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GROUP 1-B MAINS - APPROACH PAPER

TEST -1 - GENERAL STUDIES

MODERN INDIA

Topic

Details

Advent of Europeans

a. Early European explorers in

India

Vasco da Gama (1498), arrival of the Portuguese. Other
explorers include John Mildenhall (British), Francois

Pyrard (French).

b. Portuguese arrival and

establishment of trading posts

First arrived in Calicut (1498). Established posts in Goa,

Diu, Daman, and Cochin.

c. Dutch East India Company

operations

Established in 1602. Main centers in Pulicat, Cochin,
and Nagapattinam. Eventually overshadowed by British

and French companies.

d. French East India Company

activities

Established in 1664. Major bases in Pondicherry, Mahe,

Chandernagore, and Karaikal.

e. British East India Company

formation and initial presence

Formed in 1600. Initial factory in Surat (1613), followed
by bases in Bombay, Madras, and Calcutta.

European Rivalry and
Conflicts
a. Anglo-French rivalry | Fought between 1746-1763. Three wars (First: 1746-

(Carnatic Wars)

1748, Second: 1749-1754, Third: 1757-1763). Resulted

in British supremacy in South India.

b. Battle of Plassey (1757) and

its significance

Victory of the British under Robert Clive over Siraj-ud-
Daulah. Established British control in Bengal and laid

the foundation for British rule in India.

c. Battle of Buxar (1764) and its

aftermath

British victory over the combined forces of Bengal,
Awadh, and Mughal emperor. Led to Diwani rights of
Bengal and a more formalized British authority in

northern India.

Establishment of British Rule
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a. Dual Government in Bengal
(1765-1772)

Introduced by Robert Clive. Revenue was collected by
the British, but administration remained with local

nawabs.

b. Regulating Act of 1773

First British attempt to regulate the East India
Company’s administration. Established a Governor-

General and council in Bengal.

c. Pitt's India Act of 1784

Strengthened British control over the Company.

Established a Board of Control to oversee civil, military,

and revenue matters in India.

d. Cornwallis reforms and

Permanent Settlement

Introduced in 1793. Fixed land revenue settlements in
Bengal. Strengthened British legal and administrative

control.

e. Subsidiary Alliance system

Indian rulers were forced to accept British military

under Wellesley protection in exchange for disbanding their own armies
and paying for British troops.

Expansion of British

Territories

a. Anglo-Mysore Wars

Four wars (1767-1799) between British and Mysore
under Hyder Ali and Tipu Sultan. Mysore defeated in
1799, Tipu killed in the Fourth Anglo-Mysore War.

b. Anglo-Maratha Wars

Three wars (1775-1818) leading to the eventual defeat of
the Marathas and British dominance over large parts of

India.

c. Anglo-Sikh Wars

Two wars (1845-1846, 1848-1849) leading to the

annexation of the Sikh Empire in Punjab by the British.

d. Doctrine of Lapse and its

implementation

Introduced by Lord Dalhousie. Annexed states without a

male heir. Applied to Satara, Jhansi, Nagpur, etc.

e. Annexation of Awadh

Annexed in 1856 by Lord Dalhousie on grounds of

misgovernment. One of the causes of the 1857 Revolt.

Consolidation of British Rule
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a. Administrative reforms under

various Governors-General

Warren Hastings, Lord Cornwallis, Lord Dalhousie, and

others introduced reforms in revenue, judiciary,

education, and law to strengthen British control.

b. Land revenue systems | Zamindari (Bengal), Ryotwari (Madras), Mahalwari
(Zamindari, Ryotwari, | (North-Western Provinces) - different systems of land
Mahalwari) revenue collection.

c. Judicial reforms and | Introduced during Cornwallis and Macaulay’s period.
introduction of English | English education and judicial reforms aimed at creating
education a loyal administrative class.

d. Infrastructure development

(railways, telegraphs, etc.)

Railways, telegraphs, canals, and roads were built to
enhance communication, administration, and economic

exploitation.

e. Changes in social and

economic structures

Traditional economic structures were disrupted, leading
to de-industrialization, commercialization of agriculture,

and the rise of a new class of elites loyal to the British.

Resistance to British Rule

a. Early tribal and peasant

revolts

Revolts like the Sanyasi Rebellion (late 18th century),
Chuar Revolt (1799), and tribal uprisings across the

country.

b. Sepoy Mutiny of 1857:

causes, events, and aftermath

First major revolt against British rule. Causes included
military grievances, religious sensitivities, and economic

issues. Led to the end of Company rule in India.

c. Reorganization of British

administration post-1858

British Crown took direct control. Administrative,

military, and economic policies were revised to

consolidate power.

Imperial Ideologies and

Policies

a. Orientalist vs Anglicist debate

Debate over whether Indian education should focus on
classical Indian knowledge (Orientalist) or Western

knowledge (Anglicist).

b. Utilitarian reforms

Policies inspired by British Utilitarians like Bentham

aimed at “civilizing” India through law and moral reform.
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c. Racial attitudes and | British officials promoted racial superiority, creating

discriminatory policies policies that reinforced discrimination and segregation.

d. Economic drain theory Proposed by Dadabhai Naoroji, argued that British
economic policies drained India’s wealth to Britain.

Impact of British Rule

a. De-industrialization and | Traditional industries like textiles were destroyed,

agrarian changes leading to the rise of a dependent agrarian economy.

b. Social reforms and | Sati abolition (1829), Widow Remarriage Act (1856), and

legislations other social reforms aimed at transforming Indian

society under British rule.

c. Development of modern

education system

British introduced Western education, including

universities in Calcutta, Bombay, and Madras.

d. Growth of Indian press and

public opinion

The rise of Indian newspapers and periodicals fostered a
growing sense of nationalism and public discourse

against British policies.

Evolution of British Indian

Army

a. Composition and | Comprised primarily of Indian soldiers, but led by

organization British officers. Post-1857, it was reorganized to prevent
future revolts.

b. Role in expansion and | Played a key role in suppressing revolts, defending

consolidation of British rule

British territories, and expanding British influence

across India.

c. Changing policies post-1857

Greater emphasis on loyalty and recruitment from

specific communities (e.g., Sikhs, Gurkhas).

British relations with Princely

States

a. Doctrine of Paramountcy

British policy asserting their authority over princely

states.

b. Different categories of states
and their relations with British

India

States were categorized as independent, protected, or
directly controlled. Relationships varied based on

treaties and British strategic interests.
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c. Integration of princely states

into British India

Some states were annexed through the Doctrine of
Lapse, others were kept as allies, but all were subject to

British Paramountcy.

South Indian Rebellion (1799-
1801 A.D.)

a. Background and causes

- British expansion in South India

- Displacement of local rulers and chiefs

b. Key figures

- Marudu brothers (Chinna Marudu and Periya Marudu)

- Gopala Nayaker

- Kerala Varma Pazhassi Raja

c. Areas of rebellion

- Tirunelveli

- Ramanathapuram

- Dindigul

- Palakkad

- Malabar

d. British response and

suppression

- The British launched military campaigns to suppress
the rebellion, with heavy losses to local leaders and

communities.

e. Aftermath and significance

- Suppressed by 1801; British consolidated control over
South India.

- Marudu brothers and other leaders were captured and

executed.

- Significant as an early example of organized resistance

to British rule.

Vellore Rebellion (1806 A.D.)

a. Background and immediate

causes

- Changes in sepoy dress code and regulations

(prohibition of religious marks, new turban style)

- Religious sentiments of Hindu and Muslim soldiers

affected.
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- Discontent among Tipu Sultan's family, particularly

after their imprisonment by the British.

b. Key figures involved - Fateh Hyder (son of Tipu Sultan)

- Colonel Fancourt

- Major Coates

c. Events of the rebellion - Attack on Vellore Fort

- Killing of British officers

- Hoisting of Tipu Sultan's flag

d. British response - Colonel Gillespie led a swift and brutal suppression of

the mutiny.

e. Aftermath and consequences | - Around 350 Indian soldiers were executed.

- Changes in Company policies regarding sepoy dress

and treatment of soldiers.

- Tipu Sultan's family was moved to Calcutta to avoid

future uprisings.

f. Historical significance and | - Considered a precursor to the 1857 Revolt due to its

debates nature of military rebellion against British authorities.

Sepoy Mutiny of 1857 A.D.

a. Background and causes - Political causes: Doctrine of Lapse, annexation of

states like Awadh

- Economic causes: Land revenue policies, de-

industrialization, loss of jobs

- Social and religious causes: Missionary activities,

social reforms perceived as threats to Indian traditions

- Military causes: Discrimination in service conditions,

poor pay, lack of promotion opportunities

b. Immediate trigger - Introduction of the Enfield rifle, which required soldiers
to bite greased cartridges rumored to be coated with cow
and pig fat, offending Hindu and Muslim religious

sentiments.
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c. Outbreak and spread

- The uprising began in Meerut on May 10, 1857, quickly
spreading to Delhi, Kanpur, Lucknow, Jhansi, and other

regions.

d. Key leaders and their roles

- Bahadur Shah Zafar (Delhi)

- Nana Saheb (Kanpur)

- Tantia Tope (Central India)

- Rani Lakshmibai (Jhansi)

- Kunwar Singh (Bihar)

- Maulvi Ahmadullah (Awadh)

e. Major centers of revolt

- Delhi, Kanpur, Lucknow, Jhansi, Arrah (Bihar)

f. British  response and

suppression

- British military commanders recaptured Delhi,
Kanpur, and other centers, employing brutal retaliation

to suppress the revolt.

g. Reasons for failure of the

revolt

- Lack of unity among Indian leaders, poor coordination,

limited resources, and superior British military tactics.

h. Aftermath and consequences

- End of East India Company rule; India came under

direct control of the British Crown

Proclamation of 1858).

(Queen’s

- Reorganization of the Indian Army, changes in British
policies, increased racial discrimination, and mistrust

between the rulers and subjects.

i. Nature and character of the

revolt

- Debate exists on whether the revolt was a Sepoy
Mutiny or the First War of Independence, with varying

interpretations from different scholars.

j- Regional variations in the

revolt

- The intensity and character of the revolt varied by
region, with strong resistance in North India and limited

impact in South India and the Deccan.

k. Participation of different

social groups

- Involved sepoys, peasants, landlords, and princely

states.

Comparative analysis of these

uprisings
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a. Similarities and differences in

causes

- All rebellions were fueled by resentment towards

British policies, displacement of local rulers, and

religious/cultural interference.

