat J.B kirupalini At the time of independence 

CREATION OF STATES WITH CAPITAL
Andhra Pradesh Oct 1, 1953 Hyderabad Telugu
Arunachal Pradesh Feb 20, 1987 Itanagar English
Assam Aug 15, 1947 Dispur Assamese
Bihar April 1, 1936 Patna Hindi, Urdu
Chhattisgarh Nov 1, 2000 Raipur Hindi, Chhatisgarhi
Goa May 30, 1987 Panaji Konkani
Gujarat May 1, 1960 Gandhinagar Gujarati
Haryana Nov 1, 1966 Chandigarh Hindi, Punjabi
Himachal Pradesh Jan 25, 1971 Shimla Hindi
Jammu and Kashmir Oct 26, 1947 Srinagar Urdu
Jharkhand Nov 15, 2000 Ranchi Hindi
Karnataka Nov 1, 1956 Benguluru Kannada
Kerala Nov 1, 1956 Trivendrum Malyalam
Madhya Pradesh Nov 1, 1956 Bhopal Hindi
Maharashtra May 1, 1960 Mumbai Marathi
Manipur Jan 21, 1972 Imphal Manipuri, English
Meghalaya Jan 21, 1972 Shilong English, Garo, Khasi
Mizoram Feb 20, 1987 Aizawl Mizo, English
Nagaland Dec 1, 1963 Kohima English
Odisha Apr 1, 1936 Bhubaneshwar Odiya
Punjab Aug 15, 1947 Chandigarh Punjabi
Rajasthan Nov 1, 1956 Jaipur Hindi
Sikkim May 16, 1975 Gangtok Nepali, Bhutia, 

Lepcha
Tamilnadu Nov 1, 1956 Chennai Tamil
Telangana June 2, 2014 Hyderabad Telugu, Urdu
Tripura Jan 21, 1972 Agartala Bengali, Tripuri
Uttar Pradesh Jan 26, 1950 Lucknow Hindi
Uttarakhand Nov 9, 2000 Dehradun Hindi
West Bengal Nov 1, 1956 Kolkata Bengali

NATIONAL SYMBOLS RELATED FACTS
The National Emblem is an adaptation from the Sarnath Lion Capital of Ashoka.
The four smaller animals at the bottom of national emblem are horse and bull (visible) and 
lion and elephant (not visible).
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The National Emblem was adopted by the Government of India on 26 January 1950.
‘Satyameva Jayate’ inscribed below has been taken from the Mundaka Upanishad.
National Anthem
The national anthem ‘Jana Gana Mana’ was first sung at Calcutta session of Indian National 
Congress in 1911, 27 Dec.
It was adopted by the Indian constitution on 24 Jan 1950.
Its English rendering has been given by Tagore himself.
The song was composed originally in Bengali by Rabindranath Tagore, the National Anthem 
is its Hindi version.
The complete song consists of five stanzas. The first stanza contains the full version of the 
National Anthem.
The playing time for full version of the song is 52 seconds.
National Song
The national song Vande Mataram has been taken from Bankim Chandra Chatterji’s Anand 
Math.
It was first sung at 1896 session of INC. 
Its English rendering has been given by Shri Aurobindo.
The national calendar based on the Saka Era was adopted on 22 Mar 1957.
Chaitra is the first month of the year whose 1st day falls on 22 March normally and on 21 
March in a leap year.
The national calendar also has 365/366 days
Chaitra has 30 days normally and 31 days in a leap year.
The design of the national flag was adopted on 22 July 1947.
The ratio of width of the flag to its length is two to three.
The design of the wheel at the centre is taken from the abacus of the Sarnath Lion Capital 
of Ashoka.
The ‘Dharmachakra’ (wheel) at the centre has 24 spokes.
The display of the National Flag is governed by Flag Code of India, 2002, which took effect 
on 26 Jan 2002.
As per the provisions of the Flag Code of India, 2002, there shall be no restriction on 
the display of the National Flag by members of general public, private organisations, 
educational institutions, etc.,except to the extent provided in the Emblems and Names 
(Prevention of Improper Use) Act, 1950 and the Prevention of Insults to National Honour 
Act, 1971 and any other law enacted on the subject.
Other National Symbols
The national bird is Peacock (Pavo cristatus)
The national fruit is Mango (Magnifera indica)
The national flower is Lotus (Nelumbo Nucifera)
The national tree is Banyan (Ficus benghalensis)
The national animal is Tiger (Panthera tigris)
The national aquatic animal is River Dolphin (Platanista gangetica), in 2009
The national river is the Ganges
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IMPORTANT SCHEMES
S.No. Schemes  Programme Year of 

