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Constitution of India 

The Constitution as a Charter for Social Revolution 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Charter for Social Revolution 

Context The Constitution is often viewed not just as a political or legal 
document, but as a mandate for social transformation. This 
perspective is crucial in contemporary debates on caste-based 
affirmative action, gender justice (e.g., Sabarimala temple entry), 
and the rights of religious and linguistic minorities. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Preamble: Securing for all its citizens "Justice, social, economic and 
political" and promoting "Fraternity assuring the dignity of the 
individual." Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of 
religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. Article 17: Abolition of 
Untouchability. Article 25-30: Religious, cultural, and educational 
rights for minorities. Article 46 (DPSP): Promotion of educational 
and economic interests of Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and 
other weaker sections. 

Quotes Granville Austin: "The Indian Constitution is first and foremost a 
social document... The majority of its provisions are either directly 
aimed at furthering the goals of the social revolution or attempt to 
foster this revolution by establishing the conditions necessary for 
its achievement." Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "We must make our political 
democracy a social democracy as well. Political democracy cannot 
last unless there lies at the base of it social democracy... which 
recognizes liberty, equality and fraternity as the principles of life." 

Facts/ 
judgments 

State of Madras vs. Champakam Dorairajan (1951): Led to the First 
Amendment, adding Clause (4) to Article 15 to validate caste-based 
reservations. Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India (1992): Upheld the 
Mandal Commission's recommendations but capped reservations 
at 50% and introduced the "creamy layer" concept. Shayara Bano 
vs. Union of India (2017): The Supreme Court declared the practice 
of Triple Talaq unconstitutional, a major step for gender justice 
within personal law. Indian Young Lawyers Association vs. State of 
Kerala (2018): Allowed women of all ages to enter the Sabarimala 
temple, enforcing the principle of gender equality against religious 
custom. 
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Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Mandal Commission (Second Backward Classes Commission): Its 
report on identifying Socially and Educationally Backward Classes 
became a cornerstone for affirmative action policy, directly linked 
to the Constitution's social justice mandate. 

Introduction The Constitution of India was drafted in the backdrop of a deeply 
hierarchical and fragmented society. Its framers intended it to be a 
revolutionary tool to dismantle age-old structures of inequality 
based on caste, religion, and gender. This perspective analyzes the 
Constitution not merely as a framework for governance, but as a 
proactive instrument designed to engineer a more egalitarian 
social order. 

Conclusion As a social document, the Constitution has been a powerful catalyst 
for change, empowering marginalized communities and advancing 
gender justice. However, the path to achieving a truly egalitarian 
society remains long and fraught with challenges. The continued 
tension between individual rights, community customs, and the 
state's reformist agenda demonstrates that the social revolution 
envisioned by the Constitution is an ongoing process. 

The Constitution as a Framework for Economic Governance 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Framework for Economic Governance 

Context India's economic trajectory from a socialist-leaning mixed 
economy to a liberalized market economy has been shaped and 
constrained by its constitutional framework. Debates around GST, 
fiscal federalism, the right to property, and the role of the public 
sector are rooted in this economic vision. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Preamble: The term "Socialist" (added by 42nd Amendment) and 
"Justice, social, economic..." Directive Principles of State Policy 
(Part IV): Article 38 (minimise inequalities), Article 39 (equitable 
distribution of resources, prevention of concentration of wealth). 
Article 300A: Right to property (no longer a fundamental right, but 
a constitutional/legal right). Article 301: Freedom of trade, 
commerce, and intercourse throughout the territory of India. 
Article 280: Provision for the Finance Commission to manage fiscal 
federalism. 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "The Directive Principles are not an idle 
romance. They are the imperatives of the state. The government 
that fails to implement them will have to answer for them before 
the electorate." T. T. Krishnamachari: "The Constitution is a 
veritable paradise for lawyers, but it also provides a framework for 
the economic development of the country." 
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Facts/ 
judgments 

R.C. Cooper vs. Union of India (Bank Nationalisation Case, 1970): 
The Supreme Court's judgment on "compensation" for acquired 
property highlighted the conflict between fundamental rights and 
socialist policies. Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): While 
introducing the basic structure doctrine, it also upheld Parliament's 
power to amend property rights to implement DPSPs. Introduction 
of GST (101st Amendment): A major constitutional overhaul of 
India's indirect tax structure, creating the GST Council as a new 
federal body for economic governance. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Finance Commissions (Periodic): Constitutional bodies set up 
under Article 280 that are fundamental to the economic 
relationship between the Centre and States. N.K. Singh Committee 
(2016): Reviewed the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management 
(FRBM) Act, influencing the medium-term economic framework. 

Introduction The Constitution of India provides a unique economic philosophy 
that balances the ideals of social justice with the rights of 
individuals and the needs of a developing nation. It establishes the 
institutional architecture for resource distribution, trade, and 
commerce, creating a dynamic framework that has had to adapt 
from a state-led model to a market-driven one. 

Conclusion The economic vision of the Constitution is not rigid but has proven 
to be adaptable. While the initial emphasis was on socialist 
principles and state control, the framework was flexible enough to 
accommodate the economic reforms of 1991. The ongoing challenge 
is to pursue high growth while staying true to the constitutional 
commitment of reducing inequality and ensuring inclusive 
development. 

The Constitution as an Instrument of Federalism 

Topic The Constitution of India: An Instrument of Federalism 

Context The relationship between the Union and the States is a perpetually 
dynamic and often contentious aspect of Indian polity. Issues 
concerning the role of the Governor, division of financial resources, 
use of central agencies in states, and demands for greater state 
autonomy constantly test India's federal structure. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 1: Describes India as a "Union of States," implying an 
indestructible union of destructible states. Seventh Schedule 
(Article 246): Delimits the legislative powers between the Union, 
States, and Concurrent lists. Article 356: Provision for President's 
Rule in states. Article 263: Provision for an Inter-State Council to 
promote cooperative federalism. Article 371: Special provisions for 
certain states to accommodate regional aspirations. 
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Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "Though the country and the people may be 
divided into different States for convenience of administration, the 
country is one integral whole, its people a single people living under 
a single imperium derived from a single source." K.C. Wheare: 
Famously described the Indian Constitution as "quasi-federal" and 
a "federation with a strong centralising tendency." 

Facts/ 
judgments 

S.R. Bommai vs. Union of India (1994): The Supreme Court laid down 
strict guidelines for the imposition of Article 356, checking the 
Centre's power to dismiss state governments and affirming 
federalism as a basic feature. Govt. of NCT of Delhi vs. Union of 
India (2018): The court clarified the power-sharing arrangement 
between the Lieutenant Governor and the elected government of 
Delhi, emphasizing the principles of cooperative federalism. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Sarkaria Commission (1983): Made 247 recommendations to 
improve Centre-State relations, emphasizing cooperation and 
consultation. Punchhi Commission (2007): Re-examined Centre-
State relations and suggested procedural safeguards against the 
misuse of central power, particularly Article 356. 

Introduction The Constitution provides a federal system with a notable unitary 
bias, designed to manage the immense diversity of India while 
ensuring its unity and integrity. This perspective analyzes the 
constitutional mechanisms for the division of powers—legislative, 
administrative, and financial—and the institutional arrangements 
designed to foster cooperation and resolve conflicts between the 
Centre and the States. 

Conclusion Indian federalism is not static but has evolved from a centrally 
dominated system to one that is more cooperative and, at times, 
confrontational. While the constitutional framework leans towards 
the Centre, judicial interpretations and the rise of regional political 
forces have strengthened the position of the states. The essence of 
Indian federalism lies in a continuous process of negotiation and 
balance to accommodate regional aspirations within a unified 
national structure. 

The Constitution as a Guarantor of Fundamental Rights 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Guarantor of Fundamental Rights 

Context The protection of individual liberties against state encroachment is 
a central theme of constitutional law. Contemporary issues like the 
right to privacy in the digital age, freedom of speech and sedition 
laws, and the right to protest highlight the ever-present tension 
between individual rights and state authority. 
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Constitutional 
provisions 

Part III (Articles 12-35): The "Magna Carta" of India, enumerating 
fundamental rights. Article 19: Protection of six rights including 
freedom of speech and expression. Article 21: Protection of life and 
personal liberty. Article 32: The "heart and soul" of the Constitution; 
the right to move the Supreme Court for the enforcement of rights. 

Quotes Justice H.R. Khanna (in his dissent in the ADM Jabalpur case): "The 
suspension of the right to move any court for the enforcement of 
the right to life and personal liberty is a confession of the failure of 
the rule of law." Patanjali Sastri, C.J.: "The whole object of Part III of 
the Constitution is to provide protection for the freedoms and 
rights mentioned therein against arbitrary invasion by the state." 

Facts/ judgments Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India (1978): Radically expanded the 
meaning of Article 21, holding that any procedure depriving a 
person of life or liberty must be "right, just and fair," not arbitrary. 
K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017): The Supreme Court 
unanimously declared the right to privacy as a fundamental right 
intrinsic to life and personal liberty under Article 21. Shreya Singhal 
vs. Union of India (2015): Struck down Section 66A of the IT Act as 
an unconstitutional restriction on free speech. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Sapru Committee (1945): First proposed a division of rights into 
justiciable and non-justiciable categories, which laid the 
groundwork for the separation of Fundamental Rights and 
Directive Principles in the Constitution. 