- Vellore and the South Indian rebellions were more

localized, while the 1857 Revolt was widespread.

b. Nature of leadership and

organization

- South Indian Rebellion had local leaders like Marudu

brothers, while Vellore had a military basis.

- The 1857 Revolt saw broader leadership from Indian

elites and military figures.

c. Extent and impact

- South Indian and Vellore rebellions were regionally

confined, whereas the 1857 Revolt had a national

impact, directly leading to changes in British
administration.

d. British responses and | - In all cases, the British responded with brutal military

strategies force, followed by policy changes to prevent future
uprisings.

Legacy and historical

significance

a. Impact on future nationalist

movements

- These uprisings, especially the 1857 Revolt, laid the
groundwork for future resistance movements and Indian

nationalism.

b. Changes in British policies

and attitudes

- Shift from East India Company rule to Crown rule,
increased racial segregation, and reorganization of

military and administration.

c. Historiographical debates and

- Historians debate whether the 1857 Revolt was a

interpretations mutiny, a national movement, or the First War of
Independence. Interpretations vary on its significance
and scope.

Background and Early

Nationalism

a. Socio-economic conditions in

the 19th century

- Widespread poverty, famines, and declining traditional

industries
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- Exploitative British land revenue systems (Zamindari,

Ryotwari)

b. Impact of British policies

- Economic drain, de-industrialization,

commercialization of agriculture

- Growth of Western education, rise of a new middle

class

c. Early reform movements

- Brahmo Samaj (Raja Ram Mohan Roy)

- Arya Samaj (Swami Dayanand Saraswati)

d. Formation of Indian National

Congress (1885)

- Formed by A.O. Hume to provide a platform for political

discussions and petitions

Moderate Phase (1885-1905)

a. Key leaders

- A.O. Hume

- Dadabhai Naoroji

- Gopal Krishna Gokhale

- Surendranath Banerjea

b. Ideology and methods

- Constitutional methods, petitions, appeals to British

authorities

- Advocacy for economic reforms, “Drain of Wealth”

theory by Dadabhai Naoroji

c. Major demands

- Civil rights, economic reforms, and greater Indian

representation in administrative positions

d. Achievements and limitations

- Raised national consciousness, created a political
platform but failed to achieve significant reforms due to

reliance on petitions

e. British response to moderate

demands

- Repressive policies and minimal concessions, leading

to growing dissatisfaction

Rise of Extremism

1920)

(1905-

a. Factors leading to extremism

- Partition of Bengal (1905) by Lord Curzon

IYACHAMY ACADEMY - CHENNAI - SANKARANKOIL -TENKASI - 9952521550 / 9840281550 H




IYACHAMY ACADEMY

INSTITUTION FOR COMPETITIVE Exam

- Repressive policies of Lord Curzon

- Growing dissatisfaction with moderate methods

b. Key leaders - Bal Gangadhar Tilak

- Lala Lajpat Rai

- Bipin Chandra Pal (Lal-Bal-Pal trio)

- Aurobindo Ghose

c. Ideology and methods - Swadeshi (self-reliance), boycott of British goods

- Passive resistance and national education

d. Major events - Surat Split (1907)

- Swadeshi Movement

- Home Rule Movement (1916-17, led by Tilak and

Annie Besant)

e. Comparison with moderate | - Extremists advocated direct action, self-rule, and
ideology radical methods, contrasting with the constitutional

methods of moderates

Revolutionary Movement

(Terrorism)

a. Nature and ideology of | - Armed struggle against British rule, belief in violent

revolutionary movement methods to overthrow colonial rule

b. Early revolutionary activities | - Assassination attempts on British officers, secret
(1897-1900) societies formed

c. Bengal revolutionary | - Anushilan Samiti and Jugantar groups

movement

d. Maharashtra revolutionary | - Abhinav Bharat Society

movement

- Savarkar brothers (Vinayak and Ganesh Savarkar)
e. Punjab revolutionary | - Ghadar Party
movement
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f. Key revolutionary actions and

their impact

- Alipore Bomb Case (1908), assassination attempt on

Lord Hardinge (1912)

- Kakori Conspiracy (1925)

g. Prominent revolutionaries

- Khudiram Bose, Prafulla Chaki,
Chandrashekhar Azad

Bhagat Singh,

h. Government response to

revolutionary activities

- Repressive measures, including mass arrests,

deportations, and executions

Gandhian Era and Mass

Movements

a. Entry of Mahatma Gandhi

- Returned to India in 1915, introduced principles of

Satyagraha (non-violence and truth)

b. Champaran
(1917)

Satyagraha

- First Satyagraha led by Gandhi, addressing indigo

farmers' plight in Bihar

c. Kheda Satyagraha (1918)

- Satyagraha in Gujarat to protest tax collection during

famine

d. Rowlatt Satyagraha (1919)

- Mass protest against the repressive Rowlatt Act, which

allowed detention without trial

e. Non-Cooperation Movement

(1920-22)

- Nationwide movement to boycott British goods, titles,

and institutions

f. Civil Disobedience Movement

(1930-34)

- Salt March (Dandi March) and mass defiance of British

laws

g. Quit India Movement (1942)

- Call for immediate British withdrawal, mass arrests

and widespread protests

Other Significant Movements

and Events

a. Khilafat Movement

- Movement by Indian Muslims in support of the

Ottoman Caliphate after World War I

b. Swarajists and No-changers

- Split in Congress in the 1920s, Swarajists (led by C.R.
Das and Motilal Nehru) wanted to contest elections,
while No-changers (led by Gandhi) focused on non-

cooperation
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c. Simon Commission boycott

- Boycott of the all-British Simon Commission (1928)

due to absence of Indian members

d. Nehru Report and Jinnah's
14 points

- Nehru Report (1928) called for dominion status;
Jinnah's 14 points (1929) outlined Muslim demands for

constitutional safeguards

e. Round Table Conferences

- Three conferences (1930-32) to discuss constitutional

reforms, but failed to produce consensus

Ideological Strands and

Organizations

a. Hindu Mahasabha

- A right-wing Hindu nationalist organization that

sought to protect Hindu interests

b. Muslim League

- Founded in 1906 to represent Muslim interests,

demanded separate Muslim electorates

c. Communist movement in

India

- Spread of Marxist ideas in the 1920s, played a role in

worker and peasant movements

d. Subhas Chandra Bose and

the Indian National Army

- Formed INA to fight the British with Japanese support,

advocated armed resistance

Social Movements within

National Movement

a. Peasant movements

- Peasants protested against oppressive landlords and

high taxes, e.g., Bardoli Satyagraha (1928)

b. Workers' movements

- Trade unions formed, strikes and protests for better

wages and working conditions

c. Women's participation

-  Women like Sarojini  Naidu, Kamaladevi

Chattopadhyay, and others played key roles in freedom

movements

d. Dalit movements (Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar)

- Ambedkar advocated for the rights of Dalits, demanded

political and social equality

Towards Independence and

Partition
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a. Cripps Mission

- Failed British attempt (1942) to offer India dominion
status after WWII

b. Cabinet Mission

- Plan in 1946 to transfer power, proposed a federal

union, rejected by Congress and the Muslim League

c. Mountbatten Plan

- Plan to partition India and transfer power, leading to

the creation of India and Pakistan in 1947

d. Indian Independence Act,
1947

- Act of British Parliament that granted independence to

India and Pakistan

Analysis and Impact

a. Evolution of nationalist

ideology

- Shift from moderate constitutionalism to Gandhian

mass movements and revolutionary methods

b. Role of different social classes

in the movement

- Included peasants, workers, middle-class intellectuals,

women, Dalits, and princely states

c. Economic impact of the

national movement

- Boycotts, strikes, and Swadeshi movements hurt the
British economy, raised consciousness about economic

self-reliance

d. Legacy of the freedom

struggle

- Inspired future generations, led to the development of
democratic institutions, economic reforms, and social

changes in independent India

Rabindranath Tagore (1861-
1941)

a. Early life and education

- Born in a Bengali Brahmin family.

- Educated at home and later in England, where he

studied law but returned without a degree.

b. Literary contributions

- Won the Nobel Prize in Literature (1913) for

Gitanjali.

- Major works: Gitanjali, Gora, Ghare-Baire.

c. Educational philosophy and

Visva-Bharati University

- Founded Visva-Bharati University in 1921, based on

a blend of Eastern and Western educational ideals.

d. Views on nationalism and

internationalism

- Critiqued extreme nationalism, emphasized global

unity and cooperation.
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e. Critique of British colonialism

- Opposed British colonialism but was critical of violent

resistance. Renounced his knighthood after the

Jallianwala Bagh massacre (1919).

f. Relationship with Gandhi and

other national leaders

- Shared mutual respect with Gandhi but disagreed on

several issues, especially nationalism.

g. Contribution to Indian art

and culture

- Revived and enriched Bengali literature, music, and
art; his contributions to modern Indian culture remain

unparalleled.

h. Impact on Bengali and Indian

literature

- Considered a towering figure in Indian and Bengali
literature, influencing writers, poets, and artists across

India.

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad
(1888-1958)

a. Early life and education

- Born in Mecca, educated in Islamic philosophy,

languages, and journalism.

b. Religious and political

ideology

- Combined Islamic principles with modern secular

political thought, advocating for Hindu-Muslim unity.

c. Role in Indian National

Congress

- A key leader in Congress, worked closely with Gandhi

and Nehru.

d. Contribution to the Non-

Cooperation Movement

- Active participant, mobilized Muslims and other

communities against British rule.

e. Presidency of Indian National

Congress (1940-1946)

- Led Congress during a critical phase of World War II

and India's struggle for independence.

f. Views on partition and Hindu-

Muslim unity

- Strongly opposed the partition of India, advocated for

a united, secular India.

g. Role in India's freedom

struggle

- Played a vital role in various movements, including

Non-Cooperation and Quit India.

h. Contribution as India's first

Education Minister

- Laid the foundation for India’s modern education
system, including the establishment of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) and promotion of science

education.
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i. Literary works and journalism

- Edited revolutionary journals Al-Hilal and Al-Balagh,

wrote extensively on education, politics, and Islam.

