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[UNDERSTANDI MERSINTND|l A

Diversity

characteristics

cont ext,
within

Il ndi a' s

"Unity in

« The ph'rlansiety i nwRBisvewnsinteyl" by I ndia'"3awalkldar IPali imMe
his bdbtlk Discovertyoodedaondilaé the unique blend
« Hi stoV.ia.n 8$mifehred to" Ehbneal @agi aalueMu e unrm'e
raci al texpssiog here.
Di mensions of Diversity in India
I ndia's vast geographygu-kbBeoartrnjnreigisti t hée hffoumndati o al
A s-abntinent is a | arge, distinguishable part of
mountains, pl ateaus, pl ains, river s, and varied

|l mpact of

t he

di versity is

t he
be

refers to exi stence of

coul d anything that makes o

it

nation's geographical boundari es.

not a source of weakness

Diversity."

Geographical Diversity on

Lifestyles:

variations
ne

represents utthaurmesairacefs, di ahguagt sc

but

vast

Landform

Economic Act/Associated LIExampl es

Cul ture

Pl ai ns

Primarily AgAgrarian socil nd®angetic
habits based
rice and whea

P
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Coastal |Fishing, TraSeaf-sodh c|Keral a, Goa,
mariti me cul't

Mount ai n{Ani mal RDistinct f ogHi mal ayan
Horticul tureunique clothi|](Hi machal, U
Far mi ng, Fcli mates, Western Ghat s
Crops communi ties. Tea)

Desert AlANni mal Hu|Nomadi c | i fesThar Desert (
(Camel |, Sheeconservation
Far mi ng uni que crafts

Climatic Extremes:
- Highest RawsnymildamMeghal aya.

- Lowest RlaainsfaallmheRraj ast han.

This ecological di ver siftoyr adiarnedec iflagunfa@e § uence s ut hber
food, c¢clothing, occupations, and |ivelihoods.
Racial Diversity:

I ndia has been a melting pot of races due to histor

mill ennia through | and and sea routes, attracted by
- Major Raci al Groups that form t heDrmowiedinanlsndi M
Aryans, Al pines, and Mongol oi ds.

Family and Community Structure:

« FamiTlhye fundamental wunit jofi nsto daaamtinicil esxri sft d migl iaess

e« CommuniGtyups of people living with a common inte

c I nterdepeamemwrei:ti es are interdependent for amer

and security, which fostexisstsorcdealdedsuapimoe yc wlntdu rc

I ndia is a secular country, as enshArbed?2 @ruasaentReree
fundamental right to freedom of religion.

- Birthplace Bfn®el sgpj oBsddhi sm, Jainism, and Si kh

e Home to Religiohs|l BmomCAbreadanity, Zoroastriani
in India for centuries.

- Festilvmdisa i s a "l and of festivals,"” which are
cul tur al di versity. Exampl es i nclude Di wal i, E
Poorni ma, Onam, Pongal, Bi hu, and Holi, often ce

Language is one of the most signifcant markers of d
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« Census Dat a:
o According00da Cphalsudla2hmaj or analin5g9u9a goetsher. | an
o As pe2OfilheCentshues top fve | anguages spoken by
1.Hindi (43.63%)
2.Bengalii (8. 30%)
3.Mar at hi (7. 09%)
4 . Telugu (6. 93%)
5. Tami | (5. 89 %)

- Language Fami magsr | anguage families in India ar
1.1l nddoryadomi nant in North I ndia)
2.Draviddami nant in South | ndia; Tami | i s the ¢
3.Austroasiatic
4 .Si Aloi bet an

- Of fcial Lan&ughedh: Scheduéel ndi an Cons22 tluanamwagae

of fci al | anguages.
«- Classical TheogGagesnment of I ndia has accorded
|l anguages based on their antiquity and rich | ite

LangugYear of Re

Tami | 2004

Sanskr2005

Kannad2008

Tel ugu2008

Mal ayg2013

Odi a 2014

- Role of Dmregltiostover 300 years of British rule, Er
for of fci al communi cati on, hi gher educati on, ano

Cul ture encompasses t he cust oms, practices, dr es s,

architecture of a peopl e.