Introduction At its core, the Constitution of India is a charter of liberty that 
places the individual at its center. Part III on Fundamental Rights 
establishes a set of negative and positive obligations on the state, 
creating a sphere of inviolable rights for every citizen. This 
perspective examines the Constitution's role as the primary 
protector of individual freedom, with the judiciary acting as its 
ultimate sentinel. 

Conclusion The chapter on Fundamental Rights has been the most dynamic 
and judicially interpreted part of the Constitution. Through 
progressive judgments, the judiciary has expanded the frontiers of 
these rights, reading into them new freedoms such as the right to 
privacy, clean environment, and dignity. The constant endeavor to 
balance these individual rights with reasonable restrictions for the 
collective good remains the defining feature of India's 
constitutional democracy. 

The Constitution as a Blueprint for Governance (Political Machinery) 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Blueprint for Governance 
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Context This perspective focuses on the institutional framework and the 
"rules of the game" for political power in India. The functioning of 
Parliament, the powers of the President and Prime Minister, the 
electoral system, and the relationship between the three organs of 
government (legislature, executive, judiciary) are central to this 
analysis. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Part V (The Union) & Part VI (The States): Detail the structure, 
powers, and functions of the executive, legislature, and judiciary at 
both levels. Article 75(3): Principle of collective responsibility of the 
executive to the legislature. Article 123: President's power to 
promulgate ordinances. Article 324: Vests the power of 
superintendence, direction, and control of elections in an 
independent Election Commission. 

Quotes Dr. Rajendra Prasad (as President of the Constituent Assembly): "We 
have provided in the Constitution for a judiciary which will be 
independent. We have provided for an executive which will be 
subject to the legislature. We have provided for a legislature which 
will be elected on the basis of adult suffrage." Ivor Jennings: "The 
Constitution of India is essentially a lawyer's document." (Referring 
to its detailed and precise nature in laying out the governance 
structure). 

Facts/ 
judgments 

Kihoto Hollohan vs. Zachillhu (1992): Dealt with the Anti-Defection 
Law (Tenth Schedule), which structures political conduct within 
legislatures. Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): Established the 
supremacy of the Constitution over all three organs of government. 
Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association vs. Union of 
India (Second Judges Case, 1993): Established the "collegium 
system" for judicial appointments, defining the relationship 
between the executive and judiciary in this domain. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Dinesh Goswami Committee on Electoral Reforms (1990): Its 
recommendations have influenced the conduct of elections, a key 
part of the governance machinery. National Commission to Review 
the Working of the Constitution (NCRWC, 2002): Provided a 
comprehensive review of the functioning of the institutions of 
governance established by the Constitution. 

Introduction Beyond its social and economic ideals, the Constitution is a detailed 
manual that establishes the entire machinery of the Indian state. It 
meticulously lays down the architecture of governance, defining 
the powers and limitations of each organ and creating a system of 
checks and balances. This perspective examines the Constitution 
as a political document that organizes power and ensures its 
democratic and accountable exercise. 
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Conclusion The constitutional blueprint for governance has provided India 
with a stable and resilient democratic framework for over seven 
decades. It has successfully managed peaceful transfers of power 
and the functioning of a complex parliamentary system. However, 
challenges like the decline in parliamentary decorum, executive 
overreach, and strains on judicial independence require constant 
vigilance and institutional reform to ensure the machinery of 
governance continues to function as the framers intended. 

 

The Constitution as a Charter for Social Revolution 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Charter for Social Revolution 

Context The Constitution was framed not merely to establish a political 
democracy but to dismantle an age-old, deeply entrenched social 
hierarchy. This perspective analyzes the Constitution as a proactive 
instrument for social transformation, aiming to build an egalitarian 
society from the fragments of a feudal and caste-ridden one. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Preamble: Securing "Justice, social, economic and political" and 
promoting "Fraternity." Article 15: Prohibition of discrimination on 
grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth. Article 17: 
Abolition of Untouchability. Article 23: Prohibition of traffic in 
human beings and forced labour. Article 46 (DPSP): Mandates the 
State to promote the educational and economic interests of weaker 
sections. 

Quotes Granville Austin: "The Indian Constitution is first and foremost a 
social document... The majority of its provisions are either directly 
aimed at furthering the goals of the social revolution or attempt to 
foster this revolution by establishing the conditions necessary for 
its achievement." Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "We must make our political 
democracy a social democracy as well. Political democracy cannot 
last unless there lies at the base of it social democracy." 

Facts/ judgments First Amendment Act, 1951: Added provisions to enable the state to 
make special provisions for the advancement of socially and 
educationally backward classes. Indra Sawhney vs. Union of India 
(1992): The Supreme Court upheld caste-based reservations as a 
tool for social justice. Shayara Bano vs. Union of India (2017): The 
invalidation of Triple Talaq was a major judicial step towards 
gender justice, furthering the Constitution's social reform agenda. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Mandal Commission (Second Backward Classes Commission): Its 
report, aimed at identifying backward classes, became a 
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cornerstone of affirmative action policy rooted in the 
Constitution's social justice mandate. 

Introduction This perspective views the Constitution of India not as a static legal 
text but as a dynamic and revolutionary mandate for radical social 
change. Its primary objective is to address historical injustices and 
create a society based on the principles of equality, liberty, and 
fraternity, thereby transforming India's social fabric. 

Conclusion The Constitution has been a powerful catalyst for social change, 
empowering marginalized communities and advancing gender 
justice. However, the social revolution it envisioned is an ongoing 
process. The persistent tension between constitutional ideals and 
social realities demonstrates that the journey towards a truly 
egalitarian society requires continuous effort. 

The Constitution as a Blueprint for National Unity 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Blueprint for National Unity 

Context Framed in the traumatic aftermath of Partition, the Constitution 
has an overarching goal of preserving the unity and integrity of a 
newly independent and immensely diverse nation. This perspective 
examines the constitutional features specifically designed to hold 
the country together and foster a single national identity. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 1: Describes India as a "Union of States," implying that the 
Union is indestructible. Single Citizenship (Part II): No separate 
state citizenship, fostering a singular Indian identity. A Strong 
Centre (Seventh Schedule): The Union List has more subjects and 
overriding power on the Concurrent List. Emergency Provisions 
(Part XVIII): Allows the federal structure to convert into a unitary 
one in times of crisis. All-India Services (Article 312): Create a 
unified administrative fabric. 

Quotes Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: "The first requirement in the country is 
to maintain the unity of the country... We have to shed all the 
separatist tendencies." Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Justified the strong 
Centre by arguing that it was necessary to hold the country 
together against fissiparous tendencies. 

Facts/ judgments The decisive rejection of separate electorates and the adoption of 
a secular state model were direct responses to the divisive politics 
that led to Partition. The integration of over 500 princely states 
into the Indian Union was a monumental task facilitated by the 
constitutional framework that established a strong central 
authority. 
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Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Advisory Committee on Minorities, chaired by Sardar Patel, 
played a crucial role in rejecting separate electorates in favor of a 
common political identity, which was seen as essential for national 
unity. 

Introduction This perspective analyzes the Constitution as a meticulously 
crafted blueprint to forge and preserve national unity from a 
mosaic of diverse languages, religions, and cultures. Every part of 
the constitutional structure, from its federal character to its 
citizenship provisions, is deeply imprinted with the objective of 
making "India, that is Bharat" an indestructible union. 

Conclusion The Constitution's emphasis on unity has been remarkably 
successful in holding India together as a single political entity. The 
challenge remains to balance the imperatives of national 
integration with the legitimate aspirations of regional and cultural 
identities, ensuring that unity is achieved through consensus and 
cooperation, not coercion. 

The Constitution as a Framework for Parliamentary Democracy 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Framework for Parliamentary 
Democracy 

Context The framers made a conscious choice to adopt the Parliamentary 
system of government over a Presidential one. This perspective 
focuses on the constitutional machinery—the institutions, 
procedures, and principles—that establish and regulate this 
specific form of democratic governance. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Articles 74 & 75: Detail the relationship between the President, 
Prime Minister, and the Council of Ministers, establishing the 
principle of collective responsibility to the Lok Sabha. Article 79: 
Composition of the Parliament. Article 110: Defines Money Bills, 
giving the Lok Sabha primacy in financial matters. Article 326: 
Guarantees Universal Adult Suffrage. Article 324: Establishes an 
independent Election Commission. 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Explained the choice by stating that the 
parliamentary system offered more "responsibility" through daily 
legislative oversight, which was preferable to the "stability" of a 
presidential system. Ivor Jennings: "The Prime Minister is the sun 
around which the planets revolve," perfectly describing the power 
structure in a parliamentary system. 

Facts/ judgments The system has successfully managed numerous peaceful transfers 
of power through general elections. Kihoto Hollohan vs. Zachillhu 
(1992) dealt with the Anti-Defection Law (Tenth Schedule), which is 



 

IYACHAMY ACADEMY – GROUP 1 MAINS – PRIME BATCH2025- 9952521550 10 

 

a specific mechanism designed to ensure stability and party 
discipline within the parliamentary framework. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Union Constitution Committee and the Provincial 
Constitution Committee debated the merits of different systems of 
government before recommending the Parliamentary model for 
both the Union and the States. 