Mohandas
Gandhi (1869-1948)

Karamchand

a. Early life and education

- Born in Gujarat, studied law in London.

b. Experiences in South Africa

- Developed his ideas of Satyagraha and non-violence
while fighting against racial discrimination in South

Africa (1893-1914).

c. Philosophy of non-violence

and Satyagraha

- Advocated for Ahimsa (non-violence) and Satyagraha

(truth-force) as tools for resistance against injustice.

d. Major movements led by
Gandhi

- Champaran Satyagraha (1917), Non-Cooperation
Movement (1920-22), Civil Disobedience Movement

(1930-34), Quit India Movement (1942).

e. Social reforms and campaigns

- Fought against untouchability, promoted khadi and

village industries, and campaigned for the upliftment

of women.
f. Role in Indian National | - Became the central figure in Congress, guiding the
Congress party's strategy and ideology.
g. Views on partition and |- Opposed partition but reluctantly accepted it as a last

independence

resort. Worked for communal harmony until his

assassination in 1948.

h. Assassination and legacy

- Assassinated by Nathuram Godse in 1948; his legacy
includes non-violence, civil rights, and social reform

worldwide.

i. Criticisms and controversies

- Criticized for his role in partition, failure to eradicate
caste issues, and handling of certain movements like the

Quit India Movement.

Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964)

a. Early life and education

- Educated at Harrow and Cambridge, trained as a

barrister in England.
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b. Entry into politics and role in

Indian National Congress

- Influenced by Gandhi, became a prominent Congress
leader during the Non-Cooperation Movement (1920-
22).

c. Relationship with Gandhi

- Close ally of Gandhi, though occasionally disagreed on

issues like socialism and economic policy.

d. Ideology and vision for India

- Advocated socialism, secularism, and non-alignment

in foreign policy.

e. Role in major national

movements

- Actively participated in the Civil Disobedience
Movement, Quit India Movement, and other key

struggles.

f. Presidency of Indian National

Congress

- Served multiple terms as Congress president, including

during critical years of the independence movement.

g. Architect of modern India as

the first Prime Minister

- Founded Planning Commission, implemented Five-
Year Plans, and pioneered India's non-alignment

foreign policy.

h. Literary works: Discovery of
India, Glimpses of World History

- Authored several books, including Discovery of India
and Glimpses of World History, reflecting his views on

Indian history and global politics.

i. Criticisms and challenges

faced

- Criticized for the handling of Kashmir, China's 1962
invasion, and for Nehruvian socialism leading to

economic challenges.

Subhas Chandra Bose (1897-
1945)

a. Early life and education

- Educated at Cambridge, passed the ICS exam but

resigned to join the freedom struggle.

b. Entry into Indian National

Congress

- Joined the Indian National Congress in the 1920s,

becoming a prominent leader.

c. Ideology and differences with
Gandhi

- Advocated for more radical, militant action compared

to Gandhi’s non-violent approach.

d. Presidency of Indian National

Congress (1938)

- Elected Congress President in 1938 but resigned due
to differences with Gandhi and Nehru.
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e. Formation of Forward Bloc

- Formed the Forward Bloc in 1939 to unite anti-British

forces.

f. Escape from India and

international alliances

- Escaped house arrest in 1941, sought support from

Germany and Japan to fight British rule.

g. Formation and leadership of

Indian National Army (INA)

- Formed the INA with Japanese support, aimed at

liberating India through armed struggle.

h. Role in World War II

- INA fought alongside Axis powers against British forces

in Southeast Asia.

i. Mysterious disappearance

and theories

- Disappeared in a plane crash in 1945; theories persist

about his survival.

j- Impact on India's freedom

struggle

- His efforts galvanized Indian nationalists and inspired

future militant movements.

k. Controversies and legacy

- Controversial for allying with Axis powers; regarded as

a hero for his patriotism and leadership of INA.

B.R. Ambedkar (1891-1956)

a. Early life and education

- Born into a Dalit family, faced discrimination; educated

in India, the US, and UK.

b. Struggle against caste

discrimination

- Fought against untouchability, advocated for Dalit

rights throughout his career.

c. Political career and formation

of parties

- Formed Scheduled Castes Federation and later

Republican Party of India to represent Dalit interests.

d. Role in drafting the Indian

- As chairman of the Drafting Committee, played a key

Constitution role in framing India’s Constitution.
e. Contributions as Law | - Focused on social justice, rights for marginalized
Minister communities, and civil rights during his tenure as Law

Minister.

f. Views on social reforms and

caste system

- Advocated for the abolition of the caste system, sought

social and political reforms.

g. Conversion to Buddhism

- Converted to Buddhism in 1956, along with thousands

of followers, rejecting caste-based Hinduism.
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h. Literary works and economic

thoughts

- Wrote Annihilation of Caste, The Buddha and His
Dhamma, and several other works on social justice and

economics.

i. Legacy and impact on Dalit

movement

- Major inspiration for the Dalit movement, continuing

to influence Indian politics and social reforms.

j- Comparison with other social

reformers

- Compared with Gandhi, Phule, and others for his
contributions to social justice; more focused on legal and

political rights.

Vallabhbhai Patel (1875-1950)

a. Early life and legal career

- Born in Gujarat, became a successful lawyer before

joining the national movement.

b. Entry into national movement

- Led the Kheda Satyagraha (1918) and Bardoli
Satyagraha (1928), playing a key role in Gandhi’s

movements.

c. Role in major movements

- Kheda Satyagraha (1918) and Bardoli Satyagraha
(1928), which earned him the title “Sardar.”

d. Relationship with Gandhi

and other leaders

- Loyal follower of Gandhi, worked closely with other

Congress leaders like Nehru but had ideological

differences with some.

e. Role as Deputy Prime

Minister and Home Minister

- As Deputy Prime Minister and Home Minister, was
responsible for the integration of princely states into

India.

f. Integration of princely states

- Used diplomacy and military force to integrate over 500
princely states into India, earning him the title “Iron

Man of India.”

g. Contribution to  post-

independence reconstruction

- Played a major role in consolidating India after

independence, setting up administrative structures.

h. Views on partition and

Pakistan

- Opposed partition initially but worked pragmatically to

maintain peace during the process.

i. Legacy as the "Iron Man of

India"

- Known for his role in integrating India and his strong

leadership in the early years of independence.

Comparative Analysis
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a. Ideological differences and

similarities

- Tagore emphasized internationalism, Gandhi and
Nehru focused on non-violence and socialism, Bose
favored militant action, Ambedkar advocated social

justice.

b. Approaches to Indian

independence

- Gandhi believed in non-violence, Bose in militant
struggle, Ambedkar in constitutional means, Nehru in

socialism and modernization.

c. Vision for post-independent

India

- Nehru envisioned a secular socialist state, Ambedkar
focused on social justice, Patel on national unity, Bose

wanted a strong and independent India.

d. Relationships and conflicts

between leaders

- Tagore and Gandhi had respectful disagreements;
Nehru and Patel worked together despite differences;

Ambedkar and Gandhi had ideological conflicts on caste.

e. Impact on different aspects of

nation-building

- Gandhi shaped India's moral and social reform,

Nehru modernized India through economic and

political institutions, Ambedkar influenced

constitutional law.

Constitutional Developments

(1773-1950)

a. Regulating Act of 1773

Background: East India Company mismanagement.

Provisions: Established Governor-General of Bengal,

created a Supreme Court in Calcutta, regulated

Company’s political activities.

Significance: First step towards British control over

Company’s administration.

Limitations: No direct control over Company’s

commercial operations, unclear division of powers.

b. Pitt's India Act of 1784

Key features: Established dual control with Board of
Control and Court of Directors; British government

had final authority on political matters.

Significance: Marked greater British government

intervention in Company’s governance.
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c. Charter Acts (1793,
1833, 1853)

1813,

1793: Renewed Company’s monopoly, allowed local

governments to levy taxes.

1813: Ended Company’s trade monopoly except for tea

and opium, promoted missionary activities.

1833: Ended all monopolies, centralized power in the
Governor-General of India, opened civil services to

Indians.

1853: Introduced competitive exams for civil services,

added legislative council seats for provinces.

d. Government of India Act 1858

Provisions: Transferred power from Company to the
British Crown after the 1857 revolt. Established

Secretary of State for India and the India Council.

Significance: Beginning of direct British rule, ended

Company’s administrative role.

e. Indian Councils Acts (1861,
1892, 1909)

1861: Introduced legislative councils at central and

provincial levels.

1892: Expanded legislative councils, allowed indirect

elections.

1909 (Morley-Minto Reforms): Introduced separate

electorates for Muslims, expanded legislative councils.

f. Government of India Act 1919

Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms: Introduced dyarchy in
provinces (divided subjects into reserved and transferred

lists). Increased Indian participation in governance.

g. Government of India Act 1935

Federal structure: Proposed an all-India federation with

princely states and provinces.

Provincial autonomy: Provinces given more autonomy.

Dyarchy at center: Introduced for central government,

with some subjects controlled by Indian ministers.

h. Indian

1947

Independence Act

Provisions: Created two independent dominions—India
and Pakistan. Gave princely states the option to join

either dominion or remain independent.
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i. Making of the Indian

Constitution (1946-1950)

Constituent Assembly: Formed in 1946, included

members from all regions. Debated issues like

federalism, fundamental rights, and parliamentary

system. Constitution adopted in 1950.

Second World War and India
(1939-1945)

a. India's involvement in World

War II

British declaration of India’s participation without
consulting Indian leaders. Congress opposed; Muslim

League supported.

b. August Offer (1940)

Offered dominion status after the war, rejected by

Congress.

c. Cripps Mission (1942)

Offered full dominion status with the right to secede,
rejected by both Congress and Muslim League due to

unsatisfactory provisions.

d. Quit India Movement (1942)

Launch: Mass civil disobedience campaign led by

Gandhi; brutally suppressed by British.

Significance: Intensified demand for complete

independence.

e. Indian National Army (INA)
and Subhas Chandra Bose

Formation: Bose formed the INA with Japanese support
to fight British forces. Campaigns: INA fought in Burma

but was eventually defeated.

f. Naval Mutiny (1946)

Causes: Discontent over pay and racial discrimination.
Events: Indian sailors revolted in Bombay and other

ports.

g. Economic impact of the war

on India

Inflation and scarcity: Prices soared, leading to famine
in Bengal (1943). Industrial growth: War demands led

to expansion of Indian industries.

