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GROUP I MAINS ANSWER WRITING STRATEGY  

    1                             

 

Examination is an exam of questions and answers. Nobody is really interested in 

where you did coaching, which books you referred, how many hours you studied, 

what was your study method etc. etc. etc. All that matters is the quality of your 

answers. And since Mains examination is the most important stage of exam, the 

answers you write in answer sheet actually determine our destiny in this process.  

 

                                  .                       

        ,                      ,                     ,           

                                               .     

                        .                                   

              ,                                     

                          . 

 

    1                      ? https://youtu.be/4lsdKPrM-0I  

 

DOWNLOAD THE TEST & CLASS SCHEDULE 

 

https://iyachamy.com/coredrive/2021/01/GROUP-I-MAINS-CLASS-TEST-

SCHEDULE.pdf  

 

TNPSC INSTRUCTION RELATED WITH DESCRIPTIVE TYPE EXAMINATION  

                                                 

 

 There is no reservation of marks for neatness of writing and correctness of 

spelling in respect of this examination. 

                                     ,           

                                             

https://youtu.be/4lsdKPrM-0I
https://iyachamy.com/coredrive/2021/01/GROUP-I-MAINS-CLASS-TEST-SCHEDULE.pdf
https://iyachamy.com/coredrive/2021/01/GROUP-I-MAINS-CLASS-TEST-SCHEDULE.pdf
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 Usage of pen containing ink other than blue or black. Candidates should use 

any one of the two colours only. 

                                             .         

                                     

 If the candidate uses blue ink, he should use the same blue ink in the entire 

answer booklet for all purposes including answering, drawing, underlining, 

highlighting, striking off unused space in the answer booklet 

                                                   

                             ,      ,           , 

           ,                                          

                             

 He should not use both blue and black ink in an answer paper.  

                                                   

 

Basic you need to know.  /                                     

 

It is said that answer writing is an art. The good news is that any form of art can 

be learnt over a period of time. All it takes is will and effort, regular practice and 

some guidance 

                    .                   ,                 

                                  .                ,         

                                        

 Do understand the question fully and correctly before contemplating an 

answer for it. Questions in the Mains examination come with 

certain directives like ‘discuss/ critically discuss’ etc and you should be able 

to grasp clearly what that particular directive is asking you to do. 

                                                   . 

                                                      

                        ,       |                

                                               

                                            

 Do develop a basic mental framework of the answer before actually 

committing anything to paper.  

                                                  

                                              

 Don’t wait for the answer to come to you, instead force it out. 
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                                  ,                

          . 

 Use words that have a chance of being universally understood 

                                                         

 Write simple and easy to understand sentences 

                                                

 To manage time while attempting the Mains examination mean that you 

know how to allocate the right amount of time to each question so, that 

you can complete all the questions within 3 hours.   

                                                     

                                                    , 

                        3                      . 

 

Same Content Different Perspective Question 

1. Explain the Doctrine of Separation of Powers. Show how far this applicable in 

the Constitution of India. 

                                 .                     

                                    

2. Examine as to what extent the doctrine of separation of powers incorporated in 

the Indian Constitution. 

                                                  

                                

3. The Doctrine of Separation of Power  has no place in the Indian Constitution- 

Comment  

                                                  - 

       

ANSWER STRUCTURE /              

Introduction 

 Introduction should be Depend upon the topic| key of the question  

                                                   

                       

 This part should be around 3 points or paragraph ( 3 to 4 lines) but the 

candidate need to decide whether they wish to write as points or paragraph 

based on the question type.  

                               ( 3 ,4     )         
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Body  

 Address the demand of the question  

                               

 Key words should be kept in mind  

                                            

 Sub-heading can be used  

                          

 Maps/Diagrams ( Based on the question)  

          (              )  

 

Conclusion  

To conclude your answer, begin with a simple sentence that brings together all 

the main elements/points/arguments of the answer. Follow it up with the above-

mentioned positive opinion. The last sentence should be a general statement 

reiterating the ‘verdict/ sentiment/judgement’ mentioned in the introduction. 

              ,                      /       /         

                               .                       

                     .                                 ‘     

/      /      ’                                         . 

 

Whether to write in bullets or in paragraphs /                        

         ( Points)        

 

 An opinion-based answer should ideally be written in paragraphs. 

                                                       

 A fact-based answer can be written in both paragraphs and in bullets or in a 

combination of both.   