Introduction The Constitution provides a detailed blueprint for a Parliamentary 
form of government, where the executive is drawn from the 
legislature and is accountable to it. This perspective examines the 
institutional architecture and the principle of responsible 
government that forms the bedrock of India's political system. 

Conclusion The Parliamentary system has been a cornerstone of India's 
democratic success, ensuring that the government remains 
accountable to the people's representatives. However, challenges 
like the weakening of legislative debate and the rise of executive 
dominance require constant vigilance to ensure this framework 
functions in spirit, not just in form. 

The Constitution as a Charter of Individual Liberties 

Topic The Constitution of India: A Charter of Individual Liberties 

Context At its heart, the Constitution is a document that places the 
individual at its center, protecting them from the arbitrary power 
of the state. This perspective analyzes the Constitution as the 
supreme guarantor of rights and freedoms, with the judiciary 
acting as its ultimate guardian. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Part III - Fundamental Rights (Articles 12-35): The "Magna Carta" of 
India. Article 19: Protects key freedoms like speech, assembly, and 
movement. Article 21: Guarantees the right to life and personal 
liberty. Article 32: The "Heart and Soul" of the Constitution, 
guaranteeing the right to move the Supreme Court for the 
enforcement of these rights. Article 13: Makes any law inconsistent 
with Fundamental Rights void. 

Quotes Justice H.R. Khanna (dissenting in ADM Jabalpur case): Argued that 
the right to life and liberty is a pre-constitutional, human right that 
cannot be taken away even during an Emergency. Patanjali Sastri, 
C.J.: "The whole object of Part III of the Constitution is to provide 
protection for the freedoms and rights mentioned therein against 
arbitrary invasion by the state." 

Facts/ judgments Maneka Gandhi vs. Union of India (1978): The Supreme Court vastly 
expanded the scope of Article 21, introducing the "due process of 
law" doctrine. K.S. Puttaswamy vs. Union of India (2017): The court 
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declared the Right to Privacy as a fundamental right intrinsic to life 
and liberty. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, chaired by Sardar 
Patel, was instrumental in drafting and defining the scope of these 
crucial rights for the individual citizen. 

Introduction This perspective focuses on the Constitution's role as a protective 
shield for the individual against the might of the state. Through a 
comprehensive bill of rights and the power of judicial review, the 
Constitution establishes a limited government and carves out a 
sphere of personal freedom that is sacrosanct. 

Conclusion The chapter on Fundamental Rights has been the most dynamic 
part of the Constitution. Through progressive judicial 
interpretation, these liberties have been expanded to meet 
contemporary challenges. The continuous effort to balance 
individual freedom with state security and public order remains the 
defining narrative of India's constitutional democracy. 

The Constitution as a "Living" and Evolving Document 

Topic The Constitution of India: A "Living" and Evolving Document 

Context The framers did not intend the Constitution to be a static or rigid 
text. This perspective analyzes the mechanisms that allow the 
Constitution to breathe, adapt, and evolve over time, ensuring its 
continued relevance for future generations. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 368: Lays down the formal procedure for amending the 
Constitution, blending rigidity with flexibility. Article 13 & 32: 
Provide the basis for Judicial Review, allowing the judiciary to 
interpret the Constitution and adapt its meaning to new realities. 
Preamble: Its broad philosophy allows for evolving interpretations. 

Quotes Jawaharlal Nehru: Stressed the need for a constitution to be 
flexible, stating that if it is too rigid, it "stops a nation's growth, the 
growth of a living, vital, organic people." Justice P.N. Bhagwati: 
Championed judicial activism, using the Constitution's provisions 
to expand rights and address public interest issues, thereby making 
the document responsive to the needs of the poor and 
marginalized. 

Facts/ judgments The Constitution has been amended over 100 times, demonstrating 
its capacity for formal change. Kesavananda Bharati vs. State of 
Kerala (1973): This judgment is the ultimate example of the 
Constitution's living nature. The Supreme Court evolved the "Basic 
Structure" doctrine, an unwritten principle, to protect the 
Constitution's core identity from being destroyed by amendment. 
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Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Not applicable in the same way, as this perspective is about the 
post-facto evolution of the document through the actions of 
Parliament and the Judiciary. 

Introduction This perspective views the Constitution not as a final word, but as 
a living organism capable of growth and adaptation. Its genius lies 
in the inbuilt mechanisms—formal amendment and judicial 
interpretation—that allow it to respond to unforeseen social, 
economic, and political challenges without losing its foundational 
character. 

Conclusion The ability to evolve is the secret to the Indian Constitution's 
longevity. Through a dynamic interplay between Parliament's 
power to amend and the Supreme Court's power to interpret, the 
Constitution has remained a relevant and supreme guide for the 
nation, proving itself to be a truly living document. 

 

Making of the Indian Constitution 

The Constitution as a Culmination of the Nationalist Legacy 

Topic Making of the Indian Constitution: A Culmination of the Nationalist 
Legacy 

Context This perspective views the Constitution not as an event that began in 
1946, but as the final crystallization of ideals and demands articulated 
throughout the Indian freedom struggle. It was the fulfillment of a 
long-held dream to have a constitution framed by Indians, for 
Indians. 

Key 
Influences/ 
Precursors 

The Constitution of India Bill (1895): An early nationalist attempt to 
draft a constitution. Nehru Report (1928): A comprehensive blueprint 
demanding dominion status, a federal setup, and justiciable 
fundamental rights. Karachi Resolution (1931): The Indian National 
Congress's commitment to fundamental rights and a socio-economic 
program. Government of India Act, 1935: Though imposed by the 
British, it provided the structural skeleton (federal scheme, provincial 
autonomy) which was later adapted. 

Quotes Mahatma Gandhi (1922): "Swaraj will not be a free gift of the British 
Parliament. It will be a declaration of India’s full self-expression... The 
Indian Parliament will be a symbol of that Swaraj." Jawaharlal Nehru: 
"The Constituent Assembly is not just a body of people or a gathering 
of able lawyers. Rather, it is a nation on the move, throwing away the 
shell of its past political and possibly social structure, and fashioning 
for itself a new garment of its own making." 
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Facts/ 
Judgments 

Demand for a Constituent Assembly: First formally raised by the 
Swaraj Party in 1934 and adopted as a key demand by the Congress. 
Cabinet Mission Plan (1946): Provided the framework for the 
formation of the Constituent Assembly, finally accepting the Indian 
demand. The Assembly's work was a direct continuation of the 
promises made to the people during the freedom movement. 

Relevant 
Committee 

Nehru Committee (1928): Chaired by Motilal Nehru, its report is 
considered a major precursor to the Constitution, containing a bill of 
rights, a parliamentary system, and a federal structure. 

Introduction The making of the Indian Constitution was not a sudden exercise but 
the culmination of a century-long process of political struggle and 
intellectual development. The Constituent Assembly was the 
institutional embodiment of the nationalist movement, tasked with 
translating the ideals of liberty, equality, and self-rule, for which 
generations had fought, into a concrete constitutional framework. 

Conclusion Viewing the Constitution's making through this lens reveals it as an 
authentic expression of national will. It was the final act of the 
freedom struggle, moving from protest to nation-building, and 
creating a sovereign framework based on the very principles that 
fueled the movement against colonial rule. 

The Constitution as an Exercise in Deliberative Consensus 

Topic Making of the Indian Constitution: An Exercise in Deliberative 
Consensus 

Context This perspective focuses on the internal dynamics of the Constituent 
Assembly. Despite the dominance of the Congress party, the process 
was remarkably inclusive and based on dialogue, accommodation, and 
consensus-building rather than imposing a majoritarian view. 

Key 
Procedural 
Aspects 

Objectives Resolution: Moved by Nehru, it laid down the philosophical 
foundations and guiding principles, ensuring all debates were 
anchored to a common vision. System of Committees: Over 22 
committees were formed to deliberate on specific aspects (e.g., 
Fundamental Rights, Union Powers), allowing for detailed expert 
discussion before plenary debate. Principle of Accommodation: 
Diverse and often conflicting viewpoints (e.g., on language, UCC, 
centralisation) were debated extensively, and solutions were sought 
that could be acceptable to the largest possible majority. 

Quotes Dr. Rajendra Prasad (as Assembly President): "It has been our policy to 
see that we adopt every decision with the consent of all... We have a 
right to be proud of the work which we have done and the way in 
which we have done it." Granville Austin: "The Indian Constituent 
Assembly was a one-party body in an essentially one-party country. 
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The party was the Congress and its policy was India’s policy... Yet the 
Assembly was not a tame or docile body." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

Variety of Members: Included non-Congress stalwarts like Dr. B.R. 
Ambedkar, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, and Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar. 
Over 7,600 amendments were tabled, and nearly 2,500 were discussed 
on the floor of the house, indicating a vibrant and thorough 
deliberative process. The final draft was adopted without any member 
voting against it. 

Relevant 
Committee 

Drafting Committee: Chaired by Dr. Ambedkar, its role was not just to 
draft the text but to synthesize the reports of various committees and 
the outcomes of floor debates into a coherent legal document, often 
finding the middle ground. 

Introduction The legitimacy of the Indian Constitution stems not just from its 
content, but from the process by which it was created. The 
Constituent Assembly functioned as a deliberative body par 
excellence, where diverse ideologies and interests were not 
suppressed but were engaged with through reasoned debate. The goal 
was not just to write a constitution, but to build a national consensus 
around it. 