Final Phase of Independence

Struggle (1945-1947)

a. Post-war scenario in India

Growing political demands for independence, British

resolve weakened due to economic strains.
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b. Simla Conference (1945)

Wavell Plan: Proposed an interim government with
equal representation for Hindus and Muslims; failed due

to disagreements between Congress and Muslim League.

c. Cabinet Mission Plan (1946)

Proposals: Federal structure with weak -center,

groupings of provinces based on religion. Congress
rejected grouping; Muslim League demanded a separate

Pakistan.

d. Formation of Interim

Government (1946)

Composition: Congress and Muslim League joined the
government; tensions between the two made governance

difficult.

e. Direct Action Day and

Communal Violence (1946)

Muslim League’s call for Direct Action led to widespread

communal riots, particularly in Bengal.

f. Attlee's Declaration (February
1947)

Announced that the British would leave India by June

1948.

g. Mountbatten Plan (June 3,
1947)

Partition: Proposed creation of two dominions—India
and Pakistan. Princely states allowed to choose their

accession.

h. Indian
(July 1947)

Independence Act

Provisions: Legalized partition, transferred power to

India and Pakistan on August 15, 1947.

Partition of India (1947)

a. Background of the partition

Two-nation theory proposed by Jinnah, demanded a

separate nation for Muslims—Pakistan.

b. Radcliffe Line

Boundary commission led by Cyril Radcliffe,

demarcated the borders between India and Pakistan.

c. Princely States and

Integration

Instrument of Accession allowed princely states to join
either dominion. Sardar Patel played a key role in

integrating them into India.

d. Partition violence and refugee

crisis

Massive migration of Hindus, Sikhs, and Muslims; large-
scale violence and atrocities resulted in millions of

refugees.

e. Kashmir issue

Accession: Kashmir’s ruler chose to join India, leading

to conflict with Pakistan.
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f. Economic consequences of

partition

Division of assets, industries, and resources; loss of

markets, leading to economic dislocation.

g. Social and cultural impact

Massive demographic shifts, communal tensions,

cultural disintegration, and psychological trauma.

h. Long-term consequences

Indo-Pak relations: Ongoing tensions, wars over

Kashmir. Internal politics: Partition influenced

communal politics in both countries.

Comparative Analysis

a. Evolution of constitutional

provisions from 1773 to 1950

Shift from Company rule to British Crown, increasing
Indian participation in governance, culminating in self-

governance and creation of the Indian Constitution.

b. Changing British attitudes

towards Indian governance

Initial focus on trade and exploitation, gradually shifted
towards political control, repression, and eventual

recognition of Indian demands for self-rule.

c. Role of World War II in

accelerating independence

British economic weakness and Indian discontent
during the war forced the British to consider a faster

transfer of power.

d. Evaluation of partition

decision and its alternatives

Partition was seen as inevitable due to communal
divisions, though alternatives like a federal solution
were debated but rejected due to lack of agreement

between Congress and League.

Overview of Tamil Nadu's role

in the Freedom Struggle

a. Early resistance to British

rule

- Poligar Rebellion (1799-1801): Led by Veerapandiya
Kattabomman and other poligars against the British

East India Company’s rule.

b. Spread of nationalist ideas in

the region

- Nationalist ideas spread through leaders like V.O.
Chidambaranar, Subramania Bharathiyar, and Rajaji.

Inspired by Swadeshi and Home Rule movements.

c. Major movements and their

impact

- Movements like Swadeshi, Home Rule, Non-

Cooperation, and Quit India had a significant impact
on Tamil Nadu, raising political consciousness and

opposition to British rule.

IYACHAMY ACADEMY - CHENNAI - SANKARANKOIL -TENKASI - 9952521550 / 9840281550




IYACHAMY ACADEMY

INSTITUTION FOR COMPETITIVE Exam

Subramanya Siva (1884-1925)

a. Early life and background

- Born in Batlagundu, Tamil Nadu. A passionate

nationalist and orator.

b. Association with  V.O.

Chidambaranar

- Collaborated with V.0. Chidambaranar in promoting

Swadeshi movement in Tamil Nadu.

c. Role in Swadeshi movement

- Played a crucial role in organizing protests and
advocating for the boycott of British goods in Tamil
Nadu.

d. Contributions to Tamil

literature and journalism

- Contributed articles to Tamil jourmals promoting
nationalism, wrote extensively to inspire the public

against British rule.

e. Imprisonment and later life

- Imprisoned several times for his nationalist activities.
His health deteriorated in prison, and he died in
Pudukkottai in 1925.

Subramania

(1882-1921)

Bharathiyar

a. Early life and education

- Born in Ettayapuram, Tamil Nadu. Received formal

education in Tamil and Sanskrit.

b. Poetic and literary

contributions

- Famous for his patriotic poems like "Vande Mataram",

"Pudhiya Athichudi", and social reform writings.

c. Role in Indian National

Movement

- Through his poetry and writings, he stirred

nationalistic fervor and inspired masses to fight for

freedom.

d. Association with extremist

leaders

- Closely associated with Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Aurobindo Ghose, and other extremists in the freedom

movement.

e. Exile in Pondicherry

- Fled to Pondicherry (then a French territory) to escape
British persecution, continued to write and inspire

nationalist sentiments.

f. Ideas on social reform and

women's empowerment

- Advocated for women’s education, equality, and the

abolition of caste discrimination in his works.
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g. Impact on Tamil literature

and nationalism

- Revolutionized Tamil literature with his poetry; his
writings played a key role in spreading nationalism in

Tamil Nadu.

V.O. Chidambaranar
(Valliyappan

Chidambaranar) (1872-1936)

Olaganathan

a. Early life and legal career

- Born in Ottapidaram, Tamil Nadu. Practiced as a

lawyer before entering politics.

b. Entry into national movement

- Inspired by Bal Gangadhar Tilak, entered the freedom

struggle and actively promoted Swadeshi.

c. Swadeshi Steam Navigation

Company

- Founded the Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company
in 1906 to compete with British shipping companies in

Tuticorin, promoting indigenous industry.

d. Role in Coral Mill strike

- Led the Coral Mill workers’ strike in Tuticorin,

protesting for better wages and working conditions.

e. Arrest and imprisonment

- Arrested by the British for his involvement in the strike

and Swadeshi movement; sentenced to rigorous

imprisonment.

f. Later political career

- After release, he continued his nationalist activities,

though his health and political influence diminished.

g. Legacy and impact on Tamil

Nadu politics

- Known as Kappalottiya Tamizhan (The Tamil
Helmsman), his legacy is celebrated for his dedication to

Swadeshi and workers’ rights.

C. Rajagopalachari
(1878-1972)

(Rajaji)

a. Early life and legal career

- Born in Thorapalli, Tamil Nadu. Practiced law in

Salem before entering politics.

b. Entry into Indian National

Congress

- Joined Congress in the early 1900s, aligned with

Gandhi’s ideology of non-violence.

c. Role in Non-Cooperation and

Civil Disobedience movements

- Actively participated in both movements, jailed

multiple times for his civil disobedience.
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d. Relationship with Gandhi

- Close associate and trusted advisor of Mahatma
Gandhi,;

swaraj.

supported his vision of non-violence and

e. Chief Minister of Madras

Presidency

- Served as Chief Minister of Madras from 1937-1939,

implemented various social and educational reforms.

f. Role as Governor-General of

India

- Became the last Governor-General of India (1948-
1950)

independence governance.

after independence, a key figure in post-

g. Formation of Swatantra Party

- Founded the Swatantra Party in 1959 to oppose
Nehru’s socialist policies, advocating for free-market

policies.

h. Literary contributions and

social reforms

- Translated Mahabharata and Ramayana into Tamil,
contributed to social reform movements like temple

entry for Dalits.

Thanthai Periyar
Ramasamy) (1879-1973)

(E.V.

a. Early life and business career

- Born in Erode, Tamil Nadu. Initially a businessman

before entering politics and social reform.

b. Participation in national

movement

- Joined the Indian National Congress in the 1920s but

grew disillusioned with the focus on Brahmin interests.

c. Self-Respect Movement

- Founded the Self-Respect Movement in 1925,
advocating for equality and rationalism, and fighting

against the caste system.

d. Anti-Brahmin and anti-North

Indian stance

- Strong critic of Brahmin dominance in politics and
North Indian cultural imposition, called for Dravidian

identity.

e. Dravidian movement and

formation of Justice Party

- Led the Dravidian movement, supported the Justice

Party in opposing Brahmin dominance.

f. Opposition to Hindi

imposition

- Fought against the imposition of Hindi in Tamil Nadu,

a key figure in the anti-Hindi agitations.

g. Social reforms and fight

against caste system

- Advocated for the abolition of untouchability, equal

rights for women, and other progressive social reforms.
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h. Impact on Tamil Nadu

politics and society

- His legacy deeply influenced Dravidian politics,
shaping the state’s socio-political landscape even after
his death.

K. Kamaraj (1903-1975)

a. Early life and entry into

- Born in Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu. Entered politics

politics as a Congress worker and rose through the ranks.
b. Role in Indian National | - A key figure in Congress, known for his organizational
Congress skills and role in the freedom struggle.

c. Chief Minister of Madras
State

- As Chief Minister (1954-1963), introduced several
reforms, including the midday meal scheme and free

education policies.

d. Educational reforms and

midday meal scheme

- Introduced free and compulsory education, pioneered
the midday meal scheme, drastically improving school

enrollment.

e. Kamaraj Plan and role in

national politics

- Proposed the Kamaraj Plan in 1963, urging senior
Congress leaders to resign from government to focus on
party work, strengthening the party's organizational

structure.

f. Presidency of Indian National

- Elected Congress President in 1964; played a crucial

Congress role in selecting Lal Bahadur Shastri and Indira Gandhi
as Prime Ministers.

g. Role in selecting Prime | - Instrumental in selecting both Shastri and Indira

Ministers Gandhi as Prime Ministers after Nehru’s death.

h. Legacy and impact on Tamil

Nadu

- Known as the Kingmaker in Indian politics, his focus
on education and rural development left a lasting impact

on Tamil Nadu.

Other significant leaders and

their contributions

a. S. Satyamurti

- Key nationalist leader from Tamil Nadu, played a
pivotal role in organizing the Congress party in the

region.
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b. T.T. Krishnamachari

- Finance Minister of India, contributed to the economic

policies of post-independence India.

c. Lakshmi

Lakshmi)

Sahgal (Captain

- Commander of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment in the
Indian National Army (INA), an advocate for women's

rights and independence.

d. Dheeran Chinnamalai

- Poligar leader who resisted British rule, fought against

the East India Company’s forces in Kongu Nadu.

e. Veerapandiya Kattabomman

- Poligar chieftain of Panchalankurichi, led a rebellion
against the British, became a symbol of resistance in

Tamil Nadu.