                              ,                           

 

Approach to the Directive word /                                

 

Directive  

        

Example  

           

Meaning  

       

Approach  

        

Explain  Explain about our The Question basically • Introduction should be 
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       National Emblem and list 

out our National Natural 

Symbols of India.  

                

               

                 

        

            

demands the clarification 

of a topic. One is required 

to provide as much detail 

as possible and to further 

define any special key 

word used   

                 

      ,            

       .         

              , 

                     

                

                   

     

overview about 

national Symbols of 

India  

•           

              

              

            

           

• Detail explanation 

about national 

emblem ( like feature 

, uses significance)  

•                  

            ( 

      ,       , 

         

       )  

• List out the natural 

symbols of India  

•              

               

        

         

• Conclusion  should be 

general ( mention 

about National honour 

act )  

•             

               

          ( 

            

                  

          

          

Enumerate  

           

Who was popularly called 

as Madurai Gandhi? 

Enumerate his 

achievements. 

              

                ? 

              

            

The Examiner here asking 

a student to provide 

details in point format  

                

            

                    .  

• Introduction should be 

about N. M. R. 

Subbaraman and why 

he called like that  

•                 

      

                 

              

       

• Mention about his 

achievement as a 
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freedom fighter or 

struggles anything 

associated with N M R 

Subbaraman  

•                   

               

           

          

          

Discuss 

      

Discuss the important 

provisions of the 

Regulating Act of 1773. 

1773        

                

                   

One should broadly 

pointing out pros and cons 

of a given Context  

              

                

            ,      

                  

         . 

• Introduce about the 

act  

• Go into the positive 

and negative aspects 

followed by the causes 

and Consequences ( 

like Governor general 

, Supreme Court )  

•              

                

•               

               

      ,        , 

       (      

     ,            

)  

Describe  

     

Describe the Peasant 

uprisings during colonial 

rule in India.  

                

                   

                   

The Directives means to 

give the main 

Characteristics or feature 

of something or outline 

the mains events in a very 

objective manner   

                

                   

            

                 

             

              

               

• General causes of 

peasant revolt during 

colonial period. 

•                 

         

                 

                 

• List out important 

peasant movements.( 

indigo revolt, Deccan 

Riot)  

•                 

            

            

          

      (        

                 

       )  

• Impact of this 

Movement  
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•                   

Critically 

analyse 

       

         

Critically analyse the 

defects of the Government 

of India Act 1935 

1935             

                   

     . 

A person is expected to 

break the topic down into 

fundamental parts and 

further examine each part 

separately  

              

              

               

                 

                   

• Start with background 

of the act  

•          

           

           

• Examine the each 

provision or feature of 

the act with reference 

to the defects( 

federation of India, 

abolition of Indian 

Council, separation of 

Burma etc.) 

•               

         

           

             

      (       

       ,       

           ,      

     )  

• Conclusion should be 

a positive note  

•               

            

      

Evaluate 

       

Evaluate the contribution 

of Periyar E.V.R. in the 

promotion of Social 

Justice 

                   

       ஈ.  .        

              

Providing information on 

both sides of the debate 

holds an important hear. 

It should be followed by 

citing a stand basing the 

argument on the evidence 

that made you take this 

decision   

               

                  

                

        .          

                

              

                  

                   

                  

            

• Start about periyar 

initiative in Tamilnadu 

•                  

             

         

• Write about each 

contribution ( like 

women empowerment 

, Social Practices ) and 

mention achievement 

and your views  

•               

            

                 

(         

          ,     

         ) 
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Examine 

      

Examine the Grievance 

Redressal mechanisms for 

women in India. 

                  

                 

       

Support your answers 

with details like causes 

implication and way 

forwarded. 

            

                

             

                 

                   

• Write about various 

grievance redressal 

mechanism ( National 

Commission for 

women, Domestic 

violence act, Mahila 

court, she box etc) and 

performance of the 

above said  

•              

          

            ( 

               , 

     

          ,      

      , she      ) 

     

              

         

Bring out 

           

Bring out the objectives of 

Naxal bari movement. 

                  

                  

Questions that require 

you to ‘identify’ something 

in relation to a topic or 

argument require you to 

point out and describe the 

main ideas in a short and 

coherent way 

                   

                 

‘           ’ 

               , 

               

               

               

               

     . 

• Evolution of Naxal 

bari movement  

•                  

       

• Causes of the 

movement  

•            

         

• Objectives of the  

movement  

•           

Justify/ 
Advocate 

           | 

       

Great plains are 

economically significant 

land forms in India - 

Justify.  