Conclusion This deliberative approach ensured that the final document was not a 
partisan text but a national charter. The emphasis on consensus and 
accommodation provided the Constitution with a deep moral 
authority and political legitimacy that has been crucial for its 
endurance over the past seven decades. 

The Constitution as a Product of Elite, but Enlightened, Leadership 

Topic Making of the Indian Constitution: A Product of Elite, but 
Enlightened, Leadership 

Context This is a critical perspective that examines the composition of the 
Constituent Assembly. It was not elected through universal adult 
suffrage but indirectly by provincial assemblies, which themselves 
were elected on a limited franchise. This resulted in an assembly 
dominated by educated, upper-caste, and predominantly lawyer-
politicians. 

Key 
Compositional 
Facts 

Indirect Election: Members were elected by the members of the 
provincial legislative assemblies in 1946. Limited Franchise: The 
franchise for the 1946 elections was restricted by property, tax, and 
educational qualifications, covering only about 10-15% of the 
population. Dominance of Lawyers: Lawyers and jurists like 
Ambedkar, Nehru, Patel, Rajendra Prasad, and K.M. Munshi had a 
disproportionate influence on the debates. Congress Dominance: 
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The Indian National Congress held over 80% of the seats after 
Partition. 

Quotes Winston Churchill (critically): "The Assembly... represents only one 
major community in India... and is not representative of the great 
masses of the people of India." Granville Austin (analytically): "The 
Assembly, though not elected on the basis of adult suffrage, was a 
very representative body. The members were not chosen to 
represent their communities but the nation." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

Despite its elite composition, the Assembly made decisions that 
were profoundly democratic and for the benefit of the masses, most 
notably the adoption of Universal Adult Suffrage (Article 326). This 
act of an elite body empowering the entire populace is a key 
counter-argument to its unrepresentative nature. They also 
championed the abolition of untouchability and provided for 
affirmative action. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The composition of the Drafting Committee itself, often called the 
"brains trust" of the Assembly, reflects this elite intellectual 
character. 

Introduction A critical evaluation of the making of the Constitution must address 
the 'democratic deficit' of the Constituent Assembly itself. An 
unelected, elite body framing a document for "We, the People of 
India" presents a paradox. This perspective analyzes how this group 
of enlightened leaders, despite their social background, rose to the 
occasion to create one of the world's most democratic and inclusive 
constitutions. 

Conclusion While the Constituent Assembly was not representative in a 
demographic or electoral sense, it proved to be so in a moral and 
intellectual one. Its members acted as trustees of the nation's future, 
debating from a national perspective and making visionary choices—
like universal suffrage—that enfranchised the very people who had 
not elected them. Its legitimacy was thus earned through its work, 
not conferred at its birth. 

The Constitution as an Exercise in Pragmatic Adaptation 

Topic Making of the Indian Constitution: An Exercise in Pragmatic 
Adaptation 

Context This perspective addresses the common description of the 
Constitution as a "bag of borrowings." It reframes this not as a lack of 
originality, but as a pragmatic and eclectic approach where the 
framers studied global constitutional experiences and adapted them 
to India's unique needs. 
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Key Borrowed 
Features 

Government of India Act, 1935: Provided the administrative 
framework, federal scheme, and emergency provisions. United 
Kingdom: Parliamentary system, rule of law, single citizenship. United 
States: Bill of Rights (Fundamental Rights), judicial review, 
independence of the judiciary. Ireland: Directive Principles of State 
Policy. Canada: A quasi-federal system with a strong Centre. Weimar 
Germany: Suspension of Fundamental Rights during Emergency. 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "One likes to ask whether there can be anything 
new in a Constitution framed at this hour in the history of the world... 
As to the accusation that the Draft Constitution has reproduced a 
good part of the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935, I 
make no apologies. There is nothing to be ashamed of in borrowing." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The genius was in adaptation, not imitation. For example, the 
American "due process of law" was deliberately replaced with 
"procedure established by law" in Article 21 to give Parliament more 
leeway (a decision later modified by the Supreme Court). The Irish 
DPSPs were transformed from purely religious-social directives to a 
charter for socio-economic justice. 

Relevant 
Committee 

Constitutional Adviser B.N. Rau's role was pivotal. He travelled 
extensively, studied various constitutions, and prepared the initial 
draft and memoranda which served as the basis for the Drafting 
Committee's work, embodying this comparative and adaptive 
approach. 

Introduction The framers of the Indian Constitution were not driven by a desire for 
novelty but by a pragmatic mission to create a durable and effective 
framework for India. They surveyed the constitutional landscape of 
the world, identifying features that had stood the test of time and 
could be adapted to address India's unique challenges of poverty, 
diversity, and social hierarchy. 

Conclusion The description of the Constitution as a "patchwork" or "bag of 
borrowings" misses the point. The originality of the Indian 
Constitution lies not in its individual components, but in the masterful 
synthesis and adaptation of diverse principles to create a coherent 
whole that was uniquely suited to the Indian condition. It was an 
exercise in learning from the world to build for India. 

The Constitution as a Response to the Trauma of Partition 

Topic Making of the Indian Constitution: A Response to the Trauma of 
Partition 

Context The work of the Constituent Assembly was profoundly affected by 
the Partition of India in 1947. The violence, displacement, and the 
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creation of a religious state next door cast a long shadow over the 
debates, powerfully shaping key features of the final document. 

Key 
Constitutional 
Imprints 

Strong Centre: The initial consensus for a decentralized federation 
with strong provincial autonomy gave way to a quasi-federal 
structure with a powerful Union government, seen as necessary to 
prevent further fragmentation. Single Citizenship: A firm rejection 
of separate or dual citizenship to foster a unified national identity. 
Secularism: The commitment to a secular state, where the state has 
no religion and treats all religions equally, was reinforced as a direct 
response to the creation of a theocratic Pakistan. Minority Rights: 
Elaborate and generous provisions for religious and cultural 
minorities were included to reassure those who remained in India. 

Quotes Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: "The first requirement in the country is to 
maintain the unity of the country... We have to shed all the separatist 
tendencies." (Reflecting the post-Partition mood). Jawaharlal Nehru: 
"All of us... should be clear in our minds that the alliance of religion 
and politics in any shape or form is a most dangerous alliance, and 
it yields the most abnormal kind of illegitimate blood." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The debates on federalism shifted dramatically after the Partition 
plan was announced in June 1947. The powers of the Union List were 
expanded, and powerful emergency provisions (like Article 356) 
were included to allow the Centre to intervene in states to preserve 
national unity. The idea of separate electorates was decisively 
rejected. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Advisory Committee on Minorities, chaired by Sardar Patel, 
played a crucial role. After Partition, it recommended the abolition 
of separate electorates in favour of joint electorates with 
reservation of seats for a limited period, a key decision in building a 
unified political fabric. 

Introduction The Constituent Assembly began its work in a united India, but its 
most crucial deliberations took place in the shadow of the 
subcontinent's violent dismemberment. The trauma of Partition 
became a defining, albeit tragic, catalyst that fundamentally shaped 
the character of the Indian Constitution, prioritizing national unity, 
security, and a secular identity above all else. 

Conclusion The Constitution is, in many ways, a direct answer to the questions 
raised by Partition. The strong emphasis on a unitary national 
identity, a powerful central government, and a secular state are 
indelible imprints of that historical trauma. The framers were 
determined to build a state that would not just survive but would 
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stand as a powerful, inclusive counter-narrative to the divisive 
politics that had torn the country apart. 

 

Preamble of the Indian Constitution. 

The Preamble as the Philosophical Soul and Identity Card 

Topic The Preamble: The Philosophical Soul and Identity Card of the 
Constitution 

Context This perspective views the Preamble not as a mere introduction but 
as the very essence of the Constitution. It encapsulates the core 
philosophy, the fundamental values, and the noble vision of the 
framers. It is the spiritual and moral foundation upon which the 
entire constitutional edifice is built. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

The Preamble itself, outlining the core values: Sovereign, Socialist, 
Secular, Democratic, Republic (nature of the state) and Justice, 
Liberty, Equality, Fraternity (objectives for the citizens). 

Quotes Thakur Das Bhargava (Member, Constituent Assembly): "The 
Preamble is the most precious part of the Constitution. It is the soul 
of the Constitution. It is a key to the Constitution." Nani Palkhivala 
(Eminent Jurist): "The Preamble is the identity card of the 
Constitution." K.M. Munshi (Member, Drafting Committee): Called it 
the "political horoscope" of the Constitution. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

In the Kesavananda Bharati case (1973), the Supreme Court held that 
the Preamble is of extreme importance and the Constitution should 
be read and interpreted in the light of the grand and noble vision 
expressed in the Preamble. The court used the Preamble's vision to 
derive the "Basic Structure" of the Constitution. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Drafting Committee, chaired by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, was 
responsible for phrasing the Preamble in its final form, ensuring it 
accurately reflected the spirit of the Objectives Resolution moved by 
Jawaharlal Nehru. 

Introduction The Preamble to the Constitution of India serves as its philosophical 
beacon. It is a concise statement that presents the guiding principles 
and purposes of the document, acting as a summary of the 
Constitution's spirit and a declaration of its foundational ideals. 