Major movements and events

in Tamil Nadu

a. Vellore Mutiny (1806)

- Early military rebellion against the British, precursor

to the 1857 Revolt.

b. Swadeshi Movement in Tamil

Nadu

- Boycott of British goods, promotion of indigenous
industries like Swadeshi Steam Navigation Company

by Chidambaranar.

c. Home Rule Movement in

Madras

- Led by Annie Besant and Tilak, the movement found

strong support in Tamil Nadu.

d. Non-Cooperation Movement

in the region

- Widespread participation in boycotts and protests,

especially in urban centers like Madras.

e. Civil Disobedience Movement

in Tamil Nadu

- Active participation in Salt Satyagraha, protests

against colonial rule in major cities and towns.

f. Quit India Movement and its

impact

- Mass protests, strikes, and arrests in Tamil Nadu,

including the arrest of Kamaraj and other leaders.

g. Royal Indian Navy Mutiny

and Chennai's role

- Chennai saw demonstrations and strikes in support of

the naval mutineers in 1946.

Social reform movements in

Tamil Nadu

a. Justice Party and non-

Brahmin movement

- Advocated for non-Brahmin rights, reservation

policies, and upliftment of marginalized communities.
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b. Self-Respect Movement

- Founded by Periyar, focused on equality, rationalism,

and the eradication of caste-based discrimination.

c. Temple Entry movement

- Movement for Dalit access to temples, part of broader

efforts for social equality in Tamil Nadu.

d. Anti-Hindi agitations

- Protests against the imposition of Hindi as a national
language, a defining issue in Tamil Nadu's regional

politics.

Role of women in Tamil

Nadu's freedom struggle

a. Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddy

- First woman legislator in India, fought for women's
rights and education, played a significant role in the

freedom struggle.

b. Rukmini Lakshmipathi

- Leading figure in the Salt Satyagraha, first woman to

join the Indian National Congress in Tamil Nadu.

c. Sister Subbalakshmi

- Pioneer in women’s education, social reformer, and
advocate for women’s participation in the freedom

movement.

Contribution of Tamil Nadu to

Indian National Army (INA)

a. Key figures from Tamil Nadu
in INA

- Lakshmi Sahgal (Captain Lakshmi), and others from
Tamil Nadu played pivotal roles in the INA's campaigns

for independence.

b. Impact of INA trials on the

region

- Widespread protests and support for INA soldiers in

Tamil Nadu after the trials, raised nationalist fervor.

Press and literature in Tamil

Nadu's freedom struggle

a. Tamil newspapers and their

role

- Papers like Swadesamitran, India, and others were
instrumental in spreading nationalist ideas and keeping

the freedom struggle alive.

b. Patriotic literature and its

impact

- Writings of Bharathiyar, Subramanya Siva, and
others played a crucial role in awakening the masses

and spreading the spirit of freedom.
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Impact of British Rule on

Socio-Economic Affairs

a. Economic Impact

- De-industrialization

Decline of traditional Indian industries (textile,

handicrafts) due to British policies promoting British

imports.
- Commercialization of | Focus shifted to cash crops like cotton, indigo, tea, and
agriculture jute, causing food shortages and famines.
-  Land revenue systems | Zamindari (Bengal): land owned by zamindars;
(Zamindari, Ryotwari, | Ryotwari (Madras): direct tax on peasants; Mahalwari
Mahalwari) (North-Western Provinces): village collectively

responsible for revenue.

- Drain of wealth

Theory proposed by Dadabhai Naoroji, highlighting the
transfer of wealth from India to Britain through trade

and exploitation.

- Development of modern

industry

Growth of modern industries like jute, coal, and steel,

mainly benefitting British interests.

- Changes in trade patterns

Shift from traditional Indian exports (textiles) to raw
materials; Indian market became a source of raw

materials and consumer of British goods.

- Introduction of railways and

modern communication

Railways facilitated the movement of raw materials to
ports, while modern communication (telegraph, postal

system) helped in administration and trade expansion.

b. Social Impact

- Changes in caste system

Caste rigidity weakened in some areas due to modern
education and economic changes; however, colonial

policies reinforced caste distinctions.

- Urbanization

Growth of cities like Bombay, Calcutta, and Madras due

to industrialization, leading to a new urban middle class.

- Rise of new social classes

Emergence of educated middle class, commercial
bourgeoisie, and a class of Indian bureaucrats and

professionals.
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- Impact on tribal societies

Displacement of tribal communities due to forest laws
and commercialization of agriculture; exploitation by

moneylenders and traders.

- Changes in family structure

Western education and urbanization led to nuclear

family structures in urban areas, as opposed to

traditional joint family systems.

- Status of women

Colonial rule had a dual impact: it brought reforms such
as banning Sati but reinforced patriarchal values

through legal structures.

c. Cultural Impact

- Introduction of Western | British-established education system aimed at creating

education an English-educated Indian elite; promoted Western
knowledge and culture.

- English language and | English became the medium of instruction, leading to

literature the rise of English literature and a new class of educated
Indians.

- Press and printing Introduction of the printing press in India; newspapers
and journals like Bengal Gazette spread nationalist
ideas and public discourse.

-  Changes in art and | British colonial architecture (e.g., Victoria Memorial)

architecture influenced Indian architecture; traditional arts declined
due to lack of patronage.

- Impact on indigenous | Indigenous education systems and knowledge (e.g.,

knowledge systems

Ayurveda, local crafts) were sidelined in favor of Western

science and education.

d. Administrative Impact

- Centralized bureaucracy

Introduction of centralized administrative systems with
British officials at the top, leading to greater British

control over Indian affairs.

- New judicial system

British established a uniform judicial system, with

English common law principles and codified laws.
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- Police and military | Police force reorganized for internal control; Indian
reorganization soldiers (sepoys) served in British-led military with
limited promotions.

- Local self-government | Introduction of local governance through acts like the
institutions Indian Councils Act (1861, 1892), promoting a degree
of Indian participation.

National Renaissance
Movement

a. Factors leading to
Renaissance

- Impact of Western education

British education introduced Western ideas of

rationalism, democracy, and nationalism, sparking

intellectual and social reforms.

- Printing press and vernacular

literature

Rise of the printing press facilitated the spread of
knowledge and growth of vernacular literature, allowing

for mass communication of new ideas.

- Rediscovery of India's past

Scholars like Max Muller studied India’s past, leading to
a renewed pride in India’s rich cultural and historical

heritage.

b. Key features of Renaissance

- Rational and scientific outlook

Emphasis on reason, logic, and scientific temper to

challenge superstition and blind faith.

- Social and religious reforms

Reform movements sought to address social ills like

caste discrimination, sati, child marriage, and

untouchability.

- Revivalism vs. reformism

debate

Revivalism aimed at reviving the ancient glory of India,
while reformism focused on modernizing Indian society

by eliminating social evils.

c. Role of intellectuals and

reformers

- Raja Ram Mohan Roy

Founder of the Brahmo Samaj, fought against Sati,

child marriage, and for women’s education.
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- Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar

Worked for widow remarriage and women's education,

helped pass the Widow Remarriage Act (1856).

- Jyotiba Phule

Champion of lower-caste rights, founded the Satya
Shodhak Samaj and advocated for education for the

oppressed classes.

- Swami Vivekananda

Spread the message of Indian spirituality and

nationalism, founder of the Ramakrishna Mission.

d. Literary and  cultural

renaissance

- Bengali renaissance Cultural revival in Bengal led by figures like
Rabindranath Tagore, embracing modern ideas and
cultural reform.

- Growth of vernacular | Spread of nationalist ideas through vernacular

literature languages; figures like Bharathiyar and Bankim

Chandra Chatterjee contributed to literary nationalism.

- New forms of art and music

Revival of Indian classical music and art forms; blending

of Western techniques with Indian themes.

Socio-Religious Reform

Movements

a. Hindu Reform Movements

- Brahmo Samaj

Founded by Raja Ram Mohan Roy, focused on

monotheism, social reform, and abolishing Sati.

- Arya Sama]

Founded by Swami Dayanand Saraswati, promoted
Vedic values, opposed idol worship, and advocated for

social reforms.

- Ramakrishna Mission

Founded by Swami Vivekananda, emphasized spiritual

upliftment and social service.

- Theosophical Society

Promoted universal brotherhood, based on

spiritualism; leaders like Annie Besant were involved in

Indian nationalism.

b. Muslim Reform Movements
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- Aligarh Movement

Led by Sir Syed Ahmed Khan, promoted modern
education for Muslims and social reform through the

Aligarh Muslim University.

- Deoband Movement

Focused on preserving Islamic orthodoxy through

religious education and opposition to British rule.

- Ahmadiya Movement

Founded by Mirza Ghulam Ahmad, emphasized peaceful

Islamic reform and rejected jihad.

c. Sikh Reform Movement

- Singh Sabha Movement

Aimed at reforming Sikh practices, promoting
education, and reviving Sikh identity in the face of

Christian and Hindu influences.

d. Zoroastrian Reform | Reform movements among Parsis aimed at

Movement modernization and social reform within the
community.

e. Tribal and Lower Caste

Movements

- Satya Shodhak Samaj

Founded by Jyotiba Phule, advocated for social equality

and upliftment of lower castes.

- Self-Respect Movement

Founded by Periyar, aimed at abolishing caste system

and promoting rationalism in Tamil Nadu.

f. Women's Movements

- All India Women's Conference

Founded in 1927, worked for women's education and

social reform.

- Women's Indian Association

Focused on women's suffrage, education, and social

reforms.

g. Key issues addressed

- Caste system and

untouchability

Reform movements worked to eradicate untouchability

and caste discrimination, advocating for equal rights.

- Status of women

Fought against Sati, promoted widow remarriage,

women's education, and opposition to child marriage.
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- Idolatry and superstitions

Reformers like Dayanand Saraswati and Raja Ram
Mohan Roy campaigned against idol worship and

superstitions.

- Religious conversion and

reconversion

Movements like Shuddhi promoted reconversion of

Hindus from other religions.

Social Reform Acts

a. Abolition of Sati Act (1829)

Banned Sati (widow burning) in British India, initiated

by efforts of Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

b. Widow Remarriage Act (1856)

Legalized widow remarriage, largely influenced by

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar.

c. Age of Consent Act (1891)

Raised the age of consent for marriage to 12 years to

combat child marriages.

d. Child Marriage Restraint Act
(1929)

Set the minimum marriage age at 14 for girls and 18

for boys.

e. Hindu Women's Right to
Property Act (1937)

Gave Hindu women inheritance rights, expanding their

legal rights to property.

f. Temple Entry Proclamation
(1936)

Allowed Dalits to enter Hindu temples in Travancore, a

landmark event in social reform.