Performing Arts:

Dance and Music

Classical Dances of India (|State of Orig

Bharatanatyam Tami l Nadu
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Kat hak North India (

Kat hakal i Ker al a

Kuchi pudi Andhra Prades

Mohiniyattam Ker al a

Odi ssi Odi sha

Sattriya Assam

Mani purii Mani pur

Prominent F(State of

Bi hu Assam

Bhangra, Gi(Punjab

Gar ba, DandiGuj ar at

Ghoomer, KalRajast hi

Lavani Ma har asHt

Karagattam, |[Tamil N ¢

Theyyam Ker al a

Chholiya Uttarakt

Ras Lil a Uttar Pr

Art and Architecture

Architectural marvels across India refect its diver

Monument Location Signi fcance

Bri hadisvarThanjavur, TIDravidian architectur

Taj Ma h al Agr a, Uttar Pinnacle of Mughal ar

Konar k Sun |Konar k, Odi s|Kalinga architecture

Sanchi StupgSanchi, Madh{Buddhi st architectur e

Dil wara JailMount Abu, RIExquisite marble caryv

St. Thomas |[Chennai, TamNeoGothic architecture

I nterestAmMgutFrae® % of the total epigraphical inscrip

I ndia (ASI) are from Tamil Nadu, mostly in the Tami
GROUP PCM PRQGRAYACHAMY AQCADBRMYVZIASHMDM2 8



IYACHAMY ACADEMY

Kathakali

Not to Scale

Unity in Diversity:

Despite these vast differences, I ndia remains a sin
1.Constitutiomak Cdentitwtion of India provides a
rights, and duties for all citizens. I't guarant
identity over regional or linguistic identities.

2.8Spirit of Theet rsihoatriesdm:hi story of the freedom stru
spirit of nationalism that transcends regional a
3.National TBlyenbodhsi onal Fl ag, Nati onal Ant hem, ar
symbols that evoke a sense of pride and unity.

4.1 nt-efrat e L i Enckoangoensi : ¢ interdependence t hrough tra
educati on, and nationwide celebrations | ike Repl

binding forces.
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5.Cultural S@earcteri ssw:iosfit croce have | ed to the evol

where traditions and practices from different <co

Challenges to India's Diversity

While diversity is a strength, it also presents cha
e CommunalPiigming religious groups against each ot
- Region&kicemsive |l oyalty to one's own region, son
e Linguistic Lhiauat inorssn:and conficts based on | ang
- Castebsempooted soci al hi erarchy and discriminat:.

India'"s diversity is a unique"tdnidtyprieniPusehsatyttagtil
but an ongoing process that requires conscibobuaterfmnio
promoting tolerance and mutual respect, and ensuri

communities are crucial for strengthening the threa

ACHI EVEQWBAL | TY

Equality is a cornerstone of the Indian Constitut:i
i mplies the absence of discrimination and the provi
all citizens. I'n a dhvevisegnaguahitykesl hdtainaccal

and dismanotl dngt aget ures of prejudice and discri mi:i

i nequalities.

Whil e theé Unddal impbDovetress tyéeacef ul coexistence, soc
diversity is not accepted, | eading to prejudice and
Core Concepts: Prejudice, Stereotypes, and Discri mi
These three concepts are interconnected and represe
Concept (Defnition Nature Exampl e

Prejudi A pyedgement; a preco|/Attitudi¥”" Peopl e for

feeling, especially ojthought |areas ar
wi t hout knowl edge, thibelief) |civilised
a negative and i nfer peopl e."”

others based on fal se

Stereot yAn ovgeneralized and f|Cogniti(¥y"Boys ar e
particul ar group or ¢f xed m¢and don't
prejudice becomes st|i mage) "Girls ar €
ingrained, it evolves at sports.
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Di scri miiThe unj ust or preju(BehaviouDenying a

di fferent categories (An actiljob or ent

the grounds of race, templ e b a
cast e. |t i s t he act their ca
prejudice and stereot gender .

Causes for the Rise of Prejudice:

Soci al iLseaatrinam:g prejudiced attitudes from family
Confor mi ng Bfedhoapvtiionugr st:he prejudices of a group t

Economic Bemsefif yi ng domi nance and exploitation t

« Authoritariam Persomality: type that is rigid in
- Et hnoc entthrei sbhe:l i ef in the superiority of one's o
e Group ClThseurpaocess whereby a group maintains it:
- ConfiRkitst:ori cal or ongoing conficts between grou
Maj or Forms of Inequality and Discrimination in Ind
« Origlime caste system is considered the most don
originated in the -besd/tarma ocgbtgatei omarl y Vedi
degener ated i ntbhoasaedr ihgied,arbcihritchal system in the

| mpaThi:s system institutionali zed gr adlend o uncehgaubaill
one of the most severe forms of discrimination.
Key Social Reformer: Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
o Popul ar | y BEanboawnS aahse: b .
o Backgraéadundndi an jurist, economist, politicial
a depressed class and faced i mmense discri mi:t
o Key Contributions:
= Chairman of the Draff ttimg Commtitttweent Asse
the tFatlkeer of the Indian Constitution."”
= I ndependenftr sitndLiaaw sMi ni st er
= Fought r el entanensishliiyl aftoirmomtd hodf o rc assd ei a l eqgua
o EducatMi.An: (1915) , D. Sc from the London Schoo
University (1927).
o HonouRossit humously Bhwarat dRati®a® 0.