Conclusion As the soul of the Constitution, the Preamble provides the ultimate 
test for the validity of any law or executive action. It is a constant 
reminder of the nation's foundational promises and the moral 
compass that must guide the Indian state in its journey. 

The Preamble as a Declaration of the Source of Authority 
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Topic The Preamble: A Declaration of Popular Sovereignty 

Context This perspective focuses on the political significance of the opening 
and closing words of the Preamble: "WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA... do 
HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE TO OURSELVES THIS 
CONSTITUTION." This is a revolutionary declaration that the 
ultimate authority and sovereignty reside with the people, not with 
an external power or a monarch. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

The Preamble's opening phrase: "WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA..." This 
phrase establishes the principle of popular sovereignty. 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "This Constitution has its roots in the people and 
it derives its authority from the people." Jawaharlal Nehru: (While 
moving the Objectives Resolution) "The Resolution states that all 
power and authority of the Sovereign Independent India, its 
constituent parts and organs of government, are derived from the 
people." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

This declaration marked a fundamental break from India's colonial 
past. Previous constitutional documents, like the Government of 
India Act, 1935, derived their authority from the British Parliament 
and Crown. The Preamble firmly located this authority within the 
people of India themselves. Though the Constituent Assembly was 
indirectly elected, it acted in the name and on behalf of the people. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Union Constitution Committee, chaired by Jawaharlal Nehru, 
was instrumental in shaping the objectives that emphasized that all 
sovereign power was derived from the people. 

Introduction The Preamble begins with a powerful three-word phrase that 
defines the ultimate source of constitutional authority. It is a 
declaration that the Constitution is not a grant from an external 
power but a self-created charter, born from the collective will of the 
Indian people. This establishes the democratic legitimacy of the 
entire constitutional framework. 

Conclusion The principle of popular sovereignty enshrined in the Preamble is 
the bedrock of Indian democracy. It transforms the Constitution 
from a mere legal text into a living social contract, where the 
government is accountable to the people, who are the ultimate 
masters of their own destiny. 

The Preamble as a Legal and Interpretative Tool 

Topic The Preamble: A Legal and Interpretative Tool for the Judiciary 

Context This perspective examines the legal status and function of the 
Preamble. While it is not directly enforceable in a court of law (non-
justiciable), it plays a crucial role as a key to understanding the minds 
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of the framers and interpreting ambiguous provisions of the 
Constitution. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

The Preamble does not grant any substantive power or impose any 
limitation by itself. Its legal relevance is derived from its relationship 
with the rest of the Constitution. 

Quotes Chief Justice Subba Rao: "The Preamble to our Constitution is a key 
to open the mind of the makers." Chief Justice Sikri (in Kesavananda 
Bharati): "It seems to me that the Preamble of our Constitution is of 
extreme importance and the Constitution should be read and 
interpreted in the light of the grand and noble vision expressed in 
the Preamble." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

Berubari Union Case (1960): The Supreme Court held that the 
Preamble is not a part of the Constitution and thus cannot be used 
to override the express provisions of the articles. Kesavananda 
Bharati vs. State of Kerala (1973): In a landmark reversal, the Supreme 
Court held that the Preamble is a part of the Constitution and can 
be used to interpret ambiguous articles. It also held that the 
Preamble contains the basic features of the Constitution. S.R. 
Bommai vs. Union of India (1994): The court heavily relied on the 
word "SECULAR" in the Preamble to hold that secularism is a basic 
feature of the Constitution. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Drafting Committee placed the Preamble at the beginning, 
signifying its role as an introduction that sets the stage for the 
articles that follow. 

Introduction The legal status of the Preamble has been a subject of significant 
judicial evolution. Initially seen as a mere preface, the Supreme 
Court has progressively elevated its status to an integral part of the 
Constitution that serves as a vital aid in statutory and constitutional 
interpretation. 

Conclusion Though non-justiciable, the Preamble has immense legal 
significance. It guides the judiciary in interpreting the Constitution 
in line with its foundational philosophy and has become the primary 
source for the "Basic Structure" doctrine, thereby acting as an 
ultimate check on the amending power of Parliament. 

The Preamble as a Statement of Objectives 

Topic The Preamble: A Statement of the Objectives of the Indian State 

Context This perspective analyzes the Preamble as a clear articulation of the 
goals and aspirations that the new Indian state was created to 
achieve. It goes beyond defining the nature of the state (Republic, 
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Democratic) to specify the substantive outcomes it must secure for 
its citizens. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

The Preamble explicitly lists the core objectives: Justice (social, 
economic, and political); Liberty (of thought, expression, belief, faith, 
and worship); Equality (of status and of opportunity); and to promote 
Fraternity (assuring the dignity of the individual and the unity and 
integrity of the Nation). 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: "The principles of liberty, equality and fraternity 
are not to be treated as separate items in a trinity. They form a union 
of trinity in the sense that to divorce one from the other is to defeat 
the very purpose of democracy." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

These objectives are not just abstract ideals; they are 
operationalized through other parts of the Constitution. Justice is 
elaborated in Fundamental Rights and Directive Principles. Liberty 
and Equality are enshrined in Articles 19-22 and 14-18 respectively. 
Fraternity is promoted through single citizenship and Fundamental 
Duties (Article 51A). 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Objectives Resolution, moved by Jawaharlal Nehru in the 
Constituent Assembly, was the precursor to the Preamble and laid 
down these very objectives as the goal of the constitution-making 
process. 

Introduction The Preamble is a national pledge, outlining the core objectives that 
the Constitution seeks to establish and that the Indian Republic 
must relentlessly pursue. It defines the purpose of the state's 
existence, which is to create a just, free, and equal society for all its 
citizens. 

Conclusion As a statement of objectives, the Preamble serves as a yardstick for 
measuring the success of the Indian state. It provides the criteria 
against which the performance of the government and the progress 
of the nation must be judged, making it a powerful tool for public 
accountability. 

The Preamble as a Dynamic and Contested Text 

Topic The Preamble: A Dynamic and Politically Contested Text 

Context This perspective recognizes that the Preamble is not a static, 
universally agreed-upon text. Its meaning and even its wording have 
been subject to political debate and change, reflecting the evolving 
nature of the Indian polity and the ideological contests within it. 
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Constitutional 
Provisions 

Article 368: The power of Parliament to amend the Constitution. The 
question of whether the Preamble could be amended under this 
article was a key constitutional issue. 

Quotes Indira Gandhi (during the debate on the 42nd Amendment): Argued 
that adding the words "Socialist" and "Secular" was not an alteration 
but merely a clarification of the philosophy that was already implicit 
in the Constitution. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The 42nd Amendment Act, 1976: Parliament amended the Preamble 
for the first and only time, adding the words "SOCIALIST" and 
"SECULAR" and changing "unity of the Nation" to "unity and integrity 
of the Nation." Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): The Supreme Court 
held that the Preamble is part of the Constitution and can be 
amended, subject to the condition that the "basic features" in the 
Preamble cannot be altered. This ruling enabled the subsequent 
amendment. The meaning of "Secularism" and "Socialism" remains a 
subject of intense political debate in contemporary India. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Swaran Singh Committee (1976), which recommended the 42nd 
Amendment, was instrumental in the formal inclusion of these terms 
in the Preamble. 

Introduction The Preamble is not a relic of the past but a living text whose 
meaning is constantly debated and reinterpreted. Its amendment in 
1976 demonstrated that it is subject to political change, and the 
terms within it continue to be sites of ideological contestation, 
reflecting the dynamic nature of India's democracy. 

Conclusion The dynamic and contested nature of the Preamble ensures its 
continued relevance. The ongoing debates over its terms signify that 
the core ideals of the Republic are not taken for granted but are 
actively engaged with by each generation, making the Preamble a 
mirror to the nation's evolving political and social consciousness. 

 

Salient Features of the Indian Constitution. 

The Constitution as a Synthesis of Rigidity and Flexibility 

Topic Salient Features: A Synthesis of Rigidity and Flexibility 

Context A key feature of the Indian Constitution is its unique amending 
process, which is neither as rigid as the American Constitution nor 
as flexible as the British (unwritten) one. This balance is crucial for 
the document's ability to adapt to changing circumstances while 
preserving its core principles. 
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Constitutional 
Provisions 

Article 368: Lays down the procedure for amendment. It provides for 
three ways of amending the Constitution: 1. By Simple Majority (not 
technically an amendment under Art 368). 2. By Special Majority of 
Parliament. 3. By Special Majority of Parliament plus ratification by 
half of the states. 

Quotes Jawaharlal Nehru: "While we want this Constitution to be as solid 
and as permanent a structure as we can make it, nevertheless there 
is no permanence in Constitutions. There should be a certain 
flexibility. If you make anything rigid and permanent, you stop a 
nation's growth." Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Described the Indian federation 
as unique, stating it could be "both unitary as well as federal 
according to the requirements of time and circumstances," which is 
enabled by the flexible amendment process. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

Kesavananda Bharati vs. State of Kerala (1973): This landmark case 
provided the ultimate interpretation of this feature. The Supreme 
Court held that while Parliament has the power to amend any part 
of the Constitution (flexibility), it cannot alter its "basic structure" 
(rigidity). This judgment perfectly encapsulates the synthesis. The 
Constitution has been amended over 100 times, showcasing its 
flexibility. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Drafting Committee consciously chose this blended approach, 
rejecting the extreme rigidity of the US model which they felt would 
be unworkable for a young, developing nation. 