Educational Reforms

a. Charter Act of 1813

Allocated funds for promoting education in India.

b. Macaulay's Minute (1835)

Advocated for English education, opposing Oriental

learning; introduced English as the medium of

instruction.

c. Woods Dispatch (1854)

Known as the "Magna Carta of English Education in
India", promoted primary education, teacher training,

and government involvement.

d. Hunter Commission (1882)

Focused on expanding primary and secondary
education and reducing government control over

universities.

e. Indian Universities Act (1904)

Increased government control over wuniversities,

focusing on higher education reforms.
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f. Sadler Commission (1917)

Recommended reforms for wuniversity education,

including expansion and diversification of subjects.

g. Wardha Scheme of Basic
Education (1937)

Proposed by Gandhi, emphasized vocational training

and education in local languages.

h. Sergeant Plan of Education

(1944)

Aimed at wuniversalizing primary education and

restructuring the education system in India.

Impact of Reform Movements
and Acts

a. Social impact

- Changes in social customs and

Led to abolition of practices like Sati, widow

practices remarriage, and challenges to child marriage and
polygamy.
- Improvement in status of | Reform movements and laws helped uplift women and

women and lower castes

lower castes, promoting education and social equality.

b. Religious impact

- Reinterpretation of religious

texts

Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy and Dayanand
Saraswati advocated for reinterpretation of texts to

promote rationalism and social justice.

- Challenges to orthodox

practices

Reformers challenged superstition, idol worship, and

rigid interpretations of religious practices.

c. Political impact

- Growth of nationalism

Social reform movements fostered nationalism by
uniting people across religious, caste, and regional

divides.

- Demand for self-rule

Intellectual reformers and nationalist leaders began

advocating for self-rule and Indian autonomy.

d. Educational impact

- Spread of modern education

Modern education, introduced by the British and
reformers, spread across India, helping the rise of a new

educated middle class.
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- Rise of Indian intelligentsia

Educated Indians became the backbone of nationalist

movements, promoting reform and independence.

India since Independence

a. Political Developments

- Integration of princely states

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a key role in integrating
over 500 princely states into the Indian Union through

diplomacy and force (Hyderabad, Junagadh, Kashmir).

- Framing of the Constitution

Constitution of India adopted in 1950; led by Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar as the chair of the Drafting Committee,
and secular

establishing a democratic, socialist,

republic.

- Formation of linguistic states

States Reorganization Act (1956) created states on

linguistic lines (e.g., Andhra Pradesh for Telugu

speakers), setting the stage for future state formations

based on language.

- Emergency period (1975-77)

Declared by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, marked by
suspension of civil liberties, press censorship, and
political arrests; ended with the defeat of Congress in

1977 elections.

- Coalition politics era

From the 1990s, coalition governments became common
due to the decline of Congress dominance, leading to
alliances like the NDA and UPA, changing the dynamics

of Indian politics.

b. Economic Developments

- Five-Year Plans

Centralized economic planning aimed at economic
growth and self-reliance. Major focuses: agriculture (1st
plan), heavy industries (2nd plan), and modernization

(later plans).

- Green Revolution

Launched in the 1960s to increase agricultural
productivity through high-yielding variety seeds,
chemical fertilizers, and irrigation; led by M.S.

Swaminathan in states like Punjab.
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- Economic liberalization (1991) | Initiated by P.V. Narasimha Rao and Finance Minister
Manmohan Singh, focused on opening up the economy
through deregulation, foreign investment, and

privatization.

- Major economic reforms and | Reforms like GST (Goods and Services Tax), FDI
policies liberalization, Make in India, and schemes like Pradhan
Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana aimed at economic

modernization and inclusion.

c. Social Developments

- Land reforms Abolition of Zamindari, land redistribution, and tenancy
reforms aimed at improving agricultural productivity

and reducing land inequality.

- Caste-based reservations Reservation system introduced to uplift Scheduled
Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), and later Other
Backward Classes (OBC) in education, jobs, and

politics.

- Women's empowerment | Laws and programs like the Hindu Succession Act
initiatives (1956), Beti Bachao Beti Padhao campaign, and

reservation in local bodies focused on gender equality.

- Education policies Policies like National Education Policy (1986), Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan, and Right to Education (RTE) Act

(2009) aimed at universal access to education.

d. Foreign Policy

- Non-Aligned Movement India, under Nehru, was a founding member of the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), which sought to maintain
independence from Cold War power blocs (US and
USSR).

- Relations with neighbors Focus on peaceful coexistence, but tensions with
Pakistan (Kashmir issue, wars in 1947, 1965, 1971) and
China (1962 war, border disputes).

- Nuclear policy India conducted its first nuclear test in 1974 (Pokhran-
I) and declared itself a nuclear weapons state in 1998

(Pokhran-II); adopted a no first use policy.
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- Economic diplomacy

Engagement with global markets post-liberalization,
focus on trade partnerships (WTO, ASEAN), and Make

in India to attract foreign investment.

e. Science and Technology

- Space program

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) established
in 1969; notable achievements include Chandrayaan
and Mangalyaan missions, making India a key player in

space exploration.

- Nuclear program

Development of nuclear technology for energy and
defense purposes; key achievements include nuclear

reactors for energy and the Pokhran tests for defense.

- IT revolution

India emerged as a global IT hub post-liberalization, with
cities like Bangalore leading in software exports and

services, contributing significantly to the economy.

- Biotechnology advancements

Growth in biotech fields like genetic engineering,
pharmaceuticals,

(e.g., Bt cotton) post-1990s.

and agricultural biotechnology

Salient Features of Indian

Culture

a. Historical Evolution

- Ancient Indian culture

Rich cultural heritage with roots in Indus Valley
Civilization, Vedic traditions, and classical literature

(Sanskrit, Tamil).

- Impact of various invasions

and migrations

Influences from Aryans, Mughals, Turks, and British
shaped Indian culture, adding layers of diversity in

language, architecture, and religion.

- Colonial influence

British colonization introduced Western education,
English language, railways, and administrative reforms,

while also affecting Indian art and architecture.

b. Philosophy and Religion
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- Major schools of Indian

philosophy

Schools like Vedanta, Sankhya, Nyaya, and Buddhism
focused on metaphysics, ethics, and the pursuit of

knowledge and truth.

- Concept of Dharma

Central concept in Indian philosophy and religion,

meaning duty, righteousness, and moral order in life.

- Syncretism in Indian religions

Indian religions (Hinduism, Islam, Sikhism, Buddhism)
fostered syncretic traditions like Sufism and the

Bhakti movement, promoting inter-religious harmony.

c. Art and Architecture

- Classical Indian art forms

Art forms like sculpture, miniature paintings,

Buddhist stupas, and Ajanta-Ellora cave paintings

reflect India's rich artistic heritage.

- Temple architecture

Diverse temple architecture styles like Dravidian,

Nagara, and Vesara are seen in temples like

Brihadeeswarar and Konark Sun Temple.

- Indo-Islamic architecture

Blend of Islamic and Indian elements seen in structures
like the Taj Mahal, Qutub Minar, and Humayun's
Tomb.

- Modern Indian art

Artists like Raja Ravi Varma and movements like the

Bengal School of Art bridged traditional and

contemporary art forms in the modern period.

d. Literature and Languages

- Classical literature (Sanskrit,

Works like Mahabharata, Ramayana, Thirukkural

Tamil, etc.) (Tamil) and Kalidasa’s plays shaped Indian literary
tradition.
- Modern Indian literature Writers like Rabindranath Tagore, Premchand,

Subramania Bharathi, and Mulk Raj Anand explored

nationalism, social issues, and the human condition.

- Linguistic diversity

India is home to 22 scheduled languages and hundreds

of dialects, contributing to its cultural richness.

e. Performing Arts
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- Classical dance forms

India has 8 classical dance forms,

Bharatanatyam, Kathak, Kathakali, and Odissi.

including

- Music traditions (Hindustani

and Carnatic)

Hindustani music (North India) and Carnatic music
(South India) are the two classical music traditions,
accompanied by instruments like the sitar, veena, and

tabla.

- Folk traditions

Folk dances like Bhangra, Garba, and Lavani, and
music reflect regional cultures and traditions across

India.

f. Customs and Traditions

- Festivals and celebrations

Festivals like Diwali, Holi, Eid, Christmas, and Pongal

are celebrated across religious and cultural lines.

- Rituals and ceremonies

Religious rituals, life cycle ceremonies (birth, marriage,
death), and seasonal festivals are integral to Indian

culture.

- Family structure and values

India emphasizes joint family systems, with values like
respect for elders, collective responsibility, and

hospitality deeply ingrained.

g. Cuisine

- Regional culinary traditions

Indian cuisine is regionally diverse: spicy curries of
North India, rice-based dishes in South India, seafood

in coastal regions, and vegetarian food in Gujarat.

- Influence of geography on food
habits

Geography plays a key role in food habits—rice is a
staple in South and East India, wheat in the North, and

millets in Western and Central India.

Unity in Diversity

a. Geographical Diversity

- Diverse landscapes and

climates

India’s geography ranges from Himalayan mountains to
Thar desert, Gangetic plains, and coastal regions,

each influencing local cultures and economies.
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cultures occupations, and festivals (e.g., Himalayan wool-based

Impact on lifestyles and | Geographical diversity influences clothing, cuisine,

clothing, Kerala’s rice-based diet).

b. Linguistic Diversity

- Major language families Indo-Aryan (e.g., Hindi, Bengali), Dravidian (e.g., Tamil,

Telugu), Austroasiatic, and Tibeto-Burman language

families represent the linguistic diversity of India.

- Official languages policy India has 22 scheduled languages, with Hindi and

English as official languages of the central government.

- Three-language formula Introduced to promote multilingualism in education:

regional language, Hindi, and English (or other

language) are taught in schools.

c. Religious Diversity

distribution Buddhists, and Jains, among others, with different

Major religions and their | India is home to Hindus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,

religions dominant in various regions.

- Syncretic traditions Movements like Sufism and Bhakti combined elements

of Hinduism and Islam, promoting interfaith

understanding and harmony.

d. Cultural Diversity

- Regional cultural variations Diverse languages, art, festivals, clothing, and cuisine in

regions like Punjab, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and

Rajasthan highlight cultural richness.

- Tribal cultures Tribes like the Gonds, Santhals, Nagas, and Bhils have

distinct languages, customs, and art forms, contributing

to India’s diversity.

e. Factors Promoting Unity

- National symbols Flag, anthem, and emblem foster a sense of national

unity, transcending regional and cultural differences.