             

                  

                

            -

            

With ‘justify’ question 

words, you need to 

explain the basis of your 

argument by presenting 

the evidence that informed 

your outlook in a very 

convincing way.  

               

• You should write 

about various plains 

and economic 

significance ( Gangatic 

plains have fertile soil 

so agriculture & 

Transport etc)  

•                 
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‘         ’    , 

                

                  

                 

            

                

          . 

               

          

          

           

        (       

               , 

       ,           

)  

Comment  

       

          

The High court is the 

highest court on appeal in 

the state, vested with 

quite extensive and 

effective powers. 

Comment  

                   

                

            

                  

               

          . 

               

It’s like giving a 

commentary. Pick out the 

main points on a subject 

and give your opinion, 

reinforcing your point of 

view using logic and 

reference to relevant 

evidence, including any 

wider reading you have 

done. 

            

              .    

            

                  

            

        ,           

             

                 

                    

            

                

             

          . 

• With reference to the 

jurisdiction of the high 

court you need to give 

explanation with 

arguments which 

support the question  

•             

             

           , 

              

              

             

      

 

How to find the Crux of the Answer |                           

      

 

1. The battle of Buxar had helped the British to get many benefits. Substantiate. 

                                          -            

 Secured ‘Diwani rights’ 

                         

 Got all the rights over Bengal  

                              

 Got 50 Lakh from Nawab as war expenditure 
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                          50              

 Took over the entire administration of Bengal 

                                         

 Secured right of revenue collection through Dual Government. 

                                             

2. India has been considered as one of the powerful countries of the world. 

Discuss  

                                                  

 huge population  

                 

 huge natural resource 

                  

 intellectual capacity  

          

 industrialised capacity 

           

 powerful military force 

            

 own foreign policy. 

                      

3. The formulation of Human Development Index ( HDI ) was essential to measure 

economic development. Explain. 

                                                        

      -       

 If the population expands along with increase in national income. It cannot 

give clear picture of economic progress.  

                                           .           

                                       . 

 Per capita income does not consider the distribution of income among the 

people. 

                                                   

       . 

 The availability of basic amenities like food, shelter, education, health or 

other social factors are not considered 
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    ,       ,    ,                                         

                        

4. Women are heading towards equality.’ Justify  

                                  -            

 With impact of political and cultural changes  

                                      

 equal opportunities 

                

 awareness  

          

 Women's Commission 

               

 National Policy on Women. 

                         

 

"India is an Under-developed country" - Do you agree with this. If no, give 

reasons for it and describe the salient features of the Indian economy” ”      

               ”                ?                           

   .                                           

Indian economy is the 5 largest economy of the world. Being one of the top listed 

countries. Indian Economy can be described as both developed economy and under 

developed economy with reference to its economic growth and development and 

unique feature.  

                                                           , 

                                     ,                     

                                                                 

                                                    

                   

Indian Economy is a Developed Economy /                             

            

 Rise in National income 

                      

 Rise in Per Capita Income 

                        
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 Significant changes in occupational distribution of population  

                                                  

 Important changes in sectorial distribution of GDP 

                                            

 Growing capital base of the economy 

                               

 Improvements in social overhead capital 

                      

 Development in the banking and financial sector 

                         

 

Indian Economy is Under Developed Economy /                     

                        

 Agriculture is the main occupation of the people. 

                                       

 Poverty is wide-spread.  

                        

 Population grows at a high rate  

                             

 The standard of living of people is generally low  

                                             

 The production techniques are backward 

                                

 The incidence of unemployment and underemployment is quite high. 

                                                       

 Income inequalities are widespread. 

                                    

 Their social life is traditional  

                               

 low participation in foreign trade 

                             

If we go through the above facts, we may rush to the conclusion that Indian 

economy is an underdeveloped economy. But that is not completely true. Indian 
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economy has over the decades shown marked improvements.  It  is  in  fact  

moving  fast  on  the  path  of  development. 

                                                              

                                                     . 

                                             ,       

                                                     

 Two data sets to compare the progress e.g. 1950 vs 2020 

                                                         

 the relevant figure to substantiate or negate the statement of the question  

                                                        

         

 Mention, policy , schemes, report, Indexes , Current affairs, Committees  

             ,       ,         ,        ,       ,             

                  

 

 

 

 