Introduction A salient feature of the Indian Constitution is the sophisticated 
balance it strikes between rigidity and flexibility. The framers 
designed a document that could serve as a permanent framework 
for governance while also being an adaptable instrument capable of 
evolving with a changing India. This is most evident in its unique 
amendment procedure. 

Conclusion This synthesis of rigidity and flexibility is a cornerstone of the 
Constitution's endurance. It has allowed the document to be a "living 
tree," absorbing progressive changes and responding to new 
challenges without sacrificing its fundamental identity, as protected 
by the doctrine of basic structure. 

The Constitution as a Blueprint for a 'Quasi-Federal' State 

Section Details 

Topic Salient Features: Federal System with a Unitary Bias 

Context The Constitution establishes a federal structure, but its character is 
distinct from classic federations like the USA. It contains powerful 
unitary (centralizing) features, leading to its description as "quasi-



 

IYACHAMY ACADEMY – GROUP 1 MAINS – PRIME BATCH2025- 9952521550 24 

 

federal" or a "Union of States," reflecting the framers' concern for 
national unity. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

Federal Features: Two governments (Centre/State), division of 
powers (Seventh Schedule), written Constitution, supremacy of the 
Constitution, independent judiciary. Unitary/Non-Federal Features: 
Strong Centre, single Constitution, single citizenship, All-India 
Services (Article 312), appointment of Governor by the Centre 
(Article 155), Emergency Provisions (Articles 352, 356, 360). 

Quotes K.C. Wheare: Famously described the Indian Constitution as "quasi-
federal." Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: In the Constituent Assembly, he justified 
the strong central features by stating that India's priority was to 
maintain its unity and integrity in the face of vast regional and 
cultural diversity. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

S.R. Bommai vs. Union of India (1994): While the court acknowledged 
the strong unitary features, it firmly established that federalism is a 
"basic feature" of the Constitution, thereby placing a check on the 
Centre's power to arbitrarily dismiss state governments under 
Article 356. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission were set up to 
examine Centre-State relations, and their reports extensively 
analyzed this unique federal balance, suggesting ways to strengthen 
cooperative federalism within the existing constitutional 
framework. 

Introduction One of the most significant features of the Indian Constitution is its 
unique federal character. It establishes a dual polity with a clear 
division of powers between the Union and the States. However, it is 
strongly tilted in favour of the Centre, creating a "federation with a 
centralising tendency" to preserve the unity of a diverse nation. 

Conclusion This quasi-federal structure is a pragmatic feature tailored to India's 
specific needs. It seeks to balance the imperatives of national 
integration and security with the aspirations of regional autonomy 
and cultural diversity, making it a dynamic and constantly evolving 
aspect of Indian governance. 

The Constitution as a Charter of Democratic Governance 

Section Details 

Topic Salient Features: A Comprehensive Charter of Democratic 
Governance 

Context The Constitution provides a detailed blueprint for a democratic 
state. It doesn't just declare India a democracy but meticulously lays 
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down the institutions and principles that make this democracy 
functional, accountable, and resilient. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

Parliamentary Form of Government (Articles 74, 75): Ensures an 
executive responsible to the legislature. Universal Adult Franchise 
(Article 326): A revolutionary step that grants the right to vote to 
every citizen above 18 without discrimination. Independent 
Judiciary (Article 124, 214): Acts as the guardian of the Constitution 
and fundamental rights. Rule of Law: Ensured through principles of 
equality before law (Article 14) and judicial review. 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: On Universal Adult Franchise: "It is an act of faith, 
and an act of faith in the common man... It is a risky experiment, but 
we cannot resile from it." On Parliamentary System: He preferred it 
for its principle of "responsibility" over the "stability" of the 
presidential system. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The successful conduct of numerous free and fair general elections 
since 1952 by the Election Commission (an independent body under 
Article 324) is a testament to the strength of this democratic 
framework. The Supreme Court's assertion of its independence in 
cases like the Second Judges Case (1993) further solidifies this 
feature. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Dinesh Goswami Committee on Electoral Reforms (1990) and 
subsequent committees have worked to strengthen the democratic 
machinery established by the Constitution. 

Introduction A core feature of the Indian Constitution is its unwavering 
commitment to democratic principles. It establishes a sovereign, 
socialist, secular, democratic republic, with a detailed framework for 
a parliamentary government based on the will of the people, who 
exercise their sovereignty at regular intervals. 

Conclusion The Constitution's detailed provisions for democratic institutions 
have been the bedrock of India's political stability. Despite numerous 
challenges, the features of universal suffrage, a responsible 
government, and an independent judiciary have ensured that India 
remains the world's largest functioning democracy. 

The Constitution as a Progressive Social Document 

Section Details 

Topic Salient Features: A Progressive Document for Social Transformation 

Context The Constitution is more than a political framework; it is a social 
document aimed at revolutionizing a hierarchical and unequal 
society. A key feature is the triad of provisions that collectively form 
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the "conscience of the Constitution" and aim to build an egalitarian 
social order. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

Fundamental Rights (Part III): Especially Articles 14-18 which 
guarantee equality and prohibit discrimination, and Article 17 which 
abolishes untouchability. Directive Principles of State Policy (Part 
IV): Set out the social and economic goals of the state, aiming for a 
"welfare state." Fundamental Duties (Part IVA): Added later to remind 
citizens of their social responsibilities. 

Quotes Granville Austin: "The Indian Constitution is first and foremost a 
social document... The majority of its provisions are either directly 
aimed at furthering the goals of the social revolution or attempt to 
foster this revolution by establishing the conditions necessary for its 
achievement." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The evolution from seeing Fundamental Rights and DPSPs as being 
in conflict to seeing them as complementary is a key judicial 
development. In the Minerva Mills case (1980), the Supreme Court 
held that the "harmony and balance" between the two is a basic 
feature. Social legislation on topics like bonded labour, child labour, 
and women's rights is rooted in the philosophy of these provisions. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Sapru Committee (1945) first made the distinction between 
justiciable (Fundamental Rights) and non-justiciable (DPSP) rights, a 
feature that was adopted by the Constituent Assembly to create this 
social charter. 

Introduction A truly salient feature of the Indian Constitution is its character as a 
tool for social engineering. It goes beyond setting up a government 
to provide a vision for a new social order based on justice, equality, 
and dignity, primarily through the interplay of Fundamental Rights 
and Directive Principles. 

Conclusion This social dimension is arguably the most revolutionary feature of 
the Constitution. It provides a moral and constitutional basis for 
affirmative action and progressive legislation, ensuring that the 
Indian state is not just a passive arbiter but an active agent of social 
change and justice. 

The Constitution as the World's Lengthiest Written Document 

Section Details 

Topic Salient Features: The Lengthiest Written Constitution 

Context The sheer size and detail of the Indian Constitution is one of its most 
defining and visible features. This was a deliberate choice by the 
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framers to create a comprehensive and unambiguous document that 
would leave little to chance in a complex and diverse country. 

Constitutional 
Provisions 

Originally, it contained a Preamble, 395 Articles (divided into 22 
Parts), and 8 Schedules. Currently, it has about 470 articles (in 25 
parts) and 12 schedules due to numerous amendments. 

Quotes Sir Ivor Jennings: Called it a "lawyer's paradise" because of its 
complexity and detail. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Explained in the 
Constituent Assembly that unlike other constitutions which left 
matters to ordinary legislation, the framers chose to include detailed 
administrative provisions to prevent them from being easily changed 
and to ensure uniformity and certainty. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The length is due to several factors: 1. Geographical vastness and 
diversity of India. 2. Historical influence of the Government of India 
Act, 1935, which was itself a lengthy document. 3. The need to 
provide a single constitution for both the Centre and the states 
(except J&K initially). 4. The desire to include detailed provisions for 
the judiciary, public services, and special groups to avoid future 
conflicts. 

Relevant 
Committee 

The Drafting Committee was responsible for compiling and 
elaborating on the reports of various other committees, which 
contributed to the document's comprehensive nature. 

Introduction Among the most striking features of the Indian Constitution is its 
distinction as the lengthiest and most detailed written constitution 
in the world. This is not an incidental detail but a reflection of the 
framers' intention to create a comprehensive and explicit governing 
manual for a vast and uniquely complex nation. 

Conclusion While sometimes criticized for its bulkiness, the detailed nature of 
the Constitution has been a source of strength. It has provided 
clarity and stability, minimized ambiguity in governance, and 
ensured that the rights of citizens and the powers of the state are 
clearly demarcated, contributing significantly to its resilience. 

 

Constitutional Amendments  

Amendments as a Battlefield between Parliament and Judiciary 

Section Details 

Topic Amendments: A Battlefield between Parliamentary Supremacy and 
Judicial Review 

Context The history of constitutional amendments in India is fundamentally 
a story of the struggle between the Parliament's perceived right to 
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amend any part of the Constitution and the Supreme Court's role 
as its ultimate guardian. This tug-of-war has defined the limits of 
constitutional power. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 368: Power of Parliament to amend the Constitution and the 
procedure thereof. Article 13: Laws inconsistent with or in 
derogation of the Fundamental Rights. The core conflict was 
whether an "amendment" under Art 368 was a "law" under Art 13. 