- Sports and cinema Cricket, Bollywood, and regional cinema play a key role

in uniting diverse communities across India.
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- Constitutional provisions

The Constitution promotes unity in diversity through
provisions like fundamental rights, protection of

minority languages, and federalism.

Race, Language, and Religion

a. Racial Composition of India

- Major racial groups

India’s population includes Indo-Aryans, Dravidians,
Tibeto-Burmans, and Austroasiatic groups, reflecting

its diverse racial composition.

- Theories of racial origins in

India

Aryan migration theory and indigenous Dravidian
theories are debated regarding the racial origins and

ancient population migrations in India.

b. Language

- Language families in India

Indo-Aryan, Dravidian, Austroasiatic, and Tibeto-
Burman families account for the majority of Indian

languages.

- Scheduled languages

India recognizes 22 scheduled languages in its

Constitution, with Hindi as the most widely spoken.

-  Language conflicts and | Conflicts over Hindi imposition led to movements like

resolutions the Anti-Hindi agitations in Tamil Nadu, resulting in
the three-language formula as a compromise.

c. Religion

- Major religions and their

distribution

India is predominantly Hindu, with significant

populations of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists,

and Jains, reflecting religious diversity.

- Religious minorities and their

rights

Constitution guarantees rights to religious minorities,
including freedom of religion, cultural autonomy, and

the protection of their practices.

- Inter-religious harmony

initiatives

Initiatives like Sufi-Bhakti movements, Interfaith
dialogues, and government efforts promote religious

harmony and coexistence.

Customs and Rituals
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a. Life Cycle Rituals

- Birth ceremonies Customs like Namkaran (naming ceremony),
Jatakarma (Hindu ritual), and others vary across

religions and regions.

- Marriage customs Marriage rituals like Saat Phere (Hindu), Nikah
(Muslim), Anand Karaj (Sikh) symbolize lifelong

partnerships and vary significantly across communities.

- Death rituals Customs like cremation (Hindu), burial (Muslim,
Christian), and Pind Daan are central to religious and

cultural practices.

b. Seasonal and Agricultural

Rituals

- Harvest festivals Festivals like Pongal, Lohri, and Baisakhi celebrate
agricultural prosperity and mark harvest times.

- Seasonal celebrations Seasonal celebrations like Makar Sankranti and Onam

celebrate changes in the seasons and nature’s bounty.

c. Religious Rituals

- Major religious festivals Diwali, Eid, Christmas, Vaisakhi, and Buddha
Purnima are some of the key religious festivals

celebrated in India.

- Pilgrimage traditions Char Dham, Kumbh Mela, Amarnath Yatra, and Haj

are major religious pilgrimages in Hinduism and Islam.

d. Social Customs

- Caste-based practices Customs like endogamy, ritual purity, and caste-
based occupations have historically shaped Indian

society.

- Tribal customs Tribal customs involve unique rituals, including nature
worship, community hunting, and festivals, reflecting

their distinct identity.

India as a Secular State

a. Constitutional Provisions
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- Articles related to secularism

Article 25: Freedom of religion; Article 26: Freedom to

manage religious affairs; Article 15 prohibits

discrimination based on religion.

- Fundamental rights

concerning religion

Constitution guarantees freedom of religion, equality

before the law, and prohibits religious discrimination.

b. Uniform Civil Code Debate

- Uniform Civil Code (UCC)

Debates around UCC center on the need to unify
personal laws governing marriage, inheritance, and
divorce across religions while protecting religious

freedoms.

c. State's Relationship with

Religion

- Religious institutions and | The state regulates religious trusts, controls temples in

state control some states, and ensures that religious practices comply
with the Constitution.

- Government policies on | Policies like minority rights, temple management, and

religious matters

subsidies for religious pilgrimages (e.g., Haj) shape the

relationship between religion and the state.

d. Challenges to Secularism

- Communalism

Tensions between religious communities, leading to
communal riots (e.g., Gujarat 2002), pose challenges to

India’s secular ethos.

- Religious fundamentalism

Rise of fundamentalist movements in various religions

threatens communal harmony and secular principles.

e. Secularism in Practice

- Case studies of secular

practices

Examples like Kerala’s communal harmony, court
judgments on religious matters, and government

policies illustrate secularism in action.

- Judicial interpretations

Indian judiciary has upheld secularism in various
rulings, like banning triple talaq and protecting
freedom of religious practices within constitutional

limits.
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a. Government Organizations

Sangeet Natak Akademi

- Objectives and functions

Established in 1953 for the promotion of music, dance,
and drama in India; provides recognition and support to

artists and promotes traditional performing arts.

- Major initiatives and awards

National-level awards like Sangeet Natak Akademi
Awards, fellowships, and programs like Yuva Puraskar

to encourage young artists.

Lalit Kala Akademi

- Role in promoting visual arts

Established in 1954 to promote the visual arts in India,
including painting, sculpture, and graphic arts. It

fosters creativity and research in the arts.

- National and regional | Hosts National Art Exhibitions and regional shows to

exhibitions promote contemporary art, as well as traditional forms
like folk painting and tribal art.

National School of Drama

(NSD)

- Training programs

Established in 1959, NSD offers theatre training in
acting, direction, and other technical aspects of drama,

producing some of India’s finest actors and directors.

- Bharat Rang Mahotsav

NSD organizes Bharat Rang Mahotsav, India’s largest
theatre festival, showcasing diverse performances from

India and abroad.

Zonal Cultural Centres (ZCC)

- Role in preserving and

promoting regional cultures

Set up to promote regional cultures and preserve
traditional art forms. There are seven ZCCs, including
the North Zone Cultural Centre and South Zone

Cultural Centre.

Indira Gandhi National Centre

for the Arts (IGNCA)
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- Interdisciplinary research and

documentation

Focuses on interdisciplinary research in the arts,
culture, and history. It documents cultural heritage

through archives, exhibitions, and publications.

- Major projects and digital

initiatives

Projects like Kalasamvara and Digital Repository aim

to digitize and document India's cultural heritage.

Centre for Cultural Resources
and Training (CCRT)

- Teacher training programs

Trains school teachers on cultural education,

integrating the knowledge of Indian heritage into school

curricula.

- Development of educational

materials on culture

Produces educational materials, including books and

multimedia resources, to promote cultural

understanding in schools.

National Archives of India
(NAI)

- Collection and preservation of

records

Established in 1891, NAI is responsible for the
collection, preservation, and management of India's
public records, serving as a repository for historical

documents.

- Public Records Act and its

implementation

Public Records Act (1993) governs the management of
official records, ensuring their preservation for historical

and administrative purposes.

Indian Council for Cultural

Relations (ICCR)

- Cultural diplomacy initiatives

Established in 1950 to promote cultural diplomacy

through Indian art, music, dance, and academic

exchanges with other nations.

- Scholarships for foreign | Provides scholarships to foreign students to study

students Indian culture and arts, strengthening cultural ties
globally.

- Indian Cultural Centres | Operates Indian Cultural Centres in various countries,

abroad showcasing India’s cultural heritage through

exhibitions, performances, and educational programs.
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Indian Council of Historical

Research (ICHR)

- Promotion of  historical | ICHR promotes historical research and ensures

research documentation and publication of research works on
Indian history.

- Major publications and | Publishes historical books and journals, including the

projects Indian Historical Review, and works on projects like

the Comprehensive History of India.

b. Private Organizations and

Institutions

India Foundation for the Arts

(IFA)

- Grant programs for artists and

researchers

Provides grants to artists, researchers, and cultural
practitioners in various fields of the arts, including

performing arts, visual arts, and literature.

- Focus areas: arts practice, arts

education, and archives

Focuses on promoting artistic practice, supporting

arts education, and developing cultural archives.

India Pride Project

- Efforts to bring back stolen

Works to recover stolen Indian artifacts from

artifacts museums and private collections abroad through
activism and legal efforts.

- Awareness campaigns on | Raises public awareness about cultural theft and the

cultural heritage importance of preserving heritage through campaigns
and social media outreach.

Indian Institute of

Cartoonists

- Promotion of cartoon art

Promotes cartoon art through exhibitions, workshops,
and awards, highlighting the social and political

relevance of cartoons in India.

Indian Radical Painters' and

Sculptors' Association
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- Historical significance in | A group of artists in the 1980s challenging mainstream

modern Indian art modern Indian art with radical themes and
expressions.

- Key members and their | Prominent members like K. P. Krishnakumar,

contributions

Ravinder G. Reddy, and K. Muralidharan questioned

conventional ideas of art and aesthetics in India.

Major cultural foundations

- Raza Foundation, Alkazi | Foundations like the Raza Foundation (supports visual

Foundation arts, literature, and poetry) and the Alkazi Foundation
(focus on  art, photography, and  cultural
documentation).

Traditional Gharanas in music

and dance

- Music and dance traditions Prominent Gharanas in Hindustani music include

Gwalior, Kirana, Patiala; in dance, classical forms like

Kathak have distinct Lucknow and Jaipur Gharanas.

c. Museums and Art Galleries

National Museum, New Delhi

One of India’s largest museums, showcasing ancient
artifacts, sculptures, coins, manuscripts, and textiles

from across India’s rich history.

National Gallery of Modern
Art (NGMA)

Promotes modern Indian art, with works from artists
like Raja Ravi Varma, Amrita Sher-Gil, and Jamini

Roy; located in New Delhi, Mumbai, and Bengaluru.

State museums and their

collections

State museums like Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

Vastu Sangrahalaya in Mumbai and Salar Jung
Museum in Hyderabad house

regional artifacts,

paintings, and historical collections.

d. Festivals and Events

Khajuraho Dance Festival

Annual dance festival held in Khajuraho, Madhya
Pradesh, celebrating classical Indian dance forms like
Kathak, Odissi, and Bharatanatyam in the backdrop of

Khajuraho temples.
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Dover Lane Music Conference

A prestigious annual music festival in Kolkata, featuring
Hindustani classical musicians in genres like vocal,

instrumental, and percussion.

Kala Ghoda Arts Festival

Held annually in Mumbai, this multi-disciplinary arts
festival showcases visual arts, films, theatre, music,

and literary events, celebrating urban culture.

India Art Fair

The largest contemporary art fair in India, held in New
Delhi, featuring modern and contemporary art from

Indian and international artists and galleries.

e. International

Collaborations

UNESCO's role in promoting

Indian culture

UNESCO plays a key role in recognizing and promoting
Indian cultural heritage, including the designation of
World Heritage Sites and recognition of Intangible

Cultural Heritage.