Beginning
Objective/Description

 1  Employment Guarantee 
Scheme of Maharashtra

1972  To assist the economically weaker 
sections of the rural society. 

 2  Crash Scheme for Rural 
Employmement (CSRE)

1972   For rural employment

 3  Training Rural Youth for 
Self-Employment (TRYSEM)

1979    Program for Trainingrural youth for 
self employment.

 4  Integrated Rural 
Development Programme 
(IRDP)

 1980 All-round development of the rural 
poor through a program of asset 
endowment for self employment. 

 5  National Rural Employment 
Program (NREP)

1980  To provide profitable employment 
opportunities to the rural poor. 

 6  Rural Landless Employment 
Guarantee Program (RLEGP)

1983  For providing employment to 
landless farmers and laborers. 

 7  Self-employment to the 
Educated Unemployed Youth 
(SEEUY)

1983  To provide financial and technical 
assistance for self-employment.  

 8  Self-Employment programme 
for Urban Poor (SEPUP)

1986  To provide self employment to urban 
poor through provision of subsidy 
and bank credit. 

 9  Jawahar Rozgar Yojana 1989  For providing employment to rural 
unemployed.

 10  Nehru Rozgar Yojana 1989  For providing employment to urban 
unemployed. 

 11  Scheme of Urban Wage 
Employment (SUWE)

1990  To provide wages employment after 
arranging the basic facilities for 
poor people in the urban areas 
where population is less than one 
lakh. 

 12  Employment Assurance 
Scheme (EAS)

1993  To provide employment of at least 
100 days in a year in village. 

 13  Swarnajayanti Shahari 
Rozgar Yojana (SJSRY)

1997  To provide gainful employment 
to urban unemployed and under 
employed poor through self 
employment or wage employment. 

 14  Swarna Jayanti Gram 
Swarozgar Yojana (SYGSY)

1999  For eliminating rural poverty and 
unemployment and promoting self 
employment. 

 15  Jai Prakash Narayan Rojgar 
Guarantee Yojana (JPNRGY)

Proposed 
in 2002-03 
budget

Employment guarantee in most poor 
distt. 

 16  National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme

2006  To provide atleast 100 days wage 
employment in rural areas. 
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 17  Sampoorna Grameen Rozgar 
Yojana

 2001 To provide wage employment and 
food security in rural areas and 
also to create durable economic ans 
social assets.

 18  Food for Work Programme   2001 
& 2004 
expanded 

To give food thrugh wage 
employment in the drought affected 
areas in eight states. Wages are 
paid by the state governments 
partly in cash and partly in 
foodgrains.

 19  Mahatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guarantee 
Act (MGNREGA)

 2005& 
2006

To create a right based framework 
for wage employment programmes 
and makes the government legally 
bound to provide employment to 
those who seek it.

 20 Prime Minister’s Employment 
Generation Programme 
(PMEGP)

2008 To generate employment 
opportunities in rural as well as 
urban areas through setting up of 
new self-employment ventures/
projects/micro enterprises.

21 SEBI 1992 To regulate share market 
22 Ganga Kalyan Yojana 1997-98 To Provide Fiancial Assistance to 

Farmers use of Ground Water
23 Anna poorna Yojana 1999 To provide 10 KG food Grains to 

Senior Citizens
24 Shiksha Sahyog Yojana 2001-2002 Education for Children Below 

Poverty Line
25 Antodana Anna Yojana 2000 To provide Food Security to the 

Rural People
26 Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan 2001 To Provide Primary Education
27 Janani Suraksha Yojana 2005 National Maternity Benefit Scheme
28 Bharat Nirman 2005 Development of Rural 

Infrastructure 
29 NRHM: National Rural Health 

Mission
2005 To enhance the health facilities in 

rural area
30 JNNURM: Jawaharlal Nehru 

National Urban Renewal 
Mission:

2005 To construct pakka houses for urban  
and Transport System 

31 Rajiv Awas Yojana 2009 Urban Housing 
32 Indra Awas Yojana 1985 Rural Housing 
33 INTEGRATED CHILD DEVEL-

OPMENT SERVICES (ICDS)

1975 for early childhood 

care  and  development.
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34 Accredited Social Health 
Activist 

(ASHA)

2005 To Promote Institutional Delivery

35 Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha  

Abhiyan (RUSA)

2013 Higher Education 

36 JAN DAN YOJANA 2014 Financial Inclusion 
37 Make in india 2014 aimed  at  reviving  the  job-

creating  manufacturing  sector
38 (HRIDAY) 2015 to preserve the heritage character 

of each  Heritage City.
39 STARTUP INDIA 2016 19-point action plan for start- up 

enterprises in India
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TAMILNADU GOVERNMENT SCHEME
AMMA  Thittam” 2013
Amma Marundhagams 2014
“Cradle  Baby  Scheme” 1992,
M.G.R.  

Nutritious Meal Programme

1982

Tamil Nadu Village Habitations 

Improvement (THAI)

2011

“Amma Magapperu Sanjeevi Jan, 2016
Pudhu Vaazhvu Project 2005
Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Ninaivu Thirumana  Nidhi Udhavi 
Thittam

1989

dharmambal Ammaiyar Ninaivu  Widows Remarriage Scheme 1975
E.V.R.Maniammaiyar Ninaivu  Poor Widow Daughter’s Marriage  Assistance 
Scheme

1981

Muthulakshmi Reddy Ninaivu  Intercaste Marriage Assistance  Scheme 1967
Amma Cement 2014
Thalikku thangam thittam 2011
Amma Kudineer 2013
Amma baby care kits (16 types of baby-products) 2014
Pannai Pasumai Nugarvor Kootturavu Kadai 2013
Amma Unavagam 2013
Amma seeds Jan, 2016
Amma Arogya Thittam’ March 1, 2016

INDIA FIVE YEAR PLANS AT A GLACNE
Plan Period theme/Model/target

1st 51-56 Harrod Domar Model

Main focus: Agriculture, irrigation and power.

Got more GDP growth than its original target.
2nd 56-61 P.C.Mahalanobis Model

Socialist model, Rapid industrialization, heavy industries.
3rd 61-66 Sukhmoy Chakraborty and Sanddy

Also called “Gadgil Yojana”.

Failed to achieve its target due to droughts and wars with 
Pak-China

Holidays 66-69 Holiday declared 
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4th 69-74 Ashok Rudra-Alon Manney
growth with stability and self-reliance. [#EPICFAIL due to 
Bangladeshi refugee problem and drought.

5th 74-79 C.Subramaniam and later redrafting by D.P.Dhar

Originally it was a 10 year long term perspective plan with 
focus on poverty removal and self-reliance

RollingPlan 78-80 Morarji Desai’s Janta government came up with Rolling plan 
system – we’ll measure progress every year and make new 
plans accordingly for next year.

6th 80-85 Poverty removal (Garibi Hatao), IRDP, NREM, TRYSEM etc. 
7th 85-89 Pranav Mukherjee

Focus on employment. Jawahar Rozgar Yojana started.
2 Annual plans 89-91 Political instability at Centre. Hence only annual plans.
8th 92-97 John W.Miller model.

PV Narasimha Rao- LPG reforms
9th 97-02 Growth with social justice and equity. Mostly “indicative” 

planning.
EPICFAIL due to global slowdown after Asian financial crisis.

10th 02-07 8% GDP growth rate, double per capita income in 10 years.
11th 07-12 Theme: “inclusive growth”

C.Rangarajan framed it with targets: 8-10% growth rate, 70 
million new jobs, lower IMR, CMR, TFR etc.

12th 12-17 Theme: “Faster, More inclusive and sustainable growth”.

Target growth rates: 9% GDP, 4% Agriculture, 10% Mfg.

10% reduction in poverty, create 50 million new jobs.

Get IMR:26, MMR:1000,Child Sex ratio: 950, TFR: 2.1

Increase mean school years, forest cover, infrastructure 
investment, rural tele-density.
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