Quotes Jawaharlal Nehru: "No Constitution can be permanent and 
unchanging. It must be flexible and adaptable to the changing 
needs of the society." Justice H.R. Khanna: "The power of 
amendment is not a power to destroy the Constitution." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

Shankari Prasad Case (1951): Supreme Court held that Parliament 
can amend any part of the Constitution, including Fundamental 
Rights. Golaknath Case (1967): The court reversed its stance, stating 
Fundamental Rights were "transcendental" and could not be 
amended. Kesavananda Bharati Case (1973): In a landmark 
judgment, the court created a middle path by propounding the 
"Basic Structure" doctrine, holding that Parliament can amend 
anything except the basic structure. Minerva Mills Case (1980): The 
court reinforced the Basic Structure doctrine, striking down 
clauses of the 42nd Amendment that gave unlimited amending 
power to Parliament. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Swaran Singh Committee (1976): Its recommendations led to the 
42nd Amendment, which was a high-water mark of asserting 
parliamentary supremacy over the judiciary. 

Introduction This perspective examines constitutional amendments through the 
lens of a power struggle between the legislative and judicial 
branches. It traces the decades-long conflict over who has the final 
say on the constitutional text, a conflict that ultimately shaped the 
core principles of Indian constitutionalism. 

Conclusion The conflict between Parliament and the judiciary over 
amendments has resulted in a unique constitutional principle: the 
Basic Structure doctrine. This judicial innovation has created a 
crucial balance, preserving the Constitution's core identity while 
allowing Parliament the flexibility to adapt the document to 
changing times. 

Amendments as Instruments of Social and Economic Justice 

Topic Amendments: As Instruments of Social and Economic Justice 

Context Many of the most significant amendments have not been about 
political power but about enabling the state to pursue its socio-
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economic agenda. They were tools to overcome legal hurdles in the 
path of land reform, affirmative action, and fulfilling the Directive 
Principles. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Directive Principles of State Policy (Part IV): Many amendments 
sought to give these principles primacy over Fundamental Rights. 
Preamble: The addition of the word "SOCIALIST" by the 42nd 
Amendment. 

Quotes Granville Austin: Described the Constitution as a "social document," 
and the amendments that promote social justice are a testament to 
this character. Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: Stressed the need for "social 
democracy," which has often been the justification for amendments 
aimed at uplifting weaker sections. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

1st Amendment (1951): Added the Ninth Schedule to protect land 
reform laws from judicial review and enabled the state to make 
special provisions for backward classes. 25th Amendment (1971): 
Weakened the fundamental right to property to facilitate state 
acquisition for public good. 86th Amendment (2002): Made the 
Right to Education a Fundamental Right (Article 21A), a direct 
implementation of a Directive Principle. 103rd Amendment (2019): 
Provided for 10% reservation for Economically Weaker Sections 
(EWS). 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The recommendations of the Mandal Commission on reservations 
for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) led to a period of intense social 
debate, eventually solidified through constitutional interpretation 
and subsequent policy. 

Introduction This perspective analyzes constitutional amendments as primary 
tools used by the state to execute its mandate for social and 
economic transformation. It views amendments as the legal 
instruments necessary to bridge the gap between the 
constitutional vision of a just society and the ground reality of 
inequality. 

Conclusion The history of amendments clearly shows that the Constitution is 
not a static document but a proactive tool for social engineering. 
These amendments, while often controversial, have been crucial in 
shaping India's affirmative action policies and welfare state model, 
making the Constitution a living instrument of justice. 

Amendments for Deepening Democracy and Governance 

Topic Amendments: For Deepening Democracy and Reforming 
Governance 
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Context Beyond ideological battles, many amendments have been 
procedural and structural, aimed at improving the machinery of 
governance and making Indian democracy more robust, 
participatory, and efficient at different levels. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

The amendments themselves are the key provisions. 

Quotes Rajiv Gandhi (on the 73rd/74th Amendments): Spoke of taking 
"power to the people" and strengthening democracy at the 
grassroots level. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

52nd Amendment (1985): Introduced the Tenth Schedule (Anti-
Defection Law) to curb political defections and provide stability to 
governments. 61st Amendment (1989): Reduced the voting age from 
21 to 18 years, vastly expanding the democratic base and 
enfranchising the youth. 73rd and 74th Amendments (1992): 
Granted constitutional status and recognition to Panchayati Raj 
Institutions and Municipalities, creating a "third tier" of 
government. 101st Amendment (2016): Introduced the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), a major reform of India's fiscal federal structure. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

L.M. Singhvi Committee (1986): Its recommendation to provide 
constitutional status to Panchayati Raj Institutions was a key driver 
for the 73rd Amendment. 

Introduction This perspective focuses on amendments as instruments of 
institutional reform and democratic deepening. It looks at the 
changes made to the "nuts and bolts" of the constitutional 
machinery to enhance political participation, improve 
administrative efficiency, and adapt the governance structure to 
new challenges. 

Conclusion These governance-focused amendments demonstrate the 
Constitution's capacity for pragmatic evolution. They have 
fundamentally reshaped Indian democracy by empowering local 
communities, expanding the electorate, and reforming the federal 
fiscal system, thereby strengthening the state's institutional 
foundations. 

Amendments as a Reflection of Political Course Correction 

Topic Amendments: As a Reflection of Political Change and Historical 
Correction 

Context The amendment process is deeply political and can be seen as a 
mirror reflecting the dominant political ideology of the time. The 
most dramatic example is the use of amendments during the 
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Emergency and their subsequent reversal, showcasing a cycle of 
political action and reaction. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

The provisions of the 42nd and 44th Amendments are central here. 

Quotes From the Janata Party Manifesto (1977): Pledged to "repeal the 42nd 
amendment" and "restore the balance between the people and 
Parliament, Parliament and the judiciary, the judiciary and the 
executive...". 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

42nd Amendment (1976): Enacted during the Emergency, it is often 
called a "mini-constitution." It asserted parliamentary supremacy, 
curtailed judicial review, and added Fundamental Duties and the 
words "Socialist Secular" to the Preamble. 44th Amendment (1978): 
Enacted by the post-Emergency Janata Party government, it was a 
direct response to the 42nd. It reversed many of its provisions, 
restored the powers of the judiciary, and introduced safeguards for 
fundamental rights and against the misuse of Emergency powers 
(e.g., replacing "internal disturbance" with "armed rebellion"). 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Swaran Singh Committee provided the blueprint for the 42nd 
Amendment, embodying the political ideology of the Congress 
government during the Emergency. 

Introduction This perspective views constitutional amendments as a political 
barometer, reflecting the ideologies of ruling dispensations and 
serving as a means for historical course correction. The content of 
amendments can tell a compelling story of a nation's political 
journey, including its moments of crisis and subsequent 
restoration. 

Conclusion The story of the 42nd and 44th Amendments is the clearest 
illustration of the amendment process as a political tool. This cycle 
of action and correction, while born of political conflict, ultimately 
resulted in strengthening the safeguards for democracy and 
individual liberty within the Constitution. 

Amendments and the Evolution of Federalism 

Topic Amendments: Reshaping the Federal Balance 

Context The relationship between the Union and the States is one of the 
most dynamic aspects of the Constitution. Amendments have been 
a primary mechanism through which this delicate federal balance 
has been adjusted over time, sometimes strengthening the Centre 
and at other times promoting cooperation. 
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Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 368(2): Requires ratification by at least half of the state 
legislatures for amendments affecting federal features. Seventh 
Schedule: Amendments have frequently shifted subjects between 
the Union, State, and Concurrent lists. 

Quotes Arun Jaitley (on GST): Described the GST Council, created by an 
amendment, as India's "first federal institution" and a "shining 
example of cooperative federalism." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

7th Amendment (1956): Reorganised states on a linguistic basis and 
abolished the A, B, C, D classification of states, fundamentally 
restructuring the federal map of India. 42nd Amendment (1976): 
Shifted five subjects, including Education and Forests, from the 
State List to the Concurrent List, significantly increasing the 
Centre's power. 101st Amendment (2016): Introduced GST, which 
pooled the sovereignty of the Centre and States in indirect taxation 
and created a new federal body, the GST Council, for joint decision-
making. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The States Reorganisation Commission (1953) provided the basis 
for the 7th Amendment. The recommendations of the Sarkaria and 
Punchhi Commissions on Centre-State relations have often fueled 
debates about potential federal amendments. 

Introduction This perspective analyzes constitutional amendments as a key 
driver in the evolution of Indian federalism. It examines how 
amendments have been used to redraw state boundaries, re-
allocate powers between the Centre and the States, and create new 
institutions for inter-governmental cooperation. 

Conclusion Amendments have played a crucial and often contradictory role in 
shaping India's federal structure. While some have enhanced the 
unitary bias of the Constitution, others, like the one for GST, have 
introduced innovative models of cooperative federalism. This 
ongoing process of adjustment via amendment is central to 
managing Centre-State relations. 