World Heritage Sites in India

India has 40 UNESCO World Heritage Sites, including
Taj Mahal, Qutub Minar, Hampi, Kaziranga National

Park, and Ajanta Caves.

Intangible Cultural Heritage
list

India has numerous entries on UNESCO’s Intangible
Cultural Heritage list, including Yoga, Kumbh Mela,
Kalbelia folk songs, and Vedic chanting.

Background and Context of

Social Justice in Tamil Nadu

a. Historical context of caste

system in Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu's society was deeply structured along caste
lines, with Brahmins occupying a dominant position in
religious and social life, while the lower castes faced

significant discrimination.

b. Impact of British rule on

social structure

British policies introduced Western education, legal
reforms, and land revenue systems (e.g., Zamindari),
which weakened traditional power structures but often

reinforced caste hierarchies.
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c. Early reform movements in

Tamil Nadu (19th century)

Religious and social reformers like Ayya Vaikundar

and Iyothee Thass campaigned against caste

oppression, emphasizing equality and justice.

d. Influence of Western

education and ideas

Western education and Christian missionary work
exposed many Tamil leaders to ideas of liberty,

equality, and social justice, influencing reform

movements in the region.

Emergence of "Social Justice"

Ideology

a. Concept of social justice in

the Tamil context

Social justice in Tamil Nadu aimed at eradicating caste

discrimination, promoting non-Brahmin
representation, and ensuring equality of opportunity

for backward classes.

b. Key influencers and thinkers

- Iyothee Thass

Early Dalit leader and Buddhist scholar who

campaigned for social justice and equality for

marginalized communities.

- John Rathinam

Co-founder of the Dravidian Association, worked for
social equality and against Brahmin domination in

politics and administration.

- C. Natesa Mudaliar

Leader of the Non-Brahmin Movement, played a key
role in forming the Justice Party to promote the

interests of non-Brahmins.

c. Role of print media in

spreading ideas

Non-Brahmin publications like Justice, Dravidian,
and Tamil journals spread the ideas of social justice,

anti-Brahminism, and rationalism.

d. Non-Brahmin movement and

its ideological foundations

Rooted in anti-caste, anti-Brahmin ideology, focused

on self-respect, social reform, and political

representation for backward classes.

Justice Party: Origin and
Growth
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a. Formation of the South
Liberal
(Justice Party) in 1916

Indian Federation

Formed as a response to Brahmin dominance in
administration and politics, aiming to promote non-
Brahmin interests and social justice in colonial Tamil

society.

b. Key founders

- Dr. C. Natesa Mudaliar

A key leader in the formation of the Justice Party,

representing non-Brahmin communities.

- Dr. T. M. Nair

A prominent medical doctor and co-founder, advocated

for the rights of non-Brahmins in Tamil society.

- Sir Pitti Theagaraya Chetty

Wealthy businessman and politician, supported the
Justice Party’s mission to counter Brahmin dominance

in politics.

c. Objectives and ideology of the
Justice Party

Advocated for equal representation for non-Brahmins,
social justice, and education for the backward classes;

opposed Brahmin dominance.

d. The Non-Brahmin Manifesto
(1916)

Articulated the grievances of non-Brahmins,

demanding greater representation in government jobs,

education, and political power.

e. Electoral successes in 1920
and 1923

The Justice Party won the first elections in 1920 and
1923 in the Madras Presidency, forming the first

government led by non-Brahmins.

Justice Party in Power (1920-
1937)

a. Major reforms and

legislations

- Communal G.O. (Government

Order)

Introduced reservations in government jobs for non-
Brahmins, Muslims, and other backward classes to

ensure proportional representation.

- Temple Entry Acts

Passed legislation to allow lower castes to enter

temples, challenging caste-based exclusion from

religious spaces.
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- Educational reforms

Promoted education for backward classes, established
schools and colleges for non-Brahmin communities,

and allocated scholarships.

b. Economic policies and | Focused on industrial development and the creation

industrialization efforts of job opportunities for non-Brahmins, promoted the
local industry and trade.

c. Challenges faced and | Criticized for lack of wunity within the party and

criticisms ineffective leadership; faced resistance from the
Indian National Congress and Brahmin elites.

d. Internal conflicts and | The party suffered from internal factionalism, with

leadership issues

leaders often at odds, which weakened its political

influence over time.

Decay of the Justice Party

a. Reasons for decline

- Internal factionalism

Disputes between leaders, lack of wunity, and

organizational issues led to internal decline of the

party.

- Rise of the Indian National

Congress

The increasing influence of the Congress Party and
Gandhian politics undermined the Justice Party’s

relevance.

- Economic issues and Great

Depression

The Great Depression caused economic hardships that
the Justice Party struggled to address, leading to loss of
public support.

b. Electoral defeats in 1934 and
1937

The Justice Party faced electoral defeats in 1934 and
1937, marking the decline of its political influence in the

Madras Presidency.

c. Fading relevance in changing

political landscape

The shift towards nationalist politics and the rise of
Congress as a dominant party made the Justice Party

increasingly irrelevant.

Achievements and Legacy of

Justice Party
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a. Promotion of non-Brahmin
representation in politics and

administration

Ensured non-Brahmin representation in politics,
government jobs, and education, paving the way for

social justice movements in Tamil Nadu.

b. Educational advancements

for backward classes

Promoted educational opportunities for backward
classes through scholarships and the establishment of

schools and colleges.

C. Social reforms and

legislations

Introduced reforms like the Communal G.O. and
Temple Entry Acts, which promoted social justice and

reduced caste-based discrimination.

d. Impact on Tamil politics and

society

The Justice Party laid the groundwork for the later
Dravidian Movement, emphasizing social justice, self-

respect, and anti-Brahminism.

Socio-Political Movements

after Justice Party

a. Self-Respect Movement

- E.V. Ramasamy Periyar and

his ideology

Periyar founded the Self-Respect Movement in 1925,

advocating for rationalism, atheism, anti-

Brahminism, and gender equality.

- Anti-Brahminism and

rationalism

The movement criticized Brahminical orthodoxy and
advocated for a caste-free society based on rational

thought.

- Impact on Tamil society and

politics

Periyar’s ideas deeply influenced Tamil society, leading
to a cultural renaissance and the rise of Dravidian

politics.

b. Dravidian Movement

- Evolution from Justice Party to

Dravidar Kazhagam

Periyar transformed the Justice Party into the Dravidar
Kazhagam in 1944, intensifying the call for social

justice and Dravidian identity.

- Formation of Dravida

Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK)

C.N. Annadurai broke away from Periyar to form the
DMK in 1949, focusing on electoral politics and Tamil

nationalism.

IYACHAMY ACADEMY - CHENNAI - SANKARANKOIL -TENKASI - 9952521550 / 9840281550 E




IYACHAMY ACADEMY

INSTITUTION FOR COMPETITIVE Exam

- Annadurai and his

contributions

Annadurai led the DMK to victory in 1967, becoming
the first non-Congress government in Tamil Nadu,

promoting Tamil identity and social justice policies.

c. Tamil Nadu Congress and its

approach to social justice

The

integration but failed to address regional social justice

Tamil Nadu Congress promoted national

issues effectively, leading to the rise of Dravidian parties.

d. Communist movements and

their role

The Communist Party addressed labor rights and land
reforms but remained a marginal political force

compared to the Dravidian movement.

Major Issues and Campaigns

a. Anti-Hindi agitations (1937-
1940 and 1965)

Agitations against the imposition of Hindi in Tamil
Nadu; the 1965 protests strengthened the Dravidian

parties' political base.

b. Temple entry movements

Movements advocating for Dalit access to temples in
Tamil Nadu, challenging caste-based exclusion from

religious spaces.

c. Reservation policies and their

implementation

Tamil Nadu pioneered caste-based reservations,
expanding quotas for backward classes and Dalits in

education and government jobs.

d. Land reforms and tenancy

rights

Post-independence land reforms in Tamil Nadu aimed
at redistributing land to tenants and landless farmers,

addressing agrarian inequality.

Political Developments Post-

Independence

a. DMK's rise to power (1967)

The DMK won the 1967 elections, marking the first time
a Dravidian party came to power, displacing the

Congress in Tamil Nadu.

b. AIADMK formation and

growth

M.G. Ramachandran broke away from the DMK to form
the AIADMK in 1972, which later became a dominant

political force in Tamil Nadu.

c. Implementation of social
justice policies by Dravidian

parties

Dravidian parties implemented social justice policies,
focusing on education, reservations, and economic

empowerment for backward classes.
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d. Continuation of reservation

policies

Tamil Nadu remains at the forefront of reservation
policies, with 69% reservation for OBCs, SCs, and STs,

a major hallmark of its social justice efforts.

Achievements of Post-Justice

Party Movements

a. Educational advancements

for backward classes

Significant progress in education for backward classes

through scholarships, reservations, and the

establishment of educational institutions.

b. Political empowerment of

non-Brahmin communities

Non-Brahmin communities gained political power,
with Dravidian parties focusing on representation in

government and administration.

c. Social reforms and legislation

Enacted progressive laws on land reforms, temple
entry, and women’s rights, furthering the cause of

social justice in Tamil Nadu.

d. Cultural impact (literature,

cinema, art)

Tamil cinema and literature played a crucial role in
promoting social justice themes, with films often

addressing caste and social inequality.

Criticisms and Challenges

a. Debates on the extent of

social change achieved

Critics argue that while caste-based reservations
helped backward classes, they did not fully eradicate

caste hierarchies or poverty.

b. Issues of corruption and

Dravidian parties have faced criticism for corruption

populism and populist policies that sometimes overshadow
genuine social reform efforts.
c. Emergence of Dalit | Dalit movements, like the Viduthalai Chiruthaigal

movements and their critique

Katchi (VCK), argue that the Dravidian movement has
not adequately addressed Dalit issues or caste-based

violence.

d. Challenges to the Dravidian

model of social justice

Growing economic disparities and political

opposition challenge the Dravidian model of social

justice, calling for new strategies to address

contemporary issues.

Contemporary Relevance
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a. Current status of social | Tamil Nadu remains a leader in social justice policies,
justice in Tamil Nadu with ongoing debates on caste reservations, economic

inequality, and gender empowerment.

b. Ongoing debates and issues | Debates on economic criteria for reservations,
inclusion of new communities, and balancing caste-
based reservations with merit dominate the current

discourse.

c. Comparison with social | Tamil Nadu's model is compared with Bihar’s Mandal
justice movements in other | Commission reforms and Maharashtra’s anti-caste
states movements, highlighting regional variations in social

justice efforts.
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