This refers to the systemic inequality between men

political spheres.
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« Mani festations:
o Educ atLioowe:r female | iteracy rates,; girls bei

education.

o Economiemi ted career choices for women; gende
o SociFalrced marriages, restrictiomakomgapbiwee,
o Pol i tUindalrepresentation in |egislative bodies.

- Medi a P o rQGernadybaal s:e d stereotypes ar e of t en rein

advertisements showing WO me n primarily i n d o me

machines) and men in dominant, aggressive rol es
This involves the unequal treatment of an individua
I ndia'"s secular fabric, religious discrimination an
someti mes even manifesting in places of worship.
The Constitutional Framework for Equality in India
The Constitution of India is the supreme | aw that p
and ensure equality.

Constituti|ArticDescription

Provi si on

Equality B|/ArtiqGuarantees that the State shall
14 before the | aw or the equal pr

territory of India.

ProhibitiolArti gProhibits t he St at e from discri

Di scrimina/l15(1)grounds only of religion, race,
Abolition [ArtiqAbolishes "Untouchability" and f
Untouchabi |17 enf orcement of any disability a

puni shable offence.

The Preambekef securesJUSTIE@EE cicailt,i zeaen o mi lcl, B EBBRITOYT p «
thought, expression, bel EQUALKDYt Bkt aadand wodsbifpoppa

Soc-Eoonomic I nequality
Soc-eoonomic inequality is a state where the benefts
|l eading to disparities in income, education, and he

- Link between Literacy anffa®ek RatduoD&ffA)ll Census
o Districlteesw Wiitther(aecy .r, atbdhsar mapur i, Kr i s Hrmoavgeirr |

sex pndtiwer females per 1,000 mal es) .
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o Districhisghwiltiht e(rea.cqy. ,r akaersyakumari, ThiegihNet gs
ratio

o Ilnfer@hce: data suggests a correlation betwee
by | ow literacy) and gender disparity (indioc

from seoccoinoomi ¢ backwardness.

™
Literacy rate — 2011 Census
High Low
S.No. | District Name | Percentage | S.No. | District Name |Percentage
1 |Kanyakumari 92.14% 1 Dharmapuri 64.71%
2 | Chennai 90.33% 2 | Ariyalur 71.99%
3 | Thoothukkudi 86.52% 3 | Villupuram 72.08%
4 | The Nilgiris 85.65% 4 | Krishnagiri 72.41%
Source: Censusindia.gov.in=tamilnadu
Sex Ratio — 2011 Census
Number of females per 1,000 males
High Low
S.No. | District Name | Sex Ratio | S.No.| District Name | Sex Ratio
1 | The Nilgiris 1041 1 Dharmapuri 946
2 | Thanjavur 1031 2 Salem 954
3 Nagapattinam 1025 3 Krishnagiri 956
4 | Thoothukkudi, 1024 4 Ramanathapuram 977
Tirunelveli
| Source: Censusindia.gov.in>tamilnadu
Case Studies in Overcoming Adversity
Gl obal Context: The Fight Against Apartheid
- Apart Meipd:l i cy of raci al segregation and discri.
government in South Africa from 1948 to 1994.
- Nel son MaAn#delb-apatiheid revolutionary who was i mj
rel ease i n 1990, he |l ed t he movement t hat succ
Africa's frst black president. Hi s | i fiet y samd gHw

rights.

I ndi an Achievers: Triumphing Against Odds

GROUP® PCM PRQRGRBWACHAMY AQCABERMZASHLHD2 8
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Achi ever/lBackground

