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GROUP II&IIA MAINS 

 

 

 

1. With reference to glories of rain Valluvar view water to be the primary 

natural resource. 

                                                   

              . 

Valluvar proceeds to sing of the glories of rain. Why this, immediately after God? 

Valluvar is a fundamental thinker. Rains lend the basic support to material life. 

Without it there is no vegetation, no life, no prosperity. Rains symbolised the 

substratum of material life; and unless that is assured, all ethics, right living, 

good life, and ordered existence are impossible. History would be at a standstill; 

man to man would be a wolf. Water is life. Giving and so spirit-giving. Rain is the 

compendious expression of all the economic factors that make for material life. It 

is the single and most visible element known for life-affirmation. In a sense, this 

is an acceptance of economic determinism in history; but with Thiruvalluvar 

economics is not the exclusive determinant, as it was with Marx and other 

Materialist Dialectics. Economics comes only after the spiritual-or the religious, if 

we want to have it that way-in his scheme of values. Or at best, it is a conjoint 

determinant. Nevertheless with Valluvar economics is a basic determinant. 

                                                  ?       

                     ,                                   

       ,                       ,                      .     

                                ,                            

                 ,                                        . 

            ,                           ,           ,       

                                                   

                 .                                     

                           .                  ,            

                            ;                          
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                     .      -                               

     ,                      -                               

            .                                                 

       . 

“                                 

             ” 

Rain creats fit food for them that eat and is itself their food.  

“                          

                     ”  

If the heavens dry up, neither yearly festivals nor daily worship will be offered in 

this world to the inhabitants of heaven.  

Food is the basis of life. Rain brings food, and itself, as water, forms food. The 

world is sustained by it; so is it verily ambrosia. The consequences of a failure of 

rain are terrible to contemplate. It would spell disaster and ruin to all economic 

life. Hunger would stalk the land and torment this wide sea-girt world." The 

ploughmen will not plough. Even a pastoral, nomadic existence will be impossible. 

Not even a blade of grass will grow." Neither can you exist on sea food; for "even 

the wealth of the wide sea will be diminished, if the cloud that has drawn its 

waters up gives them not back again". Will there be any religion left? Neither 

will there be festivals nor dally worship of the gods. There will be no charity, no 

generosity. The milk of human kindness will dry up when the rains dry up. Life 

cannot exist without water; neither can right conduct." 

                      .                     ,            

                                         ;             

        (    )                    .                  

                       .                              

                          .                                

        .                   .                         .       

                  "                                        ; 

       , "                           ,                    

                            ".                          ? 

                               .          ,                  
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      .                                    .             

                 ;                  . " 

“                        

               ” 

If the rich resources of rain-bearing cloud fail or there be rain-scarcity, the 

ploughmen will not plough with the yoke of the oxen.  

“                            

              ” 

Hunger would stalk abroad and torment this wide sea-grit world, were the rains 

to fail in time.  

From these basic ideas follow certain important economic tenets. The basis of a 

stable economic life is rain, because rain furnishes food. Hence, agriculture is the 

most fundamental economic activity and lest there should be any doubt on this, 

Valluvar elaborates it later in the chapter on agriculture. If agriculture is the basic 

economic activity for all times and climes, that depends on rain, a God's gift as 

Valluvar might have implied, or a natural resource as economists now term it, on 

the abundance of this natural resource, therefore, all economic life depends.  

                                                         

        .                                      ,             

            .                                             

           ,                                ,                

                                    .                  

                                                            

                                                         

                                       ,                 

      ,     ,                                  . 

Natural resources, in Valluvar's economic system, thus take the primacy. But 

among the natural resources, land is given the pride of place in modern 

economics. For, land is defined to include, not only the soil and the sub-soil, but 

also the minerals that are found hidden under it, the atmosphere above that 

embraces the climate and rainfall. This is achieved only by an extension of 

definition. Valluvar, on the other hand, held water to be the primary natural 

resource. The abundance and timeliness of water determine even the character of 
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land as a factor of production. There can be a soilless agriculture, but no moisture 

less agriculture. And this natural resource has an economy of proportions about it. 

Excess may spell ruin as timeliness and proper proportion may bring prosperity. 

“It is rain that both ruins and aids the ruined to rise."  

           ,                        ,               

             .                       ,                  

                                            .      ,    

                     ,                         ,           

                                     .             

                        .      ,      ,                   

             .                                          

                 .                       ,             

                  .                                          

        .                                              

                                         . 

 

This resource picture of Valluvar may not be satisfying to the economic planners 

of today. There is great concern among them now with the mineral resources of a 

State. That country is considered potentially rich which has a wealth of coal, iron, 

copper and industrial minerals. Economic growth depends on their rate of 

exploitation and utilisation. But mineral resources are a part of the Land 

Resources by very definition; and with Valluvar, Land Resources are a part of the 

Water Resources by definition. So Valluvar has not excluded the importance of 

mineral resources. It is there, by implication. The question is only of emphasis. In 

the ultimate, it is water that matters, for that alone gives food.  

                                                      . 

                                                      

    .              ,     ,                                  

                     .                                   

                       .                             

       ;             ,                                

       .                                          .    

      ,         .                     .      ,             

    ,                                . 
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A stable economy is built on an adequate production of food, not merely its 

supply. If the supplies have to come from elsewhere, there comes in an element of 

dependence and instability. It is well-known that some of the Latin American 

countries and countries like Saudi Arabia, whose wealth consists chiefly in mineral 

resources, have experienced the most unstable Governments that the world has 

witnessed. Revolutions have followed revolutions in quick succession, and 

Governments have become a hotbed of intrigue, internecine warfare and foreign 

intervention. Therefore, a self-sufficiency of food is the sine qua non of basic 

stability, strategy and plenty. Valluvar peculiar emphasis on rains as the greatest 

single natural resource will be appreciated in all its significance. 

                                                         

                         .                                

                                              .        

                                                            

                                                      

                                      .               

                          ,                    ,              

                                   .                  

                            .                        

                                            . 

“                               

                  ” 

The world cannot exist without water; there will be no ceaseless supply without 

rainfall.  
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