 

Citizenship 

Perspective 1: Citizenship as a Foundational Provision for a New Nation 

Section Details 

Topic Citizenship at the Commencement of the Constitution 

Context This perspective focuses on the primary, historical task of the 
Constituent Assembly: to define who constituted the "people of 
India" on January 26, 1950. The provisions were designed as a one-
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time settlement to address the unprecedented situation created by 
Partition and mass migration. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Part II (Articles 5-11): Article 5: Citizenship by domicile. Article 6: 
Rights of citizenship of certain persons who have migrated to India 
from Pakistan. Article 7: Rights of citizenship of certain migrants to 
Pakistan. Article 11: Empowers Parliament to regulate the right of 
citizenship by law. 

Quotes Alladi Krishnaswami Ayyar (Member, Constituent Assembly): "We 
are plumping for the jus soli [law of the soil]... It is a secular 
principle... The clause has been accepted by the civilized world and 
we should not lag behind." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The constitutional provisions on citizenship were deliberately 
made detailed but not exhaustive. They were a response to a 
specific historical moment and were not intended to be a complete 
or permanent code of citizenship. The framers explicitly left the 
task of creating a comprehensive law to the future Parliament. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Drafting Committee, chaired by Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, was 
responsible for framing these complex and specific articles to deal 
with the immediate aftermath of Partition and the birth of the 
republic. 

Introduction This perspective views the constitutional provisions on citizenship 
not as a complete code, but as a foundational and time-bound 
solution to an extraordinary problem. The primary aim of Articles 
5 to 10 was to legally define the initial citizenry of the newly-formed 
Indian Republic in the wake of Partition. 

Conclusion The constitutional articles on citizenship were a necessary and 
pragmatic solution to define the original "We, the People." By 
vesting future legislative power in Parliament through Article 11, the 
framers ensured that this foundational settlement could evolve into 
a more comprehensive legal framework. 

Citizenship as an Evolving Parliamentary Mandate 

Topic Citizenship as an Evolving Parliamentary Mandate 

Context This perspective analyzes citizenship not as a static constitutional 
concept, but as a dynamic legal framework shaped and reshaped by 
Parliament over the decades. It focuses on the legislative journey 
of the Citizenship Act, 1955, and its subsequent amendments, 
which reflect the changing political and demographic concerns of 
the nation. 
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Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 11: Confers on Parliament the full power to make any 
provision with respect to the acquisition and termination of 
citizenship and all other matters relating to it. 

Quotes P. Chidambaram (as Home Minister during a debate): "Citizenship 
is a sovereign matter. Every sovereign country has the right to 
grant citizenship on the basis of its law." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The Citizenship Act, 1955: Originally established a liberal jus soli 
(citizenship by birth) principle. 1986 Amendment: Restricted jus soli 
by requiring that at least one parent be an Indian citizen. 2003 
Amendment: Further restricted it by requiring one parent to be an 
Indian citizen and the other not to be an illegal immigrant. This 
marked a significant shift from a pure jus soli towards a jus 
sanguinis (citizenship by blood) principle. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Various Parliamentary Standing Committees and Joint 
Parliamentary Committees have reviewed and recommended 
changes to the Citizenship Act through its various amendment 
bills. 

Introduction This perspective examines citizenship through the lens of 
legislative evolution. The Constitution deliberately left the long-
term regulation of citizenship to Parliament, making it a subject of 
ongoing political and legal development. The story of Indian 
citizenship is largely the story of the Citizenship Act and its 
amendments. 

Conclusion The legislative history of citizenship in India reveals a clear trend 
away from the initial inclusive, birth-based principle towards a 
more restrictive, descent-based one. This evolution reflects 
Parliament's response to concerns over migration and national 
security, demonstrating how the meaning of citizenship is actively 
shaped by legislation. 

Citizenship as the Gateway to Rights and Belonging 

Topic Citizenship: The Gateway to Rights and Belonging 

Context This perspective analyzes citizenship not just as a legal status, but 
as the essential key that unlocks the full spectrum of constitutional 
rights and facilitates a person's membership in the national 
community. It examines the crucial distinction between rights 
available to all persons and those exclusively reserved for citizens. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Rights available only to Citizens: Article 15 (prohibition of 
discrimination), Article 16 (equality of opportunity in public 
employment), Article 19 (fundamental freedoms), and the right to 
vote and hold constitutional office. Rights available to all Persons 
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(Citizens & Foreigners): Article 14 (equality before law) and Article 
21 (right to life and personal liberty). 

Quotes Dr. B.R. Ambedkar: On the ideal of Fraternity: "Fraternity means a 
sense of common brotherhood of all Indians—if Indians being one 
people. It is the principle which gives unity and solidarity to social 
life." Citizenship is the legal basis for this fraternity. 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

National Human Rights Commission v. State of Arunachal Pradesh 
(1996): The Supreme Court affirmed that while Chakma refugees 
were not citizens, they were entitled to the right to life under 
Article 21. This judgment clearly highlights the distinction: basic 
human rights are for all, but the full package of civil and political 
rights is unlocked only by citizenship. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

The Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights in the Constituent 
Assembly made the crucial decisions about which rights were to be 
universal and which were to be exclusive to citizens, thereby 
defining the legal value of citizenship. 

Introduction Citizenship in the Indian context is the primary determinant of an 
individual's relationship with the state. This perspective explores 
citizenship as the basis of political and social belonging, granting 
access to a host of fundamental rights and duties that are denied 
to non-citizens. 

Conclusion The distinction between the rights of citizens and non-citizens 
underscores the immense value of citizenship. It is the 
constitutional basis for full participation in the democratic and 
social life of the nation, making the question of who is, and who is 
not, a citizen a matter of profound significance. 

Citizenship as a Site of Contemporary Political Contestation 

Topic Citizenship: A Site of Contemporary Political Contestation 

Context In recent years, citizenship has moved from a settled legal topic to 
the forefront of national political debate. The enactment of the 
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019, and the discourse around a 
National Register of Citizens (NRC) have transformed it into a 
deeply contentious and ideological issue. 

Constitutional 
provisions 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 (CAA): The central 
legislative act in this debate. Its constitutionality has been 
challenged on the grounds of violating Article 14 (Right to Equality) 
and the secular principles enshrined in the Preamble. 

Quotes Amit Shah (as Home Minister): "The Citizenship (Amendment) Act 
is not to take away anyone's citizenship but to grant citizenship." 
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Asaduddin Owaisi (Opponent of CAA): "The law is discriminatory as 
it is based on religion and is a violation of the Constitution." 

Facts/ 
Judgments 

The CAA 2019 provides a path to citizenship for specific religious 
minorities (excluding Muslims) from Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and 
Pakistan. This led to widespread nationwide protests, with 
opponents arguing that it introduces a religious criterion for 
citizenship for the first time, violating India's secular fabric. The 
constitutional validity of the CAA is currently pending before the 
Supreme Court. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

Joint Parliamentary Committee on the Citizenship (Amendment) 
Bill, 2016: This committee examined the bill and heard from various 
stakeholders, and its report was a key part of the legislative process 
that led to the CAA. 

Introduction This perspective examines the recent transformation of citizenship 
from a largely administrative matter into a central point of political 
and social conflict. It focuses on the ideological clash over the core 
principles of the Indian republic—particularly secularism and 
equality—as reflected in contemporary citizenship debates. 

Conclusion The current contestations around citizenship are fundamentally 
debates about the identity of the Indian nation. They force a re-
examination of the constitutional commitment to secularism and 
equality, proving that the definition of "who belongs" remains a 
potent and unresolved question in modern India. 

Citizenship as a Concept in Global Context 

Section Details 

Topic Indian Citizenship in a Global Context: Diaspora and Dual 
Nationality 

Context This perspective places India's approach to citizenship in a 
comparative international frame. It analyzes India's strict 
prohibition of dual citizenship and its unique solution to engage 
with its large overseas diaspora through schemes like the Overseas 
Citizenship of India (OCI). 

Constitutional 
provisions 

Article 9: Explicitly states that any person who voluntarily acquires 
the citizenship of a foreign state shall cease to be a citizen of India. 
This is the constitutional basis for barring dual citizenship. 

Quotes L.M. Singhvi: "The Indian diaspora is a huge reservoir of knowledge, 
economic, and intellectual resources. We need to find ways to 
connect them emotionally and economically to the motherland." 
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Facts/ 
Judgments 

While most major democracies now allow some form of dual 
citizenship, India has steadfastly refused. As a response to the 
demands of the global Indian diaspora, the Overseas Citizenship of 
India (OCI) scheme was introduced. The OCI card is not true 
citizenship but a long-term visa with some residency and economic 
rights, a unique midway solution. 

Relevant 
committee If 
Applicable 

High-Level Committee on the Indian Diaspora (2000-2001): 
Chaired by Dr. L.M. Singhvi, this committee extensively studied the 
issue and recommended the creation of a scheme similar to the 
OCI to strengthen the bond between India and its diaspora. 

Introduction India's unique and often rigid approach to citizenship in an 
increasingly globalized world. It focuses on the constitutional 
prohibition of dual nationality and the pragmatic policy innovations 
created to engage with one of the world's largest and most 
influential diasporas. 

Conclusion India's citizenship policy presents a fascinating paradox. While 
constitutionally rigid in its rejection of dual nationality, it has been 
administratively flexible in creating the OCI scheme. This approach 
reflects a nation grappling with the challenges of maintaining a 
singular national identity while engaging with its globalized 
community. 

 

 