Achievement

Dr. A.P./Born into a poor Aerospace scientist,
Kal am Rameswar am,; sol d I ndi a," and the 11t
support his family.|("People's Presi dent
Bharat Ratna (1997).
Vi swanat/Mi dddleass family fr(Fismd me World Chess (
Anand frst Grandmaster (1
recipient of the Raj
award -92)991
S. Il avabDaughter -whga @aiitclkyss2008 Worl d Carrom Ch
driver from a poor
Mari yapp Son of a singl e m{Won the gold medal
Thangavel abourer/ vegetabl e jump-42I event at t

suffered permanent Par al ympi cs.
These examples underscore that adeeonsemcecnbbiackgnsua
or physical disability do not defne an individual's
Remedi al Measures and the Way Forward
Abol i shi-mngode@pi nequal ity and di sspromgedtapproeqhbir
1. Ensuring Access tUniBasisal Seamdyi qaisa!l ity access to
critical for |l eveling the playing feld.
2. Effective Legal St mptementatécéement of constitutio

Protection of Ci vi

3.Promoting SociBhcoHarangonygsi et emfdaiitrht eirnt eracti o
measures | ike community dining and celebrating c
4 . Gender SenW®Riati isz atgi amwareness about gender bias an
participation in punbadkiicng iifnes taintdutdieocni ss.i on
5.Changing Misndsgetesducati on and media to challenge
respect, empathy, and tolerance from a young age
6. Economic Empo®eeménhog inclusive gr owt h model s
opportunities for all sections of society, there

INATI ONSAIMB ODEl NDji A

GROUPRP

I Rights

Act ,

1955|

and the
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Nati onal Symbols are the embodi ment of a nation's
power ful source of patriotic sentiment and are desi
cul tural, and constitutdsndilvdrdeentdst yl.n drioa, at measd oy
fostering a sense of unity, pride, and belonging a
Natur al Symbols and Emblems of the State.

Natural National Symbols of India

These symbols are chosen from India'"s unique fora al

and natur al heritage.
Symbol Na me (Sc|AdoptKey Facts and Signifcang¢
Name)
National |[Bengal 1973 |[Represents strength, ag
(Pant her a home to ~70% of the wo
ti gri s Project wad@sgdraunched i n
conservation.
National [I ndi an E[2010 |[Represents wisdom, maje
Heritage |(E/ ephas n role as a keystone spec
I ndihcus ecosystPamg .ect Elleophant i
conservation initiative]
National |l ndi an HF1963 |[Native to the I ndian su
(Pavo cni s beauty, grace, and pri
representation i n I ndi 8
cul ture. A peacock san
Viralimalai, Tami|l Nadu.
National [Ganges 2010 |A reliable indicator o f
Ani mal Dol phA/nat(a ecosystem. It i s an en
gangetica functionally bl ind an
(ultrasound waves) to ng¢
National |[King G - The world's |l ongest vengd
(Ophiophag rainforests and pl ains (
hannah that builds a nest for i
National |[LotusNe/wmM1950 |[Symboli zes purity, be
nuci)era knowl edge. Despite grow
bl ooms cl ean, represenr
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adversity. It hol ds a

cul tur e.

National [I ndi an 1950 |[Represents i mmortality
(Ficus medi ci nal val ue. It s V]
benghal) ens shelter to numerous spe

Tree in the I ndian Bot af

famous exampl e.

National ' MangwWagg/ ({1950 |[Known as the "King of
i ndy ca across I ndia and is a ri
and D. Varieties |ike '

t he Mughal er a.

National |[The Ga|2008 |A perenni al river, 2,52
(Ganga) l ongest river fowing wi
Hi ndui sm and i s a I i f ¢
Na ma mi Gangei sMisssmajnor
clean and protect it.
National |[Lactobaci/i /2012 |A '"friendly' bacterium
Mi croorggde/ bruesuksg yogurt (curd). It is reg
bul gari cus health benefts.
State Symbols of Tamil Nadu (Exampl e)
Like the nation, states also have their own symbol s

Sy mb|Name

Ani mNil giri Tahr

Bird Emer al d Dove

FIl ow Gl ori osa Super

Tree/Pal myra Tree

Embl ems of the State of India
These are the offcial symbols of the sovereign Repu
- Descri pthoni zontal tricolour of deep saffron (K¢
dark green at the bottom in equal proport ibolnue |

wheel (Chakra) with 24 spokes.
e Symbol i sm:

o Saff€omrage and sacrifce.

GROUP® PCM PRQRGRBWACHAMY AQCABERMZASHLHD2 8
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Whi tPe:ac e, trut h, and purity.

Greemrtility, growth, and auspiciousness.
Ashoka Qegpkreassients the ' Wheel of Dhar ma' (rig
Fact s:

Desi ghiemrgal i Venkayya.

Adopted by the Constuituéfat ASd&émbl y:

Ratilbe ratio of the width of the fag to its |

First HBY sPiinge Minister Jawahar!l al Nehru on
First Wdwean yatt:ham, Vellore (Tami/ Nadu) . The
Fort Museum, Chennai

Manufacturinge RKghtds: and Village I ndustries

authority to manufacture the fag.
Kodi Kaat haTiKrumpuranKkumaran, a freedom fghter,

being dishonored by the police in 1932.

e SourAekapted from the Lion Capital of Ashoka at S

e Adoptedawmary 26, 1950.

- Description:

o Features four Asiati-tcebhc@n®o® nmaurctiadc ubb aack abac
visible). They symbolize power, courage, conf
o The abacus is girdeel bp heaemtelrghtyurrbeesp ecetdl) § h ar d
work),|l a@mhapesty), separated by intervening Vv
o Mottbhe wo'rSlast yameva( Traytaht eAl one Tr i uMunhdsak af
Upani sm&di nscribed below the abacus i n Devan
- Usadd: is the offcial seal of the Government of |
currency, and passports.
Symbol Det ail s
National |'Jana Gana Mana’'
CompoRarb:i ndranath Tagore (originally i
Adoptleadhiuary 24, 1950.
First Dewumgnber 27, 1911, at the Calcutt
Pl ayi ngApTpirnbex;:. 52 seconds.
National |'Vande Mataram'
ComposSBamki m Chandra Chatterjee.
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Souridies nAdmwandnalt8hs 2) .
St atAwsc.or ded equal status with the Nat.i

National |["India is my country.

Aut heydi marri Venkata Subba Rao (in Tel

National |[Saka Cal endar

Calendar |[Based on the Saka7&r.AD beginning in
AdopthMadr:ch 22, 1957, based on tMeghmnado
Commi ttee

The year begins on Chaitra 1 (March 22

National (I ndian Rupee (I NR)
Currency |[The sy'rmb@d desiBneddaoyaaKd madoR2t0dd i n
The ' Rupiya' was frst introduced by Sh

Nati onal Holidays

India offcially celebrates three national holidays.

Hol i day |Date [Signifcance

IndependAugus/Cel ebrates India'"s independence f1
Day 15 Mi ni ster hoists the national fag a
RepublicJanuaMarks the date on which the Const.i

26 1950, turning the nation into a re

Kartavya Pat h, where the PrReatdiemgd

ceremony on Jan 29 marks the end o

Gandhi JOctobCel ebrates the birth anniversary o
2 Nation." The United Nati dmdg edeaaltdro
NofvVi ol emce007.

The National Symbols of I ndia are not merely repres
and et hos. They encapsul ate the country's rich bio
principles of truth, peahbheseasymbolbsape. aReEsapdameny:

as they perpetually remind us of our shared heritag

Th€onsti bd tnhicjo m

The Constitution of India is the supreme | aw of th

document that | ays down the framework defning the f
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structur e, procedur es, power s, and duties of govern
rights, directive principles, and duties of citizen
country in the world.

Hi storical Context of Republic Day (January 26):
« At Lhbore Session of the Indian Natiaoma&lsoCangmoes
fo'rPurna S®Wamm@ljéte I ndependence).
e January ,26wasl9d3ec!| ared as Purna Swar aj Day.
« To commemorate this historic day, the Constituti
i nto effect on January 26, 1950, mar king I ndia's
The Making of the Constitution
The framing of the ConstitQomn®o»thi waentunkes emtklmypsbget
t he@éabinet Mission Plan of 1946
« I nitial St r3e8mgtne n(bleX4s6,) :representing different p
« Chairmban: Raj endvaas Rrhaes aPdd esi dent of the Constitu
« Prominent Membéens! al Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai F
S. Radhakri shnan, Vijayal aks hmi Pandi t, and Saro
- Women Memblerse were 15 women members in the Cons
This was the most cruci al commi ttee, tasked with pr
e« Chairman: B. R. Ambeadkar red&adderaoft tde Coarsdiittus
chief architect.
« Other Members (Neg&GbpEkpewamy: Ayyangar, All adi K
Munshi , Syed Mohammad Saadull ah, N . Madhava Rau,
- Constitutio8Siat BdMi sBau
« First Melrdi@gnstituent Assembl yDeeémber .9hel®946t
« Sources of theThConfsrtdmeurts omxami ned t he6Concumntmu
(including the UK, USA, USSR, France, Switzerl ai
them to suit I ndian conditions.
« Duratihle:proce@syetacsk 11 months, and 18 days
« Drafting APonacnaes®:;, 000 amendments were considered
- Total Expapdi ¢xi e6adt ellayk h .
« Adoption and THracG@anmexntti:t uti on was adopted by t|
November 26Thil®94®ay i €oastébudien day (or Nation
e Commenceméenret Constitution cadanuRary 26,1 18650ect (
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Preser viahtei com:i gi nal handwritten copies of the Const.
in specidll |lhrdal icames in the Library of the Parl i amen

The Preamble: Philosophy of the Constitution

The Preamble is the preface to the Constitution. I

values on which the Constitution is based. The Prea

- Sovereéingim:aa is an independent nation with the wul
external <control

« Soci aAiimst :to achieve socialist ends through denmn

economic equality. (Added by the 42nd Amendment,
« SecuThe:state has no offcial religion. All relidg

are free to practice any religion. (Added by the
e Democrahecgovernment is electd&dhilvertsha¢é RPadauplte Frli
« RepubTlhiec:head of the state (the President) is an

The Preamble also secures for allusit(issoecciiatli,z eencso ntohnei

Libe¢dfy thought, expressi onkEqubael(iotfeyf st dtaud handvoophpi

Frate¢tassyring the dignity of the individual and th

Salient Features of the Indian Constitution

- Parliamentary Formhef e@ecvetnment s coll ectively |
(Parl i ament at the Centre, Legislative Assembly

e Universal AduHwe rBr amicthiiseen who i s 18 years of a

without any discrimination.
« Fundamental Righése(Paetthélbhasic human rights (g

are justiciable (enforceable by courts).

Fundamental RigB6) (Articles 12

l1Right to(Equlad)ifdy
2Right to (Rre2dpm

3Right against AExX-pH Ri3tati on

4 Right to Freed(oAr t€f8)Re |l i gi on

5Cultural and EdgAat-3©paal Right s

6 Ri ght to ConstituAitonlB82 Rémedadrasr called this

Constitution.
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e« Directive Principles of $thate Bokigyi BPSREs(Par
foll ow while framing | aws and polici-¢asta cd sathd kel
fundament al in the governance of the country.

« Fundament al DutAiyadddd®Paby tNe 42nd Amendment (1

obligations on al/l citizens to help promote a s
Examples include:

o Respecting the Constitution, Nati onal FI ag,
o Cherishing the ideals of the freedom struggl «
o Protecting the sovereignty, unity, and integrt

o Promoting harmony and brotherhood.
o Conserving natur al heritage and the environme
o Developing a scientifc temper and humani sm.
o Safeguarding public property.
o Providing educational opport-ddi tyicassdedr bghi h
Amendment , 2002) .
Evolution of the Constitution
The Constitution is a |iving document, capable of e
« Original Stra8agebuAet(aP&ES):22 Parts, and 8 Schedu
e Present SOveaercta4®: Articl es, 25 Part s, and 12 Sch
« Amendmemhhte :process of amendment (Article 368) al

of October 2021, there have been 105 amendments.

IUNDERSTANDEMGCR/ CY

Democracy, as a form of government, is a system whet

exercise it either directly or through their el ectei

it is a way of I|lifeléeéswaof uphbédsyt heqpal incyp and fr

- Et ymolTohgey :t er m 'democracy' is derived from two G
o "Demmsaning 'the peopl e'.

o ' Kr anteiaan'i ng ' powehrus ,ordemouclreacy | iterally mear

- Birthplace oRAnbematr &cgece, parttaitceculodr IAf hteme . ci t
- Classic Defnition bpeAbrcaham Lsneobavernment of

"

for the people.
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e Thirukkural on GOodeGwvefrdawcé! constantly embr e
who rules over his subjects with | ove," highlig
people, a core democratic value.

Evolution from Monarchy to Democracy

-« Early HumanSSacti etli egsathhuenrteerr gr oups, evolving in

- Formation ofVilkcitnogdoonmuss: tri bes united smaller gr
ki ngdoms ruled by monarchs (kings). Monarchy be
worl dwi de, including in India, before the col oni

e« Transition tonDemodciraaacythe struggle against Br
independence, after which the nation adopted a d

Types of Democracy

Democracy can be broadly classifed into two main ty

Feature| Direct Democracy Representative Dem
Democracy)

Law MalLies directly with tjiLies with elected |

Power frame, discuss, and make | aws on behalf

Deci siolBased on the will of|Decisions are taken

Making through direct partilin |l egislative bod

or referendums. State Assemblies).

ApplicalSuitabl e for countrlSuitable for | arge,

popul ation and geogr|countries |like I ndi

Exampl e{Anci ent Gr-se¢lt esi,ty|l ndi a, USA, UK, Can

da$witzerl and
HOTS (Higher Order Thinking Skills): Is Direct Demo
No, it is not practicable due to India's vast popul

cul tur al

diversity.

Type Parli amentary Democr|Presidential Demo
Executive|The Executive (Counc|/The Executive (
Legislatulipart of and is coll¢gseparate from and
Rel ati on the Legislature. to the Legislatur

He ad

Gover nmen

Pri me Minister

Presi dent

GROUPRP
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Head of S{Can be a Monarch (UPresident
(I'ndi a) .
Exampl es Il ndi a, UK, Engl and, USA
Aims and Pillars of Democracy in India
The core aim of Indian democracy is to secure justi
ensuring the welfare of t he peopl e. Thi s i s achi

Constitution.

Key Ai ms:
e To ensure freedom, equality, and justice for all
e« To maintain | aw and order.
e To empower people with the right to elect their

« To hold the government accountable to the people

Universal Adult Franchise:

« The cornerstone of I ndian demot8aapdtédlroveghevaer
irrespective of caste, creed, religion, sex, or
« Global Milestones for Women's Suffrage:

o New Zeal anFd r(sit8 c30)u:ntry to grant wvoting right
o United King@oant(d®183artial suffrage, full in
o USA (I®x2an)t:ed voting rights to women.
The Constitution of India:
The Constitution of India is the supreme | aw that g
- Role of the Constitution:
o Defnes political principles and the structur
o Outlines the powers and responsibilities of
o Guar ant eRasg htthse anod Duttiiezsens .
o lncl bieective Princigpgloes gofveSthatne ePol i cy
« Chi ef Arxrhi tRR.cR.: ,Ambread klmeaded the Drafting Comm]
Assembly. For this reason, he is known as the "'C
- Key Fedheréndian Condwingetsitomwriis ttemeconstituti ol
Gl obal Perspective on Democracy
e International D aQ/b soefr vDSxnpodcrer mlceyr: ak5trhresol ved by t
Assembly in 2007.
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« Faith in DPecncoocrrdaicnyg: to world statistical data, 7
democratic system, placing India frst among demo

Ol dest Democracies in the World

Democracy | |Period/|LocatioSignifcance

Greek Dem(5th Ce|Athens,|Foundation of Western p

BCE Greece
Roman Rep(509 BQKItalian Signifcant expansions
BCE Peninsujgovernance concepts.
San Marin(301 CE I'taly Claims to be the ol dest
with an earliest wri tt
effect.

lcelandic|930 CE |ThingveEstablished the Althing

Commonwe al Il cel and|/l ongkesmhnctioning parliam

British D(13th CeEngl andThe signiMagna Caetwas

CE cruci al step in |IimitinHm
establishing parliament
US Democr (1789 CE|USA The ol dest standing f
republ i c.
Democracy in India is a dynamic and evolving proces
pat h, its success hinges on active <citizen partici

commi t ment of el ected repr etsheentpactopvlees. tlot tihse awesl yfsatr
deci smakn ng, where open discussion and consensus ar

the government truly remains of the peopl e, by the

ILOCASELGOVERNMIENT

Local -G&eéf nment refers t o t he management of | oca
representative institutions elected by the people c
power and promote grassroots demotcé¢wvacyandalrlecswiomgs i fv
tailored to | ocal negdser nmentndiisa, sttrocatl urseed fi nt o

mandated by the 73rd and 74th Constitutional Amendm
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« PhilosophicalMak@aumdatGiaomnhi 'a@wr~ama$(walrldljesguef fsceil e&n c
and enviPaincrhad atsi tR&j foundation of India's pol
would be responsible for its own affairs.

Structure of Local Bodies in India

Local government in India is a state subject. The s
Rural Local Bodies (PankRlgUrban Local Bodies

1. Village Panchayat 1. Municipal Corpo

2. Panchayat Union (Block/2. Municipality

3. District Panchayat (Zill3. Town Panchayat

Hi stori dal€EhkEamnta:i Corpeostaah bé8Bed ithhe ol dest | ocal &
Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
ULBs are constituted to govern wurban areas, with t

revenue generation.

Type of ULCriteria Political Admi ni str g
Head
Municipal |[Large urban areas|Mayo(direc|Commi s s i(oan

Corporatigtypically above 1Jl1indirectly/l AS offcer

revenue.

Municipali/Small er cities a|ChairpersoExecutive

popul ation typical(elected ( EO)

and 10 | akhs. peopl e)
Town Pan(A transitional aaChairpersoExecutive
(Nagar Panvillage and a cit|(elected ( EO)

typically around peopl e)

Tamil Nadu Specifcs:

e There2®™ueicipal Corporations in Tamil Nadu (as o
- Wal aj avhapsett he frst Municipality established in T
e Tamil Nadu rwas stthaetteo iinntlrnoddiuace t he Town Panchaya
Rural Local Bodies (PanRRilasy)ati Raj I nstitutions
The 73rd Constitutional Amendme-ht eActir @®092r e mahd®;

every state.
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Tier |(Body Composition & |Political HAdministr g
Head
VillgVvillage Comprises a PirPanchayat PPanchayat
LevelPanchay War d Me mber s, Secretary
el ected by the
Vill ages ar e
wards based on
Bl ockPanchay/Formed by grouPanchayat Bl ock Deve
LevellUni aml (Vi ll age PgChairpelresoen Of fcer (BL
Samiti)Councillors ar|{by and fro
each Panchayat|the el
councillors
Di stnDistricThe apex body, |District Chi ef E x
LevelPanchay|/district | evellChairpe(rescen Of fcer (¢
(Zil a el ected by thegby and fro/Di strict (
Pari shajwar ds (based the el ected
popul ation per
The Gram Sabha: Foundation of Panchayati Raj
- Defni tTiheen:Gram Sabha is the gener al assembly of
registered in the electoral rolls of a Village F
- Natulrte:i s pbkbemankntn utnhiete Panchayat.i Raj system a

body of direct democracy at the grassroots | evel
- Rol e:
o lt is a forum for people to discuss |l ocal de\
o lt reviews the annual budget and audit repor:t
o l't approves the | ist of benefciaries for wvar.i
- Meetings:
o Legally required to meet at | easdtanfuoaurryRd¢2 émielsi

DayMay( labourAuauys)t]| ntdbependenc@®Gc tDaly@Ga &dchidi Jay
o Speci al meetings can be convened during emer
- Participatcioal s l' i ke the District Coll ector, B
participate in these meetings.
Functions of Local Bodies
GROUP PCM PRQGRAYACHAMY AQCADBRMYVZIASHMDM2 8
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The functions of | ocal bodies are divided into two
services.
Category |(Village PanchayaMunicipal Corporation
Obl i gator|{Water suppl vy, sDrinking wat er suppl
Functions|{cleaning roads, |{maintenance of a cl ean
(Mandator|roads, i mplheal th facilities, r g
government schenwaste management, Dbirt
DiscretioEstablishing parBuilding par ks, pl ay
Functions|playgrounds. schools, space for mar
(Optional
Revenue Sources of Local Bodies
To perform their functions, | ocal bodies are empowe
SourcegVillage Panchayat Munici pal Corporation
Taxes |[House Tax, ProfessiolHouse Tax, Wat er Tax
Entertainment Tax,
compl exes, Vehicle Ch
Fees Wat er charges, fees Various fees for serv
Chargefor transfer of i mmo
Grant gFunds from CentralFunds from Central
i mid Governments (as per Government s.
recommendations) .
Key Features of the Pantdhrads aAme rRcamerSty)st em ( Post
e« PanchayatiCeRajbr®@aydi loem2dth year, as the 73rd Ame
force on this day in 1993.
e Thrdeéeer SWs tuenm:f orm structure of Panchayats at
district | evels.
- Reservations:
o Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes ( S
to their popul ation.
o Reservanobonl|l e$s-tthhhand @fBex%)e t ot al seats for w
reserved for SC/ ST women).
- ElectRomsl:ar el efwvieoyeaesnedruyct Sdatbeg Ehecti on Comr

GROUPRP
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e TenuAefxed tenure of fve years for all levels. |f
must be held within six months.
- State FinanceC&€ommisgsiea: every fve years to revi
Panchayats and recommend principles for fund dis
Rol e of Women-GonvelroncneelntSel f
The reservation of seats for wWo men has been a t
empower ment .
- National Miamidraure:33% reservation.
« Tamil Nadu Panchayats (Amendcmesretd) tAcect ,r es®EI6:at i
Panchayat Raj 50%titutions to
« Impa€hits has |l ed to a signifcant increase in tF
governance amdkdagisbohnging new perspectives to
Local Body Elections
e« Conducti nigh 8toadtye El ecti on Commi s nidemp en$E@Q)YX const
responsi ble for conducting free and fair electio

e« Tenure of RepH epseantatives:

- ElectoralCobaittuencies a rWa r dksn oPvero p | aes el ect t
member s/ councill or s, who in turn may el ect t he
Heads | i ke the Panchayat President are often dir
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